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Introducing the 2017 SIPC 
Confirmation Class 

Pictured  above  (from  left  to  right)  is  the  newest 
confirmation  class  of  Shelter  Island  Presbyterian 
Church:   Kal  Lewis,  Abby  Kotula,  Emma Gallagher, 
Henry Binder, and Luke Gilpin.  Sunday, June 4th was a 
joyous day of celebration as we welcomed the newest 
members of this congregation and covenanted to walk 
with and learn from them as  we journey together  as 
disciples of the Risen Christ.  See page 6 for more pictures!
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Another 
Successful 

Church Yard 
Sale! 

It’s a tradition here at Shelter 
Island  Presbyterian  Church.  
Each  Saturday  be fore 
Memorial Day, our fellowship  
hall  transforms from a  clean, 
open  space  to  a  beautifully 
c lut tered  yard  sa le  wi th 
treasures  from  all  over  the 
island.   Thanks  to  the  many 
volunteers that put in several 
hours  of  work,  we  raised 
$2,846.15.  Way to go, folks!

Next Men’s 
Breakfast 

Our  next  Men’s  Breakfast 
will be Saturday, June 10th at 
8:30 A.M. in the fellowship 
hall for food and fellowship.  
A suggested donation of $5 
to  help  offset  the  cost  of 
food  is  much  appreciated.  
We hope to see you there!
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From Pastor Stephen’s Desk 

The  picture  you  see  to  the  right  is  a 
painting  by  Lauren  Wright  Pittman,  an  artistic 
contributor to A Sanctified Art, a non-profit started 
by some seminary colleagues of  mine to provide 
affordable  and  theologically  rich  liturgical 
resources for congregations of all sizes.  

Like any brilliant piece of art, its meaning 
changes the more I allow myself to be captivated 
by  its  beauty  and  imagery.   You  will  likely  see 
something different  than me (as  aspect  I’m sure 
the artist would be pleased to know!).  As for me, I 
see  two  integral  truths  literally  woven  together:  
fire and water.

As we celebrate Pentecost and the coming 
of  the Spirit  as  tongues of  fire over  women and 
men of all ages and ethnicities, I see the promise 
of the Holy Spirit, a raging fire that catches on in 
wild and unpredictable ways.  Within the tongue 
of fire you see to the right, I also see the promise 
of  our  baptismal  waters  which  themselves 
represent  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit.   Fire  and 
water are two of the most powerful forces in God’s 
creation.   I  suppose  that  truth  is  all  too 
appropriate  when  we  explore  the  deep 
possibilities of the Holy Spirit.

Both  fire  and  water  were  represented 
this  past  Sunday  when  we  celebrated  both 
Pentecost and the confirmation of five of the young disciples among us.  20 red balloons hovered 
above the sanctuary.   Two homemade liturgical  banners made specially  for this  congregation  
flashed brilliantly on either side of the sanctuary in pallets of explosive red and yellow.  Water 
was poured into the font as we remembered our baptism and the sign of the cross was made with 
water on the foreheads of each of the confirmands as they expressed their faith and commitment 
to the Triune God.

Although fire and water can be very destructive forces, equally magnificent is their ability 
to create.  Life is impossible without the warmth of fire or the nourishment of water.  So too do 
we depend completely on the gifts of the Holy Spirit.  We are blessed with Her presence and She 
guides  us  as  a  congregation  to  grow ever  more  faithfully  into  our  identity  as  the  Beloved 
Community.  With gratitude and wonder, may we follow the Spirit’s guide as we approach the 
275th year of this congregation.  Alleluia!  Amen.

Grace and peace, Stephen
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Breath & Fire by Lauren Wright Pittman
Courtesy of A Sanctified Art, LLC
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Contact Info 

Church Address
32 North Ferry Road (P.O. 612)
Shelter Island, New York 11964

Church Web Address
www.sipchurch.org

Church Phone Number
(631)749-0805

Follow SIPC on Twitter
@ShelterIslandPC

Follow Pastor Stephen on 
Twitter

@stephenmfearing

Pastor Stephen’s Cell
(404)823-5926

Pastor Stephen’s Website
www.stephenmfearing.com

Revised Common Lectionary
lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu

Church Email Address
info.sipchurch@gmail.com

Engaging the Text 

Normally,  we follow the Revised Common Lectionary.   However, 
during the summer months, we often take a break from that cycle to 
explore books of the Bible with more depth.  This summer we will 
gather around the rich texts of 1st and 2nd Samuel.  

Each Monday morning at 9:00 A.M. in the Fellowship Hall, you are 
invited to join us for “Engaging the Text,” a casual 1-hour gathering 
to read and ponder the texts for the upcoming Sunday service.  No 
preparation is needed.  Simply bring yourself, a cup of coffee, and a 
curiosity to discover what the Holy Spirit will  reveal to us as we 
explore the Word of God!

SIPC KIVA Team Sets Challenge Goal for Summer 

To date, the SIPC KIVA Team has loaned a total of $6,775 through 
233  loans in  51  different countries.   The Team is  challenging this 
congregation  to  reach  a  total  amount  of  $8,000  by  Labor  Day 
Weekend.  See the next page (page 4) for more details on how you 
can join the SIPC KIVA Team and help us reach our goal.

Upcoming Annual Manse Cookout 

You are  cordially  invited  to  join  Tricia  and  Stephen  at  the 
Manse for the annual church summer cookout.  

From 12:00 to 3:00 P.M. on Sunday, July 2nd, the Fearings 
will be hosting a cookout featuring homemade St. Louis style 
smoked  ribs,  hamburgers  and  hot  dogs,  and  Tricia’s  world-
famous crockpot Mac n’ Cheese.

Come one come all!  We hope to see you there!

http://www.sipchurch.org
http://www.sipchurch.org
http://www.stephenmfearing.com
mailto:info.sipchurch@gmail.com
http://www.sipchurch.org
http://www.stephenmfearing.com
mailto:info.sipchurch@gmail.com


June 2017

KIVA Update 
Kiva.org is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization that brings people together to give micro 

loans (usually $25 each) to people in order to help them help themselves. 

Want to join the SIPC KIVA team?

Go to sipchurch.org/missions/kiva and follow the directions at the bottom of the page.  

To date, the SIPC KIVA Team has loaned $6,775 through 233 loans in 51 different 
countries!

AmazonSmile 
What is AmazonSmile?  AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon that lets customers enjoy 
the  same  wide  selection  of  products,  low  prices,  and  convenient  shopping  features  as  on 
Amazon.com. The difference is that when customers shop on AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com), 
the  AmazonSmile  Foundation  will  donate  0.5%  of  the  price  of  eligible  purchases  to  the 
charitable organizations (such as SIPC!) selected by customers.

How does AmazonSmile work?  When first visiting AmazonSmile, customers are prompted to 
select  a  charitable  organization  from almost  one  million  eligible  organizations.  In  order  to 
browse or shop at AmazonSmile, customers must first select a charitable organization (such as 
SIPC!). For eligible purchases at AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% 
of the purchase price to Shelter Island Presbyterian Church.

Is there any cost to SIPC?  No. There is no cost to SIPC or to AmazonSmile customers. The 
shopping experience is identical to Amazon.com with the added benefit that the AmazonSmile 
Foundation will donate to Shelter Island Presbyterian Church 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How to Make 0.5% of the amount of your purchase go to SIPC… 

1. Go to www.smile.amazon.com
2. Search and Select “Shelter Island Presbyterian Church” as your non-

profit you’d like to support.
3. Shop as you normally would by going to www.smile.amazon.com
4. Amazon.com will send quarterly transfers to SIPC’s bank account 

for 0.5% of the total purchases made by people who follow the 
above steps!   
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

10:30 AM Worship
11:30 AM Coffee Hour

9:00 AM Engaging
the Text

10:00 AM Staff
Meeting

5:00 PM Choir
Practice

7:30 PM
Alcoholics
Anonymous

10:30 AM Worship
11:30 AM Coffee Hour

9:00 AM Engaging
the Text

10:00 AM Staff
Meeting

5:00 PM Choir
Practice

7:30 PM
Alcoholics
Anonymous

8:30 AM Men's
Breakfast

10:30 AM Worship
11:30 AM Coffee Hour

9:00 AM Engaging
the Text

10:00 AM Staff
Meeting

10:00 AM SIECLC
Graduation
5:00 PM Choir
Practice

7:30 PM
Alcoholics
Anonymous

10:30 AM Worship
11:30 AM Coffee Hour
2:00 PM Linda Betjeman Recital

9:00 AM Engaging
the Text

9:00 AM Events
Planning Meeting
10:00 AM Staff
Meeting
10:30 AM United
Presbyterian
Women
6:30 PM Budget &
Finance Meeting
7:00 PM Session
Meeting

5:00 PM Choir
Practice

7:30 PM
Alcoholics
Anonymous

10:30 AM Worship
11:30 AM Coffee Hour

9:00 AM Engaging
the Text

7:30 PM
Alcoholics
Anonymous
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