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SIPC Gives Thanks for the Life of 
Charlotte Hannabury 

It was standing room only in the SIPC Sanctuary at 
11:00 A.M. on Saturday, October 1st when we gathered 
to proclaim the resurrection and give thanks for the life 
of long-time member Charlotte Hannabury.  For all 86 
years of her life, Ms. Hannabury was an active member 
of this congregation, serving many roles including Elder 
and Deacon (among many others!).  While she will 
certainly be missed, we rejoice that she has now joined 
the Church Triumphant.  Well done, good and faithful 
servant!                                                                                                  
(thanks to Judy Card for this lovely photo of Ms. Hannabury!)
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SIPC Receives 
Generous Gift 

from Schott 
Estate 

A few  weeks  ago,  Shelter 
Island  Presbyterian  Church 
received a $100,000 gift from 
the  estate  of  Mr.  Webster 
Schott,  to  be  designated  as 
the  “Webster  and  Susan 
Schott  Bequest . ”   More 
information on page 3.

Next Men’s 
Breakfast 

Our  next  Men’s  Breakfast 
will be Saturday, November 
5th  at  8:30  A.M.  in  the 
fellowship hall for food and 
fellowship.   A suggested 
donation  of  $5  to  help 
offset  the  cost  of  food  is 
much  appreciated.   The 
food  will  be  provided  by 
Gar y  Kagawa  and  John 
Miller.   Rev.  Stephen  will 
lead a devotional following 
breakfast.  We hope to see 
you there!

THE TIDINGS 
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From Pastor Stephen’s Desk 

It’s  hard to believe  yet  another  summer has  come and gone!   The leaves  are  turning 
outside my office window, there is a crispness creeping into the air, and the island is taking a deep 
breath  as  the  busyness  of  the  summer  gives  way  to  the  reflective  transition  of  the  autumn 
months.  For everything there is a season, indeed!

With the fall weather comes our annual stewardship season.  Starting Sunday, October 
16th, we will begin preparing to be good stewards of our resources in the 2017 budget year.  Our 
Stewardship Season will conclude with a celebration on Sunday, November 6th.  Leading us again 
this year in our Stewardship Season will be Clarissa Tybaert, Chris Lewis, Laura Nelsen, Karen 
Tudor, and myself.  Heather Reylek will help us again by providing some artistic visuals to help us 
view our progress throughout the season.

Your annual pledge contributions help us fund our day-to-day expenses that keep this 
congregation a  vital  part  of  this  island community.   There are  two main reasons we (myself 
included) pledge on an annual basis:
1. The giving of our financial blessings is a faithful response to the blessings God gives us.  From 

a biblical standpoint, God is very clear that God’s people are to be blessed in order that they 
may be a blessing to others.  We share our blessings because it transforms us into the Beloved 
Community that God is calling us to be.  It is an act of faithfulness, trust, gratitude, and 
generosity.  

2. It  takes  money  to  do  what  we  are  called  to  do.   It  takes  money  to  keep  our  buildings 
maintained, heated, cooled, and kept clean.  It takes money to support our dedicated staff.  It 
takes money to support this building that is such a central part of so many organizations here 
on this island.  This congregation is a transformative community that has changed so many 
lives here on this island that we call home.  Your financial support helps makes sure that this 
legacy continues.

On another practical note, it should be understood that this generous $100,000 gift from 
the estate of Mr. Webster Schott is not meant to be used for day-to-day expenses.  Those monies 
have been donated, and thankfully received, in order to help fund building and grounds expenses 
outside of our regular budget.  These monies will be used to help fund the special projects we 
have been preparing to do this year (new carpet in the fellowship hall, repainting the ceiling in 
the sanctuary, updating audio/visual capabilities, etc.).  We are also planning on using part of the 
$100,000 to replenish funds used last year (nearly $20,000)  to fix the roof above the church 
kitchen.  

The Stewardship Team asks that you prayerfully consider increasing your pledge for 2017 
if your financial situation allows.  We are grateful for your support and ask that you consider 
joining us in manifesting that gratitude in the vital financial support that this congregation needs 
to continue its witness of grace, hope, and love here on this island in the name of Jesus Christ!

Grace and peace,
Rev. Stephen
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Contact Info 

Church Address
32 North Ferry Road (P.O. 612)
Shelter Island, New York 11964

Church Web Address
www.sipchurch.org

Church Phone Number
(631)749-0805

Follow SIPC on Twitter
@ShelterIslandPC

Follow Pastor Stephen on 
Twitter

@stephenmfearing

Pastor Stephen’s Cell
(404)823-5926

Pastor Stephen’s Website
www.stephenmfearing.com

Revised Common Lectionary
lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu

Church Email Address
info.sipchurch@gmail.com

Webster and Susan Schott Bequest 

A few  weeks  ago,  Shelter  Island  Presbyterian 
Church  received  a  generous  check  in  the  amount  of 
$100,000 from the estate of Mr. Webster Schott, a long-
time financial supporter of this congregation who passed 
away earlier this year.  This gift is to be designated as the 
“Webster and Susan Schott Bequest” and is the result of 
support that Mr. Schott graciously agreed to give us to 
help  fund some needed repairs  and renovations  of  our 
buildings and grounds.  

The  SIPC  Session  is  committed  to  being  good 
stewards of this generous gift and using these monies in 
ways that will sustain this congregation for years to come.

Your Building and Grounds Committee is hard at 
work collecting multiple bids for important renovations 
here at the church including replacing the carpet in the 
fellowship hall and church office, repainting the ceiling in 
the sanctuary, updating the audio/video capabilities of the 
church, and updating the insulation in the sanctuary.

Please  pray  for  your  Session  members  and  the 
workers in the Building and Grounds Committee as they 
seek to use these funds in a responsible and meaningful 
way.

Most  importantly,  please  join  us  in  prayers  of 
thanksgiving for the Schott Family!  We are overflowing 
with gratitude here at the church for being trusted with 
such a wonderful gift!  As we approach this year’s annual 
Stewardship Season, we ask that you prayerfully consider 
joining us in giving thanks for this gift by being generous 
in our own giving to support the 2017 budget.
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KIVA Update 

Kiva.org is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization that brings people together to give micro 
loans (usually $25 each) to people in order to help them help themselves. 

Want to join the SIPC KIVA team?

Go to sipchurch.org/missions/kiva and follow the directions at the bottom of the page.  

To date, the SIPC KIVA Team has loaned $3,250 through 112 loans in 35 different 
countries!

AmazonSmile 

What is AmazonSmile?  AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon that lets customers enjoy 
the  same  wide  selection  of  products,  low  prices,  and  convenient  shopping  features  as  on 
Amazon.com. The difference is that when customers shop on AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com), 
the  AmazonSmile  Foundation  will  donate  0.5%  of  the  price  of  eligible  purchases  to  the 
charitable organizations (such as SIPC!) selected by customers.

How does AmazonSmile work?  When first visiting AmazonSmile, customers are prompted to 
select  a  charitable  organization  from almost  one  million  eligible  organizations.  In  order  to 
browse or shop at AmazonSmile, customers must first select a charitable organization (such as 
SIPC!). For eligible purchases at AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% 
of the purchase price to Shelter Island Presbyterian Church.

Is there any cost to SIPC?  No. There is no cost to SIPC or to AmazonSmile customers. The 
shopping experience is identical to Amazon.com with the added benefit that the AmazonSmile 
Foundation will donate to Shelter Island Presbyterian Church.
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How to Make 0.5% of the amount of your purchase go to SIPC… 

1. Go to www.smile.amazon.com
2. Search and Select “Shelter Island Presbyterian Church” as your non-

profit you’d like to support.
3. Shop as you normally would on amazon.com
4. Amazon.com will send quarterly transfers to SIPC’s bank account 

for 0.5% of the total purchases made by people who follow the 
above steps!   
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