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2nd Sunday in Lent Sunday (Year A) 
10:30 A.M. | Sunday, March 12th, 2017 

Today’s Texts: 
 Genesis 12:1-4a       Psalm 121 
 Romans 4:1-5, 13-17      John 3:1-17 

(The worship service begins with the prelude.  Let us silently prepare our 
hearts and allow others the same opportunity.) 

*We invite you to rise in body or in spirit  
Chimes 

Prelude:          “Largo”         G.F. Handel 

Words of Welcome and Announcements  

Introit   “Goodness is Stronger Than Evil”   Desmond Tutu  
                 John L. Bell 
*Call to Worship                              
 As God set Abram, Sarai, and Lot on a journey,    Gen. 12:1 
 God calls us to follow in trust. 

 God is able to make us more than we have been   Gen. 12:2 
 and blesses us on the way. 

 As Jesus invited Nicodemus to be born again,     John 3:3 
 Christ invites us to become a new creation. 

 Christ calls us out of darkness into his marvelous light,  1 Pet. 2:9 
 and we are saved through him.             John 3:17 

*Prayer of the Day 
 God our helper,                 Ps. 121:1 
 our shade, our protector, 
 you are able to give life to the dead, 
 to call into being things that do not exist. 
 We trust in your power 
 to make all things new; 
 to keep us in sunlight and moonlight,         Ps. 121:3, 5-6, 8 
 along rocky paths and pathways unknown; 
 until all our going and coming brings us at last 
 to your kingdom promised in Christ, 
 in whose name we pray.  Amen. 
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*Hymn No. 37  “Let All Things Now Living”        ASH GROVE 

*Invitation to Confession 
 We cannot earn God’s grace or favor.           Rom. 4:4-5 
 It comes to us, not as something owed, 
 but as a gift freely given. 
 Confident in God’s love for us, 
 even when we are ungodly, 
 we confess our sins in faith. 

*Prayer of Confession 
 Gracious God, we come before you 
 in need of forgiveness and grace. 
 You call us to trust in you completely, 
 but we do not. 
 We are timid and fearful as we follow your lead. 
 We justify our actions and words, 
 though we know they are not what you require. 
 We struggle to understand the new life Christ offers, 
 preferring old habits to risky change. 
 Forgive us, we pray. 
 Help us to be born again into the life of Christ, 
 trusting that you have included us by grace 
 in the family of faith. 
 In Christ’s name we pray.  Amen. 

*Sung Kyrie         
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*Assurance of Forgiveness         
 Friends, God is for us and not against us!      John 3:16-17 
 For that very reason, 
 God sent the Son into the world 
 not to condemn the world, 
 but that the world might be saved through him. 
 Believe the good news, 
 in Jesus Christ we are forgiven!  Amen. 

*Gloria Patri                    Glory to God, No. 581 

*The Peace 
 Since God has forgiven us in Christ, we also ought to forgive one another. 
 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  And also with you.       
    — Please greet those around you — 

Prayer for Illumination 
 God of signs and wonders,           John 3:1-15 
 we come to your word again and again, 
 seeking understanding 
 and the new life it offers. 
 By the power of your Holy Spirit, 
 illumine our hearts and minds 
 so that we may believe this testimony 
 and have eternal life. 
 In the name of Jesus Christ, 
 our teacher and Savior, we pray.  Amen. 

First Reading  Psalm 121                                     pew Bible pg. 633 
 This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Sung Response Sung paraphrase of Psalm 121    Text:  Michael Morgan 
TUNE:  O WALY WALY 

I lift my eyes unto the hills; from where shall come my help at last? 
Whate’er the need, God will provide, The Lord, by whom the world was cast. 

Each day God is a strength and shield against the onslaught of my foes; 
And to the dangers of the night, the eyes of God are never closed. 

The promise of the Lord is sure: to hold me in unyielding care; 
Throughout my life, may faith confirm that where I am, the Lord is there. 
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Second Reading John 3:1-17                    pew Bible pg. 96 
 This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
  
Anthem   “We Are Climbing Jacob’s Ladder”      arr. Joe Cox 
  
Sermon     “Nick at Night”      Rev. Stephen M. Fearing 

*Hymn No. 441 “Hear the Good News of Salvation”  NETTLETON 

Ordination of Carol Gray to the Office of Deacon 

 Sentences of Scripture 
 Statement on Ordination and Installation 
 Reaffirmation of Baptismal Covenant 
 Affirmation of Faith 
  Do you believe in God the Father? 
   I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   creator of heaven and earth. 
  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
   I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
   born of the Virgin Mary, 
   suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried; 
   he descended to the dead. 
   On the third day he rose again; 
   he ascended into heaven, 
   he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
   and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
   I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 Thanksgiving for Baptism 
  The Lord be with you.   
  And also with you 
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  Eternal and gracious God, we give you thanks… 
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 Remembrance of Baptism 
 Constitutional Questions 
  Do you trust in Jesus Christ your Savior, acknowledge him Lord of  
  all and Head of the Church, and through him believe in one God,  
  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit? 
   I do. 
  Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be,  
  by the Holy Spirit, the unique and authoritative witness to Jesus   
  Christ in the Church universal, and God’s Word to you? 
   I do. 
  Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets of the   
  Reformed faith as expressed in the confessions of our church as   
  authentic and reliable expositions of what Scripture leads us to   
  believe and do, and will you be instructed and led by those    
  confessions as you lead the people of God? 
   I do and I will. 
  Will you fulfill your office in obedience to Jesus Christ, under the  
  authority of Scripture, and be continually guided by our confessions? 
   I will. 
  Will you be governed by our church’s polity, and will you abide by  
  its discipline?  Will you be a friend among your colleagues in   
  ministry, working with them, subject to the ordering of God’s Word  
  and Spirit? 
   I will. 
  Will you in your own life seek to follow the Lord Jesus Christ, love  
  your neighbors, and work for the reconciliation of the world? 
   I will. 
  Do you promise to further the peace, unity, and purity of the church? 
   I do. 
  Will you seek to serve the people with energy, intelligence,    
  imagination, and love? 
   I will. 
  Will you be a faithful deacon, teaching charity, urging concern, and  
  directing the people’s help to the friendless and those in need?  In  
  your ministry will you try to show the love and justice of Jesus   
  Christ? 
   I will. 
  [To the congregation] Do we, the members of the church, accept  
  Carol as deacon, chosen by God through the voice of this    
  congregation to lead us in the way of Jesus Christ? 
   We do. 
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  Do we agree to encourage her and the rest of the Deacons, to respect  
  their decision, and to follow as they guide us, serving Jesus Christ  
  who alone is Head of the Church? 
   We do. 
 Prayer of Ordination  
 Declaration of Ordination 

Call to Offering 

The Offertory     “Consolation”      Felix Mendelssohn 
          
*The Doxology           Glory to God, No. 606 

*Prayer of Dedication 

*The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
 for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

*Hymn No. 645  “Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above” 

*Charge & Benediction         

Choral Benediction  “God’s Great Family”      David M. Combs 

Postlude   
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Information About Today’s Worship Service 

Today’s liturgy is reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press 
from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion.  Copyright 2013. 

Thank you to our worship and fellowship leaders this morning! 
Assisting :   Emma Gallagher 
Greeter:       
Usher:     
Coffee Hour Host:          

Today’s flowers are given by Webster Schott in memory of Susan Schott 

A very special welcome to our guests!  Worship bags with activities for 
children are available in the narthex.  Please ask an usher and we’ll be happy to 
help you.  Please join us for light refreshments and fellowship after worship 
today in Fellowship Hall. 

This week at Shelter Island Presbyterian Church: 
Sunday, March 12    Worship           10:30 a.m. 
       Confirmation Class         12:00 p.m. 
Monday, March 13    Engaging the Text            9:00 a.m. 
Tuesday, March 14    Midweek Prayer    5:00 p.m. 
Friday, March 17    AA              7:30 p.m. 

Looking Ahead: 
Sunday, March 19     Worship (Sanctuary)         10:30 a..m 
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32 N. Ferry Road 
Shelter Island, 
NY 11964 
1:00 P.M. 

On Sunday, March 19th 
at 1:00 P.M. the Juniata 
College A Cappella 
Choir will be making its 
4th annual appearance 
a t S h e l t e r I s l a n d 

Presbyterian Church.  
The concert features an 
extraordinary ensemble 
sound with repertoire 
including Spirituals, 
World Music, Classical 

Sacred Music, and 
Contemporary choral 
composi t ions wi th 
outstanding soloists.   
A d m i s s i o n b y 
donations.

JUNIATA CHOIR CONCERT 
Sunday, March 19, 2017 | 1:00 P.M.  
Shelter Island Presbyterian Church
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25
MARCH

AN EVENING WITH 
JENIFER MAXSON

Shelter Island Pres. Church 
Saturday, March 25th @ 7 P.M. 
On Saturday, March 25th at 7 PM in the Shelter Island Presbyterian Church, 
Jenifer Maxson will attempt, single-handedly and right before your eyes, to 
reconcile Science with Spirituality (while chewing gum at the same time) in a 
frothy romp across the startled face of human history - or not.  Reception 
immediately following, donations accepted at the door. 

WWW.SIPCHURCH.ORG | 32 N. FERRY ROAD
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MEN’S 
BREAKFAST
SIPC Fellowship Hall 
Sat. March 18th | 8:30 to 10:00 A.M. 
Men of all ages are invited to join us for a delicious breakfast with 
fellowship, scripture study, and prayer.  A suggested donation of 
$5 is appreciated to help offset the cost.  See you there! 

WWW.SIPCHURCH.ORG



Shelter Island Presbyterian Church 
32 N. Ferry Rd. (P.O. 612) 

Shelter Island, New York  11964 
Website:  www.sipchurch.org  Twitter:  @ShelterIslandPC 

Phone:  (631)749-0805 Pastor Cell: (404)823-5926 
info.sipchurch@gmail.com 

Administrative Assistant Karen Tudor works on  
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

Leadership Team of SIPC 
Rev. Stephen M. Fearing, Pastor 

Linda Betjeman, Minister of Music 
Karen Tudor, Administrative Assistant & Clerk of Session 

Karin Bennett, Sexton 
Session 
   Class of 2017   Class of 2018   Class of 2019 
  Hap Bowditch   Lynn Franklin   Laura Dickerson 
  Lee Anne Bastible  William Anderson  Marilynn Pysher 
  Laura Nelsen   Chris Lewis   Heather Reylek 
Deacons 
  Class of 2017   Class of 2018   Class of 2019 
  Rachel Brigham  Lynn Thomson  Ellen Gove 
  Dana Hallman   Alison Binder   Carol Gray 
  Brenda Bergman  Peter Vielbig   Rose Wissemann 

Congregational Nominating Committee 
Lee Anne Bastible, Carol Gray, Marianne Baird, Ken Lewis Jr. 

________________________________________________________________ 

SIPC Prayer List 
The nations in the Middle East, our planet, the men and women in the Armed Forces 
and our leaders. For Ashley Sanderson, Lisa Armour, Tara Chituk, Jill Tuttle 
Albiani, Sue Speeches-Caddle, Michael Murphy, Don Zabel, Stetson, Jane & Greg 
Hall, Susan Hansen, Gasper Caro, Sven Corfitzen, Evandos Jones, Romaine Elgart, 
Joseph Walsh, Staff Sargent Jeremy Schmidt, Laurie Thomson Emery, Sharon 
Gibbs, Wm. J Campbell, Melanie Panzigtau, Gary Koehler, Dan Weginski, Donna 
Barletta, Edie Petry, Gert Bourne, Nicholas Moorehead, Howard Jackson and Linda 
Betjeman and Karen Tudor. 

We will gladly list the names of any individuals in need of our prayers.  You may share names 
with us by turning in a note from the pew or by calling the church office prior to Friday a.m. 
We will continue to list the names for 4 weeks and then they will be removed unless a specific 
request is made.
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