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4th Sunday in Lent (Year A) 
10:30 A.M. | Sunday, March 26th, 2017 

Today’s Texts: 
 1 Samuel 16:1-13       Psalm 23 
 Ephesians 5:8-14       John 9:1-41 

(The worship service begins with the prelude.  Let us silently prepare our 
hearts and allow others the same opportunity.) 

*We invite you to rise in body or in spirit  
Chimes 

Prelude:           “Jesus, With Us Abide”   James Southbridge 

Words of Welcome and Announcements  

Introit          “Lead Me, Lord”                  Samuel S. Wesley 

*Call to Worship                              
 The Lord is my shepherd.             Ps. 23:1, 3, 5-6 
 There is nothing I lack. 
 God guides me in proper paths 
 for the sake of God’s good name. 
 God bathes my head in oil; 
 my cup is so full it spills over! 
 Yes, God’s goodness and faithful love 
 will pursue me 
 all the days of my life. 

*Prayer of the Day 
 Holy God, 
 why is it that we look, but do not see?         Isa. 6:9; Matt. 13:13 
 Bring us again and again into you light            Eph. 5:8-9, 13 
 and bear fruit in us. 
 Touch us so that we are utterly changed,             John 9:6 
 a “before” and “after,” 
 a “now” and “then”; 
 that we may also say, 
 “One thing I do know,               John 9:25 
 that though I was blind, now I see.” 
 Lord, we believe;           John 9:38; Mark 9:24 
 help our unbelief. 
 In Christ’s light, we pray.  Amen. 
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*Hymn No. 816  “If Thou but Trust in God to Guide Thee”          

*Invitation to Confession 
 As children of God’s light,           Eph. 5:8-10 
 we are called to do what is pleasing to the Lord: 
 to participate in what is good and right and true, 
 and expose what is unfruitful and evil. 
 Knowing that we turn from the light, we bring our confession to God, 
 so that what is hidden in us becomes visible, 
 and the shadows of our hearts may be illumined by grace. 

*Prayer of Confession 
 Gracious God, we are people who still love darkness rather than light.        
 We keep shameful deeds secret,           
 but flaunt our occasional acts of virtue. 
 We see ourselves as blameless, but pass judgement on others. 
 We do not stand firmly enough with those who are vulnerable, 
 but step back, protecting ourselves. 
 Forgive us, we pray. 
 Bring us into your light that we may see ourselves rightly. 
 Bring us into your light that we may know ourselves loved. 
 Bring us into your light that we may live more fruitful lives. 
 Keep raising us, we pray, from the deadness of sin, 
 and shine upon us with your grace. 
 We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, the light of the world.  Amen. 

*Sung Kyrie         
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*Assurance of Forgiveness         
 The psalmist assures us 
 that God’s goodness and mercy will follow us,      Ps. 23:6 
 even pursue us, 
 all the days of our life. 
 As God’s forgiven people, 
 receive this goodness and mercy, 
 and live a new life in the grace of Jesus Christ. 
 We will live as children of the light     Eph. 5:8b, 14b 
 for Christ shines on us. 
 
*Gloria Patri                    Glory to God, No. 581 

*The Peace 
 Since God has forgiven us in Christ, we also ought to forgive one another. 
 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  And also with you.       
    — Please greet those around you — 

Prayer for Illumination 
 Gracious God, 
 illumine our hearts and minds 
 as the Scripture are read and proclaimed, 
 so that by the power of your Holy Spirit 
 we may see what is good and right and true.        Eph. 5:9-10 
 And seeing, help us to do what is pleasing to you, 
 so that your glory becomes visible 
 in our words and deeds. 
 In Christ’s name, we pray.  Amen. 

First Reading  Psalm 23 (Common English Version)      pew Bible pg. 553 
 This is the Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God. 

Sung Response   Paraphrase of Psalm 23       Michael Morgan 
   TUNE:  FORREST GREEN    

As faithful shepherds tend their flocks, so God will care for me; 
And from God’s store of grace my needs are met abundantly. 
In pastures green, by waters still, my soul new life does take; 

And in the paths of righteousness I follow, for God’s sake. 
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When death surrounds I will not fear, God’s strength dispels my dread; 
I hold God’s blessing in my heart and face my fear instead. 
For as a lamb, my comfort rests upon the Shepherd’s rod, 
To bring me home, where’er I stray into the fold of God. 

A bounteous feast for me is placed in presence of my foes; 
My head with oil the Lord anoints, my cup with grace o’erflows. 

The loving-kindness of the Lord is mine for all my days; 
And in God’s house for evermore I’ll join the songs of praise. 

Second Reading John 9:1-41                  pew Bible pg. 105 
 This is the Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God. 

Anthem        “Amazing Grace! Eternal Life!”                   Travis Boyd 

Sermon              Rev. Stephen M. Fearing 

*Hymn No. 718 “Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said”              BOURBON 

*Affirmation of Faith               The Apostles’ Creed  
  I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
  Maker of heaven and earth, 
 and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 
  who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, dead, and buried; 
  he descended into hell. 
  The third day he rose again from the dead; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty, 
  from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Ghost; 
  the holy catholic church; 
  the communion of saints; 
  the forgiveness of sins; 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

Prayers of the People 

Page �5



Call to Offering 

The Offertory          “A Sacred Contemplation”              David Paxton 
          
*The Doxology           Glory to God, No. 606 

*Prayer of Dedication 

*The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
 for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

*Hymn No. 32  “I Sing the Mighty Power of God”          ELLACOMBE 

*Charge & Benediction         

Choral Benediction “Grant Us Thy Peace As We Depart”        Edna Bruner 
  
Postlude                      “Lenten Toccata”                     Colin Curtis 
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________________________________________________________________________ 
Information About Today’s Worship Service 

Today’s liturgy is reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press 
from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion.  Copyright 2013. 

Thank you to our worship and fellowship leaders this morning! 
Assisting :   Kal Lewis 
Greeter:      Dan Binder 
Usher:    Debra Binder 
Coffee Hour Host:         Marianne, Alison, Colleen and Karen 

Today’s flowers are given in memory of Susan Schott and Webster Schott 

A very special welcome to our guests!  Worship bags with activities for 
children are available in the narthex.  Please ask an usher and we’ll be happy to 
help you.  Please join us for light refreshments and fellowship after worship 
today in Fellowship Hall. 

This week at Shelter Island Presbyterian Church: 
Sunday, March 26    Worship           10:30 a.m. 
       Soupy Sunday Marianne Baird 
Monday, March 27    Engaging the Text                         9:00 a.m. 
Tuesday, March 28    Midweek Prayer Service                 5:00 p.m. 
Friday, March 31    AA              7:30 p.m. 

Looking Ahead: 
Sunday, April 2    Worship             10:30 a..m 
Wednesday, April 5    Celebrity Chef Dinner           6:00 p.m. 
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Shelter Island Presbyterian Church 
32 N. Ferry Rd. (P.O. 612) 

Shelter Island, New York  11964 
Website:  www.sipchurch.org  Twitter:  @ShelterIslandPC 

Phone:  (631)749-0805 Pastor Cell: (404)823-5926 
info.sipchurch@gmail.com 

Administrative Assistant Karen Tudor works on  
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

Leadership Team of SIPC 
Rev. Stephen M. Fearing, Pastor 

Linda Betjeman, Minister of Music 
Karen Tudor, Administrative Assistant & Clerk of Session 

Karin Bennett, Sexton 
Session 
   Class of 2017   Class of 2018   Class of 2019 
  Hap Bowditch   Lynn Franklin   Laura Dickerson 
  Lee Anne Bastible  William Anderson  Marilynn Pysher 
  Laura Nelsen   Chris Lewis   Heather Reylek 
Deacons 
  Class of 2017   Class of 2018   Class of 2019 
  Rachel Brigham  Lynn Thomson  Ellen Gove 
  Dana Hallman   Alison Binder   Carol Gray 
  Brenda Bergman  Peter Vielbig   Rose Wissemann 

Congregational Nominating Committee 
Lee Anne Bastible, Carol Gray, Marianne Baird, Ken Lewis Jr. 

________________________________________________________________ 

SIPC Prayer List 

The nations in the Middle East, our planet, the men and women in the Armed Forces 
and our leaders. For Ashley Sanderson, Lisa Armour, Tara Chituk, Jill Tuttle 
Albiani, Sue Speeches-Caddle, Michael Murphy, Don Zabel, Stetson, Jane & Greg 
Hall, Susan Hansen, Gasper Caro, Sven Corfitzen, Evandos Jones, Romaine Elgart, 
Joseph Walsh, Staff Sargent Jeremy Schmidt, Laurie Thomson Emery, Sharon 
Gibbs, Wm. J Campbell, Melanie Panzigtau, Gary Koehler, Dan Weginski, Donna 
Barletta, Edie Petry, Gert Bourne, Nicholas Moorehead,  and Eric Tudor. 

We will gladly list the names of any individuals in need of our prayers.  You may share 
names with us by turning in a note from the pew or by calling the church office prior to 
Friday a.m.  We will continue to list these names for 4 weeks and then they will be 
removed unless a specific request is made.  
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