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SIPC Welcomes Rev. Dr. Amaury 
Tañón-Santos 

Join us on Sunday, August 14th for a special worship service led by 
Rev. Stephen M. Fearing and his good friend and colleague, the 
Rev. Dr. Amaury Tañón-Santos.  Amaury is the Synod Networker. 
His call and job is to connect the people and ministries together 
in the Synod based on their passions. Amaury also serves also as a 
Parish Associate of the Nuevas Fronteras Presbyterian Church in 
Elizabeth Presbytery (in New Jersey). Before his ministry in the 
Synod of the Northeast, Amaury was the pastor of congregations 
in Westchester County, New York and Elizabeth, New Jersey, and 
served  as  Director  of  Programs  for  Continuing  Education  at 
Princeton  Theological  Seminary.  With  a  passion  for  history, 
Amaury  has  received  degrees  from the  Universidad  de  Puerto 
Rico,  Princeton  Theological  Seminary  and  New  Brunswick 
Theological  Seminary.  Amaury  is  a  Foundations  of  Christian 
Leadership fellow at Duke University Divinity School.
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Charles 
McClelland 

Holmes to be 
Baptized at 

SIPC 
For  the  first  time  in  several 
years, there will be a baptism 
at  SIPC!   Join us  on Sunday, 
August  21st  as  we  welcome 
Charles  McClelland  Holmes 
into  the  f ami l y  o f  God !  
Charles  is  the  grandson  of 
John Holmes.

Next Men’s 
Breakfast 

Our next Men’s Breakfast will 
be Saturday, August 13th at 8:30 
A.M. in the fellowship hall for 
food  and  fe l lowsh ip .   A 
suggested  donation  of  $5  to 
help offset the cost of food is 
much  appreciated.   Stephen 
Fear ing  and  our  gues t 
preacher,  Amaur y  Tañón-
Santos  will  be  manning  the 
k i tchen  and  l ead ing  the 
morning’s devotional.
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From Pastor Stephen’s Desk - 10 Things I’ve Learned in the Past Two Years 

Just last week marked the two-year anniversary of my ordination here at Shelter Island 
Presbyterian Church.  On Sunday, July 27th, 2014, I was ordained to the office of Teaching Elder 
of this congregation.  To observe this occasion, I thought I would share with you a list of things I 
have learned since my ordination.  This is certainly not an exhaustive list!
1. Sunday morning comes relentlessly.   Sometimes you’re ready for it.  Sometimes you’re not.  

Some of my sermons have been phenomenal.  Others have been mediocre at best.  You can’t 
“hit it out of the park” every Sunday!

2. Taking communion to someone that is homebound is one of the most precious, intimate of 
tasks.

3. I’ve learned that seminary does nothing to teach you how to deal with a busted water pipe 
when the temperature plummets to 0 degrees on a Sunday afternoon when the majority of 
your building and grounds committee is vacationing in down South!  (Fortunately, the damage 
was much less than it could have been!)

4. I’ve  learned  that  “solo-pastor”  also  sometimes  means  “keeper  of  the  thermostats,” 
“webmaster,” “community activist,” “teacher,” “cook,” “vision keeper,” “chaplain,” “resourcer,” 
and “newsletter editor/writer.”  Sometimes, the most difficult task of a solo-pastor is knowing 
what hat to wear at what time.

5. Balancing my responsibilities as your pastor with my responsibility to take care of myself is no 
easy task.  Sometimes I’ve done a really good job of that.  Others times, I haven’t.  I’m still 
working on that one.

6. My identity as husband to Tricia takes priority over my identity as this church’s pastor.  
7. Being a pastor is not a 9 to 5 job (although sometimes I wish it was!).   Each week looks 

different.  Some weeks are quiet.  Others are hectic.  Such is the life of a pastor.
8. One of my favorite parts of my week is sitting down every Monday morning at 9 A.M. to 

explore scripture with other folks!
9. As a pastor, it is not your job to make everyone happy (as if that were even possible!)
10. As a pastor, it is my job to serve the people of this congregation with “energy, intelligence, 

imagination, and love.”  This was one of my ordination vows I took on July 27th, 2014.
From the bottom of my heart, THANK YOU!  Thank you for inviting me to be your 

pastor and trusting that God is at work doing a new thing here at Shelter Island Presbyterian 
Church.  Thank you for welcoming Tricia and me into your family.  It has been a wild two years.  
We’ve had some great times!  We’ve also had some difficult times.  Such is the character of any 
faith family.  May we continue to be guided together in the wisdom of the Holy Spirit as we seek 
to be faithful to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!

To God be the glory!
Grace and peace,
Stephen
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Contact Info 

Church Address
32 North Ferry Road (P.O. 612)
Shelter Island, New York 11964

Church Web Address
www.sipchurch.org

Church Phone Number
(631)749-0805

Follow SIPC on Twitter
@ShelterIslandPC

Follow Pastor Stephen on 
Twitter

@stephenmfearing

Pastor Stephen’s Cell
(404)823-5926

Pastor Stephen’s Website
www.stephenmfearing.com

Revised Common Lectionary
lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu

Church Email Address
info.sipchurch@gmail.com

Upcoming Ice Cream Social 

All are invited to join us on Wednesday, August 17th, 
from 7 to 9 P.M. in the SIPC Fellowship Hall for a free Ice 
Cream Social.  Bring the whole family for a wonderful evening 
of ice cream and fellowship!  We will also have plenty of board/
card games for all to enjoy.  We’ll see you there!

“Companion” for Glory to God hymnal available 

Love hymns?  Then this is a great resource for you!

This  informative  resource  provides  a  brief  history  of  each 
hymn in the popular hymnal Glory to God. Written by one of 
the foremost  hymn scholars  today,  the Companion explains 
when  and  why  each  hymn  was  written  and  provides 
biographical  information  about  the  hymn  writers.  Church 
leaders will benefit from this book when choosing hymn texts 
for every worship occasion. Several indexes will be included, 
making  this  a  valuable  reference  tool  for  pastors,  worship 
planners, scholars, and students, as well as an interesting and 
engaging resource for music lovers.
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KIVA Update 

Kiva.org is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization that brings people together to give micro 
loans (usually $25 each) to people in order to help them help themselves. 

Want to join the SIPC KIVA team?

Go to sipchurch.org/missions/kiva and follow the directions at the bottom of the page.  

To date, the SIPC KIVA Team has loaned $2,850 through 96 loans in 34 different 
countries!

AmazonSmile 

What is AmazonSmile?  AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon that lets customers enjoy 
the  same  wide  selection  of  products,  low  prices,  and  convenient  shopping  features  as  on 
Amazon.com. The difference is that when customers shop on AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com), 
the  AmazonSmile  Foundation  will  donate  0.5%  of  the  price  of  eligible  purchases  to  the 
charitable organizations (such as SIPC!) selected by customers.

How does AmazonSmile work?  When first visiting AmazonSmile, customers are prompted to 
select  a  charitable  organization  from almost  one  million  eligible  organizations.  In  order  to 
browse or shop at AmazonSmile, customers must first select a charitable organization (such as 
SIPC!). For eligible purchases at AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% 
of the purchase price to Shelter Island Presbyterian Church.

Is there any cost to SIPC?  No. There is no cost to SIPC or to AmazonSmile customers. The 
shopping experience is identical to Amazon.com with the added benefit that the AmazonSmile 
Foundation will donate to Shelter Island Presbyterian Church.
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How to Make 0.5% of the amount of your purchase go to SIPC… 

1. Go to www.smile.amazon.com
2. Search and Select “Shelter Island Presbyterian Church” as your non-

profit you’d like to support.
3. Shop as you normally would on amazon.com
4. Amazon.com will send quarterly transfers to SIPC’s bank account 

for 0.5% of the total purchases made by people who follow the 
above steps!   

http://www.sipchurch.org
http://www.smile.amazon.com
http://amazon.com
http://www.smile.amazon.com
http://amazon.com
http://sipchurch.org/missions/kiva


August 2016

www.sipchurch.org Find us on Twitter:  @ShelterIslandPC Page �  of �5 6

8/2/16, 11:50 AMCalendar

Page 1 of 1http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar.aspx?print_view…&begin_date=8/1/2016%2012:00:00%20AM&ci=G1M7N8G1H2O9O9L6I3&igd=

AUGUST 2016

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
31
9:00 AM Worship
10:00 AM Coffee Hour

1
9:00 AM Engaging
the Text
7:00 PM Theology
101 Class

2

10:00 AM Staff
Meeting
5:00 PM Deacons
Meeting

3 4 5
7:30 PM Alcoholics
Anonymous

6

7

9:00 AM Worship
10:00 AM Coffee Hour

8
9:00 AM Engaging
the Text
5:15 PM Building &
Grounds Meeting
7:00 PM Theology
101 Class

9
10:00 AM Staff
Meeting

10 11 12
7:30 PM Alcoholics
Anonymous

13

8:30 AM Men's
Breakfast

14

9:00 AM Worship (Rev. Dr.
Amaury Tanon-Santos
preaching)
10:00 AM Coffee Hour

15
9:00 AM Engaging
the Text
7:00 PM Theology
101 Class

16

9:00 AM Events
Planning Meeting
10:00 AM Staff
Meeting
10:30 AM United
Presbyterian
Women
6:30 PM Budget &
Finance Meeting
7:00 PM Session
Meeting

17

7:00 PM Ice Cream
Social

18 19
7:30 PM Alcoholics
Anonymous

20

21

9:00 AM Worship (Baptism of
Charles McClellan Holmes)
10:00 AM Coffee Hour

22
9:00 AM Engaging
the Text
7:00 PM Theology
101 Class

23
10:00 AM Staff
Meeting

24 25 26
7:30 PM Alcoholics
Anonymous

27

28

9:00 AM Worship
10:00 AM Coffee Hour

29
9:00 AM Engaging
the Text
7:00 PM Theology
101 Class

30
10:00 AM Staff
Meeting

31 1
7:00 PM Choir
Practice

2
7:30 PM Alcoholics
Anonymous

3
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