Shelter Island Presbyterian Church
Est. 1743

Escape to Egypt by He Qi

1st Sunday after Christmas Day (Year A)
10:30 A.M. | Sunday, January 1st, 2017
Today’s Lectionary Texts:
Isaiah 63:7-9
Hebrews 2:10-18

Psalm 148
Matthew 2:13-23

(The worship service begins with the prelude. Let us silently prepare our
hearts and allow others the same opportunity.)
*We invite you to rise in body or in spirit
Chimes
Prelude:

“Joseph Dearest, Joseph Mine” arr. Robert Edward Smith

Words of Welcome and Announcements
Introit

“Of the Father’s Love Begotten”

*Call to Worship
I will recount the gracious deeds of the Lord,
the praiseworthy acts of God most high.
Because of all that the Lord has done for us,
according to the abundance of God’s love.
It was your presence that saved the house of Israel,
your love and pity redeemed them.
We join with them as your people, O God,
your children who sing you our praises.
Let us worship God!
*Prayer of the Day
Exalted God,
even as the heavenly host sang of your glory
in the night skies over Bethlehem,
and sheep and cattle gathered in that light, so we gather,
young and old together,
to recount all that you have done for us
in mercy and steadfast love.
No tyrant’s threat or deadly act
can destroy the dreams and visions
you have placed within us,
for you have drawn us close.
With all creation,
we praise you and exalt your name
forever and ever. Amen.
Page 2

Plainsong
Isa. 63

Matt. 2:2
Ps. 148:12
Isa. 63:7
Matt. 2:16
Matt. 2:13, 19
Ps. 148
Ps. 148:13

*Hymn No. 136

“Go, Tell It on the Mountain”

GO TELL IT

*Invitation to Confession
Brothers and sisters,
Jesus became like us in every respect
so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest
in the service of God.
As we confess our sins,
we come before One who was also tested by what he suffered,
confident that he is able to help us.

Heb. 2:17
Heb. 2:18

*Prayer of Confession
Merciful God, in great love you have claimed us as your children.
We confess that we have not loved you as we should.
We have not participated fully in your purposes and plans;
we grow weary and give up when the way is hard.
We have not loved our brothers and sisters as you intend.
Complacent in the presence of injustice and violence,
we fail to recognize our own complicity.
Forgive us, especially when we fail to protect children
so vulnerable and precious in your sight.
Forgive our misuse of power against people
and against your creation.
Help us to praise you by living in harmony and peace.
Do not be ashamed of us, we pray,
but strengthen us in our time of testing.
Set us free from fear that we may wholly trust in you.
We pray in the name of Jesus Christ,
who shared our flesh and blood. Amen.
*Sung Kyrie
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*Assurance of Forgiveness
Children of God,
it is clear that Jesus Christ came to help sinners.
He is our Savior in all our distress,
and it is his presence that saves us.
Declare with me the good news of the gospel:
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!
*Gloria Patri

Heb. 2:16
Isa. 63:8b-9
Isa. 63:9

Glory to God, No. 581

*The Peace
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, we also ought to forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
— Please greet those around you —
Prayer for Illumination
Holy One,
your Word comes to us:
Jesus Christ, Immanuel.
Holy Word,
you cross every border
meant to shut you out.
Holy Wisdom,
speak to us
in the word read and proclaimed.
Hearing, may we dream your dreams
and faithfully follow wherever you lead.
In your triune name we pray. Amen.

Matt. 2:14, 21

Matt. 2:13,20,22b

First Reading
Isaiah 63:7-9
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

pew Bible pg. 770

Anthem

Benjamin Britten

“A New Year Carol”

Second Reading Matthew 2:13-23
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God
Sermon

pew Bible pg. 2

“The Long View”

Rev. Mark Applewhite
Page 4

*Hymn No. 115

“Away in a Manger”

MUELLER

*Affirmation of Faith
Stephen M. Fearing
We believe that God has come to us as a little child,
making our weakness his strength,
securing our salvation by becoming one of us,
blessing us with with a steadfast savior,
filling our hearts with joy to be shared with one another.
We believe that God has birthed righteousness
and justice into the world,
giving us a law that will be written upon our hearts,
making the cause of the oppressed the highest priority,
declaring an everlasting reign of peace,
defeating the power of pain and suffering.
We believe that God calls us to participate in this reality of love,
inviting us to proclaim Christ’s resurrection at the Table,
transforming us as disciples to go out into the world,
sending us forth to announce his kingdom of peace and comfort,
challenging us to see everyone as nothing less than beloved children.
This we believe.
This we preach.
This we seek to embody in word and deed. Amen.
Prayers of the People
Call to Offering
The Offertory

“Lo How a Rose E’er Blooming” arr. Robert Edward Smith

*The Doxology

Glory to God, No. 606

*Prayer of Dedication
*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
*Hymn No. 113

“Angels We Have Heard on High”
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GLORIA

*Charge & Benediction
Choral Benediction:
Postlude

“Love Has Come”
“He is Born”

French Melody
arr. Robert Edward Smith

Information About Today’s Worship Service
Today’s liturgy is reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press
from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion. Copyright 2015.
Thank you to our worship and fellowship leaders this morning!
Assisting :
Ellen Gove
Greeter:
Susie Lange
Usher:
Chris Lewis
Coffee Hour Host:
Elders
A very special welcome to our guests! Worship bags with activities for
children are available in the narthex. Please ask an usher and we’ll be happy to
help you. Please join us for light refreshments and fellowship after worship
today in Fellowship Hall.
This week at Shelter Island Presbyterian Church:
Sunday, January 1
Worship
Friday, January 6
AA

10:30 a.m.
7:30 p.m.

Looking Ahead:
Sunday, January 8

10:30 a.m.

Worship
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Shelter Island Presbyterian Church
32 N. Ferry Rd. (P.O. 612)
Shelter Island, New York 11964
Website: www.sipchurch.org Twitter: @ShelterIslandPC
Phone: (631)749-0805 Pastor Cell: (404)823-5926
info.sipchurch@gmail.com

Administrative Assistant Karen Tudor works on
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Leadership Team of SIPC
Rev. Stephen M. Fearing, Pastor
Linda Betjeman, Minister of Music
Karen Tudor, Administrative Assistant & Clerk of Session
Karin Bennett, Sexton
Session
Class of 2016
Clarissa Tybaert
Ellen Gove
Laura Dickerson

Class of 2017
Hap Bowditch
Lee Anne Bastible
Laura Nelsen

Class of 2018
Lynn Franklin
William Anderson
Chris Lewis

Class of 2016
Doreen McNemar
Colleen Smith

Class of 2017
Rachel Brigham
Dana Hallman
Mark Switzer

Class of 2018
Lynn Thomson
Alison Binder
Peter Vielbig

Deacons

Congregational Nominating Committee
Lee Anne Bastible, Carol Gray, Heather Reylek, Peter Vielbig
________________________________________________________________
The nations in the Middle East, our planet, the men and women in the Armed Forces
and our leaders. For Ashley Sanderson, Lisa Armour, Tara Chituk, Jill Tuttle
Albiani, Sue Speeches-Caddle, Michael Murphy, Don Zabel, Stetson, Jane & Greg
Hall, Susan Hansen, Gasper Caro, Sven Corfitzen, Evandos Jones, Romaine Elgart,
Joseph Walsh, Staff Sargent Jeremy Schmidt, Laurie Thomson Emery, Sharon
Gibbs, Wm. J Campbell, Melanie Panzigtau, Gary Koehler, Dan Weginski, Donna
Barletta, Edie Petry, Gert Bourne, Nicholas Moorehead, Howard Jackson and Linda
Betjeman
We will gladly list the names of any individuals in need of our prayers. You may share names
with us by turning in a note from the pew or by calling the church office prior to Friday a.m.
We will continue to list the names for 4 weeks and then they will be removed unless a specific
request is made.
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