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Holy Humor Sunday
10:30 A.M. | Sunday, April 23rd, 2017
(The worship service begins with the prelude. Let us silently prepare our
hearts and allow others the same opportunity.)
*We invite you to rise in body or in spirit
Prelude:

“An Easter Meditation”

Charles Callahan

Words of Welcome and Announcements
Introit:

“This is the Day”

Les Garrett

*Call to Worship
One:
This is the time to rejoice!
All:
What better time than now!
One:
This is the day to laugh:
What did the cabbage pastor say to the people?
Pastor: Lettuce pray!
One:
How many choir directors does it take to change a lightbulb?
Choir: No one knows, because no one ever watches the director!
One :
How many Presbyterians does it take to change a light bulb?
All:
Change? Presbyterians don’t believe in change!
One:
What’s the greatest joke ever?
All:
The one God played Easter morning on death!
*Prayer of the Day
Dour-faced in the presence of stunning sunsets;
stricken with chronic severity while surrounded by gurgling babies;
frozen-souled when touched by the warmth of grace;
if we are made in your image, it's no wonder people think of you
as a grouchy old geezer, God of Joy.
So, breathe on us . . . fill our souls with: laughter which chases away the
long faces; chuckles which wipe frowns off our brows; great guffaws
which shatter hardened hearts;
fill us, Breath of sidesplitting shrieks,
so we can celebrate the last laugh on death.
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*Hymn

“Christians We Are Made for Laughter”
Words by Jo Cassiday-Maloney

HYMN TO JOY

Christians, we are made for laughter, born to giggle and guffaw!
Even in the great hereafter mirth is interspersed with awe.
So don’t hold back, let it fill you, let your muscles do their thing!
Don’t you worry, we won’t drill you! Just let go and laugh and sing.
This is how our great God made us – faces, lungs, and hearts for glee
And it’s how God would parade us, showing forth most joyously
All the love and all the gladness, such a great capacity
For the joy that drives all sadness out of every you and me.
We are people with a Savior who was not above a joke,
Play with words was his behavior, he loved puns with all the folk.
Joy Christ showed us, joy Christ showers everywhere on everyone
Turn your face up like the flowers, catch the joy and have some fun!
Christ was dead and now he’s risen! Isn’t that a cause for glee?
Love has shattered all the prisons we have built so carefully.
Now unfettered, free as breezes, giggles, snorts, and glee abound!
Even when our laughter wheezes, we praise God with every sound.
*Invitation to Confession
*Prayer of Confession
You know better than we do, Amused God,
what important people we believe we are.
Believing we have to be serious all the time,
we miss out on the joy of your creation.
Choosing to feast on the pain of the world,
we skip the picnic offered in paradise.
Clinging to the despair which is our best friend,
we ignore Jesus, who can bring us home to your heart.
Forgive us, Heart of Joy,
and make us open to the startling, and upside-down,
ways in which you work.
Fill us with Easter's laughter;
fill us with your healing joy;
fill us with the love poured into us
through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.
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SERVICE MUSIC
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TEXT: Trad. liturgical text
LAND OF REST
MUSIC: American folk melody; arr. Richard Proulx, 1984
Music Arr. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc.
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TEXT: Trad. liturgical text
LAND OF REST
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Prayer for Illumination
Spirit of all Joy and Laughter,
fill5/17/13
our hearts with mirth at the reading of your Word.
Open our hearts to the gladness that can only be found
in the truth of the resurrection. Amen!
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A Reading of the Poem “White Flour” by David LaMotte
In Seussian rhyme, it tells the funny and inspiring story of the day that the
Ku Klux Klan met the Coup Clutz Clowns, who offered a whimsical and wise
retort to their racist rally. The poem that provides the text for the book was
inspired by true events in Knoxville, TN in 2007, when local activists from
Mountain Justice met hatred with humor—and won.
You can buy the children’s book, with illustrations, here:
https://www.davidlamotte.com/product/white-flour/

Anthem

“Touch the Earth Lightly” Shirley Erena Murray/Colin Gibson

Second Reading Esther 1
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God
Sermon

pew Bible pg. 490

“Superman, the KKK, and the Empty Tomb”

*Hymn No. 233

“The Day of Resurrection!”

*Affirmation of Faith
We believe in God,
who made us in His image.
We live, we love, we laugh,
because we are like Him.

Rev. Fearing
LANCASHIRE

from the Disciples of Christ

We believe in Jesus Christ,
the Son of God, our Lord and Savior.
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He had the last laugh on the devil
when He rose from the dead.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
coequal and coeternal with the Father and the Son.
Our counselor, our guide, our motivator –
God is our joy!
The Prayers of the People
Call to Offering
The Offertory

“I Danced in the Morning”

*The Doxology

Wilber Held
Glory to God, No. 606

*Prayer of Thanksgiving
*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
*Hymn No. 246

“Christ Is Alive!”

TRURO

*Charge & Benediction
Choral Benediction: “We are Marching in the Light of God”

(Siyahamba)
S. African
Postlude
“The Strife is O’er, the Battle Done”
Alec Wyton
________________________________________________________________
Information About Today’s Worship Service
Today’s liturgy comes from Feasting on the Word: Worship Companion.
Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the
Word Worship Companion. Copyright 2014.
Today’s Call to Worship, Prayer of the Day, and Confession sequence liturgy
comes from Rev. Thom Shuman. More of his delightful liturgies can be found
at his website which is lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com.
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Thank you to our worship and fellowship leaders this morning!
Assisting :
John Miller
Greeter:
Susie Lange
Usher:
Chris Lewis
Coffee Hour Host:
Events Planning Marianne Baird and Holly Cronin
This week at Shelter Island Presbyterian Church:
Sunday, April 23
Worship
10:30 a.m.
Soupy Sunday Roswitha Wissemann
Monday, April 24
Engaging the Text
9:00 a.m.
Friday, April 28
AA
7:30 p.m.
Looking Ahead:
Sunday, April 30
Worship
10:30 a.m.
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