Shelter Island Presbyterian Church
4th Sunday of Advent

4th Sunday of Advent (Year A)
10:30 A.M. | Sunday, December 18th, 2016
Today’s Lectionary Texts:
Isaiah 7:10-16
Romans 1:1-7

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
Matthew 1:18-25

(The worship service begins with the prelude. Let us silently prepare our
hearts and allow others the same opportunity.)
*We invite you to rise in body or in spirit
Chimes
Prelude:

“Improvisation on “Veni, Emmanuel’”

Charles Callahan

Words of Welcome and Announcements
Introit

“Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn”

Marty Haugen

Lighting of the Advent Candle for Joy
Friends, we come to this circular wreath as a symbolic reminder
that God’s love has no beginning or end.
When we talk about Christmas,
we talk about a love song of God kneeling down like a mother
to her child saying, “Oh how I love you,” to each and every one of us.
Thus, I invite you to take a deep breath in and let it out slowly.
For in that breath, the Holy Spirit speaks love.
Now, I invite you to place your hand on the inside of your wrist or on your
neck just under your chin.
Feel your pulse, notice your heart beating inside you.
For in that beat, the love of the Creator sings.
Today we light the candles of hope, peace, and joy
as touchstones of the Christian faith.
From those lights, we also light the candle of love,
which in one word tells the Christian story.
Friends, you are loved.
God is love.
And Christmas is God’s love song for us all.
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*Call to Worship
God-with-us, Immanuel,
comes to give us our own Holy Family,
here with the body of Christ this day.
Rejoice and be glad!
Amen!
*Prayer of the Day
Eternal God of power and grace,
who comes to us in surprising ways in angel appearances, in defeat of enemies,
and in resurrection from the dead show us the face of Immanuel in our time.
Bring us from fear to awe, we pray;
in the name of the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
*Hymn No. 100 “My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout”
*Invitation to Confession
Assured that God hears our repentance,
let us turn our minds to the truth,
confessing our sins to God and one another.
*Prayer of Confession
Shepherd of Israel, God of hosts,
we have turned away from you,
neglecting the welfare of your creation,
ignoring the plight of your people,
trampling on the creatures and the plants you have made,
taking from Earth what we cannot give back.
We have not helped our neighbors in need,
kept peace within our families,
or tended the vine you have planted in our own lives.
Forgive us and lead us to a more gracious life.
In your compassion, turn us to your way.
Restore, O Lord God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us,
and we shall be saved. Amen.
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Ps. 80

*Sung Kyrie

Words by Stephen M. Fearing

*Assurance of Forgiveness
“You are called to belong to Jesus Christ.”
Rom. 1
For the sake of the One God promised to send, named as God’s Son,
who died, was raised, and through whom we receive grace,
God forgives you all your sins.
You are God’s beloved, called to be saints.
Grace to you and peace.
*Sung Response

Words by Stephen M. Fearing
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*The Peace
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, we also ought to forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you. — Please greet those around you —
Prayer for Illumination
As your Holy Spirit spoke to Mary, the mother of our Lord,
speak to us now through your Word
that by hearing we too may receive faith
and be strengthened to do your will. Amen.
First Reading
Isaiah 7:10-16
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Anthem

pew Bible pg. 705

“The Advent Legend”

Douglas E. Wagner

Second Reading Matthew 1:18-25
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God
Sermon

“Love”

*Hymn No. 98

pew Bible pg. 1
Rev. Stephen M. Fearing

“To a Maid Whose Name was Mary”

ANNUNCIATION

*Affirmation of Faith
We believe that God has come to us;
that God brought us into being,
that this God gave us breath and purpose,
that we have been blessed to be a blessing to others,
that we have fallen short of this commandment
but that God has nevertheless loved us despite our brokenness.
We believe that God is coming to us;
that God is not happy to leave us alone,
that this God will come to us as a particular human being,
that God will be made known to us in flesh and bone like ours,
that Mary will soon give birth and Joseph will soon clap his hands in joy,
that Jesus Christ will be born and our salvation made complete.
We believe that God will come to us;
that God will have the final word and that Word will be good,
that this God will give us the presence of the Spirit to continue our work,
that we are called to be disciples to all the corners of the earth,
that the day is coming when tears and pain will be no more,
and all will gather at the Table to sing an endless and perfect “Alleluia!”
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Prayers of the People
Responsive Litany:

“O God, who is with us,
hear our prayer.”

Call to Offering
The Offertory

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

*The Doxology

arr. George Lachenauer
Glory to God, No. 606

*Prayer of Dedication
*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
*Hymn No. 119

“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”

MENDELSSOHN

*Charge & Benediction
Choral Benediction:
Postlude

“People, Look East”
French Folk Melody
Eleanor Farjeon/Martin Shaw
“People, Look East”
arr. Robert Edward Smith
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kiva.org is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization that brings people
together to give micro loans (usually $25 each) to people in order to
help them help themselves. Here’s an example of how it works:
Maria in Equador needs another dairy cow to increase her
production and make more money with her dairy farm. However,
things are tight so she doesn’t have the money on hand to invest in a
cow. Therefore, she applies for a loan through kiva.org where
people like you can loan $25 (or more) to help give Maria the money
to purchase the cow. Thanks to the loans from kiva.org, Maria can
purchase the cow. Once the cow begins producing, Maria pays back
the loan to kiva.org where the money you loaned goes back into
your account. You can then either withdraw the money or re-loan it
to another borrower.

Want to join the SIPC KIVA team?
Go to sipchurch.org/missions/kiva and follow the
directions at the bottom of the page.
To date, the SIPC KIVA Team has loaned $4,550
through 158 loans in 41 different countries!
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ADVENT MIDWEEK
PRAYER SERVICES
SIPC Sanctuary | 5:00 P.M.
Tuesdays | Nov. 29 & Dec. 6, 13, and 20
Advent is a time of prayer and preparation as we anticipate
the coming of the Christ Child. This year, we invite you to
join us for a casual 30-minute prayer gathering that will be
held each Tuesday of Advent at 5:00 P.M. in the Sanctuary.
Art courtesy of A Sanctified Art | sanctifiedart.org
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Christmas Eve
S.I. Presbyterian Church
5:00 P.M. Family Service
Bring the whole family for this majestic and awe-filled service of
lessons and carols for all ages. This service is specially focused on the
younger disciples among us and promises to be an evening for all to
wait, watch, and wonder for the coming of God-with-us!

10:00 P.M. Service of Lessons & Carols
You are invited to join us as we bring the season of Advent to a close
as we usher in the presence of God among us in the flesh. This
traditional service of lessons and carols will include beloved
Christmas hymns as well as special music for the SIPC choir.

Page 9

Page 10

Information About Today’s Worship Service
Today’s liturgy is reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press
from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion. Copyright 2015.
Thank you to our worship and fellowship leaders this morning!
Assisting :
Vicky Kotula
Greeter:
Carol Gray
Usher:
Virginia Schulze
Coffee Hour Host:
Deacon’s
Today’s flowers are given in memory of Susan Schott and Webster Schott
A very special welcome to our guests! Worship bags with activities for
children are available in the narthex. Please ask an usher and we’ll be happy to
help you. Please join us for light refreshments and fellowship after worship
today in Fellowship Hall.
This week at Shelter Island Presbyterian Church:
Sunday, December 18
Worship
Soupy Sunday
S.I. Community Chorus Concert
Monday, December 19
Engaging the Text
Tuesday, December 20
UPW Meeting
Alateen
Mid-week Prayer Service
Session/Deacon Meeting
Wednesday, December 21
Longest Night Service
Friday, December 22
AA
Saturday, December 24
Family Service
Lessons & Carols Service
Looking Ahead:
Sunday, December 25
Worship

10:30 a.m.
3:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
3:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
10:00 p.m.
10:30 a.m.

The art on the bulletin cover as well as the candlelighting liturgy and prayer of the day is from A Sanctified
Art | sanctifiedart.org
The bulletins are being donated by Susie Lange in loving memory of her
mother, Martha Granskog
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Shelter Island Presbyterian Church
32 N. Ferry Rd. (P.O. 612)
Shelter Island, New York 11964
Website: www.sipchurch.org Twitter: @ShelterIslandPC
Phone: (631)749-0805 Pastor Cell: (404)823-5926
info.sipchurch@gmail.com

Administrative Assistant Karen Tudor works on
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Leadership Team of SIPC
Rev. Stephen M. Fearing, Pastor
Linda Betjeman, Minister of Music
Karen Tudor, Administrative Assistant & Clerk of Session
Karin Bennett, Sexton
Session
Class of 2016
Clarissa Tybaert
Ellen Gove
Laura Dickerson

Class of 2017
Hap Bowditch
Lee Anne Bastible
Laura Nelsen

Class of 2018
Lynn Franklin
William Anderson
Chris Lewis

Class of 2016
Doreen McNemar
Colleen Smith
Charlotte Hannabury

Class of 2017
Rachel Brigham
Dana Hallman
Mark Switzer

Class of 2018
Lynn Thomson
Alison Binder
Peter Vielbig

Deacons

Congregational Nominating Committee
Lee Anne Bastible, Carol Gray, Heather Reylek, Peter Vielbig
________________________________________________________________
SIPC Prayer List
The nations in the Middle East, our planet, the men and women in the Armed Forces
and our leaders. For Ashley Sanderson, Lisa Armour, Tara Chituk, Jill Tuttle
Albiani, Sue Speeches-Caddle, Michael Murphy, Don Zabel, Stetson, Jane & Greg
Hall, Susan Hansen, Gasper Caro, Sven Corfitzen, Evandos Jones, Romaine Elgart,
Joseph Walsh, Staff Sargent Jeremy Schmidt, Laurie Thomson Emery, Sharon
Gibbs, Wm. J Campbell, Melanie Panzigtau, Gary Koehler, Dan Weginski, Donna
Barletta, Edie Petry, and Beth Huttman
We will gladly list the names of any individuals in need of our prayers. You may share names
with us by turning in a note from the pew or by calling the church office prior to Friday a.m.
We will continue to list the names for 4 weeks and then they will be removed unless a specific
request is made.
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