Shelter Island Presbyterian Church
Est. 1743

“As We Believe, So We Do”

14th Sunday after Pentecost (Year C)
9:00 A.M. | Sunday, August 21st, 2016
Today’s Lectionary Texts:
Jeremiah 1:4-10
Hebrews 12:18-29

Psalm 71:1-6
Luke 13:10-17

(The worship service begins with the prelude. Let us silently prepare our
hearts and allow others the same opportunity.)
*We invite you to rise in body or in spirit
Chimes
Prelude:

“Shall We Gather at the River?”

arr. Dale Wood

Words of Welcome and Announcements
*Call to Worship
We have been claimed by God who calls us children.
We, the redeemed, have been called by name.
As with the Israelites, God promises to pass with us through the water.
We will not fear, for God is with us!
The rivers shall not overwhelm us for God is our guide and our protector.
Through God’s saving grace, the waters that tested us
are now the waters that wash us and nourish us.
Great is the Fount of Every Blessing,
ever flowing, ever redeeming, ever claiming us as God’s children.
Come, let us worship the God who washes us in grace.
*Prayer of the Day
Holy God,
you sent your Son to be baptized among sinners,
to seek and save the lost.
May we, who have been baptized in his name,
never turn away from the world,
but reach out in love to rescue the wayward;
by the mercy of Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
*Hymn No. 475

“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”

*Invitation to Confession
Trusting in the renewing waters of God’s mercy,
let us confess our sins before God and one another.
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*Prayer of Confession
Merciful God,
in baptism you promise forgiveness and new life,
making us part of the body of Christ.
We confess that we remain preoccupied with ourselves,
separated from sisters and brothers in Christ.
We cling to destructive habits, hold grudges,
and show reluctance to welcome one another;
we allow the past to hold us hostage.
In your loving kindness, have mercy on us,
and free us from sin.
Remind us of the promises you make in baptism
so that we may rise to new life,
and live together in grace.
*Sung Kyrie

*Assurance of Forgiveness
Friends, hear the good news of God’s word:
we are forgiven through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Through the waters of God’s steadfast mercy,
we are cleansed of our sin
and released from the captivity of that which seeks to tear us from God.
Alleluia! Amen.
*Gloria Patri

Glory to God, No. 581
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*The Peace
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, we also ought to forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
— Please greet those around you —
Prayer for Illumination
As water splashed across our face awakens us in the morn,
may your Word awaken us to your presence.
Wash us in your wisdom,
bathe us in your goodness,
refresh us with your grace,
by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
First Reading
Ephesians 2:1-10
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Solo

pew Bible pg. 205

“Steal Away”

Second Reading Ephesians 4:1-16
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God
Sermon

pew Bible pg. 206

“The Never-Ending Fount”

*Hymn No. 297

African-American Spiritual
Frank Milano, tenor

“In Christ Called to Baptize”

Rev. Stephen M. Fearing
ST. DENIO

The Sacrament of Baptism - Charles McClelland Holmes
Presentation
Professions of Faith
Renunciations
Professions
Do you believe in God, the Father almighty?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
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was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Thanksgiving Over the Water
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Baptism
Welcome
Prayers of the People
Responsive Litany: God of mercy, hear our prayer.
Call to Offering
The Offertory

“O For a Closer Walk With God”

*The Doxology

Gordon Young

Glory to God, No. 606

*Prayer of Dedication
*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
*Hymn No. 482

“Baptized in Water”
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*Charge & Benediction
Choral Benediction:

“Praise and Thanksgiving”

arr. Dale Wood

Postlude
_______________________________________________________________________

kiva.org is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization that brings people
together to give micro loans (usually $25 each) to people in order to
help them help themselves. Here’s an example of how it works:
Maria in Equador needs another dairy cow to increase her
production and make more money with her dairy farm. However,
things are tight so she doesn’t have the money on hand to invest in a
cow. Therefore, she applies for a loan through kiva.org where
people like you can loan $25 (or more) to help give Maria the money
to purchase the cow. Thanks to the loans from kiva.org, Maria can
purchase the cow. Once the cow begins producing, Maria pays back
the loan to kiva.org where the money you loaned goes back into
your account. You can then either withdraw the money or re-loan it
to another borrower.

Want to join the SIPC KIVA team?
Go to sipchurch.org/missions/kiva and follow the directions at
the bottom of the page.
To date, the SIPC KIVA Team has loaned $2,850 through 96
loans in 34 different countries!
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Information About Today’s Worship Service
Today’s liturgy is reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press
from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion. Copyright 2015.
Thank you to our worship and fellowship leaders this morning!
Assisting :
Laura Nelsen
Greeter:
Karen Tudor
Usher:
Carol Gray
Coffee Hour Host:
Events Planning
A very special welcome to our guests! Worship bags with activities for
children are available in the narthex. Please ask an usher and we’ll be happy to
help you. Please join us for light refreshments and fellowship after worship
today in Fellowship Hall.
The bulletins are being donated by Clarissa Tybaert in memory
of her husband Ronald Tybaert
This week at Shelter Island Presbyterian Church:
Sunday, August 21
Worship
Monday, August 22
Engaging the Text
Book Study
Friday, August 26
AA
Saturday August 27
Lemonade Stand

9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
8:00 a.m.

Looking Ahead:
Sunday, August 28

9:00 a.m.

Worship
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5 Metaphors for Baptism
___________________________
1. Baptism joins us into the death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ.
2. Baptism represents conversion, pardoning, and cleansing
from sin.
3.

Baptism blesses us with the gift of the Holy Spirit.

4.

Baptism incorporates us into the Body of Christ.

5.

Baptism embodies the coming Kingdom of God.

What Do Presbyterians Believe About Baptism?
Baptism is one of two sacraments practiced by Presbyterians; Communion is
the other. The act of baptism is deceptively simple—but in a handful of water, there
is a deep well of mystery and meaning.
In baptism, we are called to a new way of life as Christ’s disciples, sharing the
good news of the gospel with all the world.
Presbyterians describe baptism as a sign and seal of the covenant of grace
made by God through Jesus and extended to us. In baptism, God claims us as
beloved children and members of Christ’s body, the church, washing us clean from
sin as we renounce the power of evil and seek the will and way of God.
Presbyterians have recognized baptism as one of two sacraments initiated by
Christ in Scripture. All four Gospels report the baptism of Jesus by John in the
Jordan River (Matt. 3:13–17; Mark 1:9–11; Luke 3:21–22; John 1:29–34). When we
are baptized with water in the name of the Trinity, we share in Christ’s own baptism.
Presbyterians celebrate baptism as a communal act of public worship. In
the Middle Ages, baptism came to be an increasingly private, family affair,
separated from worship. The Protestant Reformation sought to change that, arguing
that the power of baptism did not come from the act itself but from its connection
with the promise of God conveyed in Scripture. That’s why Presbyterian baptism is
always accompanied by the proclamation of the Word in the context of public
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worship. Luther and Calvin also insisted that baptism be followed by ongoing
instruction in the faith, particularly through the study of the Bible and catechisms.
Presbyterians practice both adult and infant baptism. Infant baptism
expresses that it is God who chooses us for faith, discipleship, and salvation;
without God, we have no power to claim these things for ourselves. However, we
affirm that people come to faith at different stages in life, and recognize the baptism
of older believers as an equally valid expression of the sacrament.
While pouring or sprinkling water upon the head is most common,
Presbyterians also allow for baptism by immersion. Whatever the method, the deep
significance of baptism demands a visible and generous use of water, conveying the
lavish outpouring of God’s grace, filling believers with the gifts of the Spirit, and
overflowing in lives of faithfulness, service, and love.
A teaching elder—a pastor—must preside at the baptism, but it is a
congregation’s session (or ruling council) that authorizes baptisms and provides for
the spiritual growth and nurture of members. That’s why a ruling elder of the church
always presents the candidate for baptism. In turn, both the family and the
congregation promise to contribute to the baptized person’s Christian formation.
Can anyone be baptized? Yes! Christ’s gracious invitation is open to all.
However, baptism is but the beginning of a lifelong process of formation in the
faith.
Can a person who is not baptized be saved? In a word, yes; but this by no
means diminishes the importance of the sacrament. To insist on baptism as
necessary for salvation would be to impinge on the limitless sovereignty of God,
one of the essentials of the Reformed theological tradition. At the same time,
baptism is an indispensable part of Christian life (Rom. 6:3–4), Christian identity
(Gal. 3:27–28), and the church’s mission (Matt. 28:19).
Do non-Presbyterians need to be baptized when joining the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.)? Not if they were previously baptized. The PC(USA) recognizes
all baptisms with water in the name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit
administered by other Christian churches.
So remember your baptism and be thankful! In the sacrament of baptism—our
inclusion in the covenant of grace, incorporation into the life of Christ, and
anointing with the gifts of the Spirit—we have countless reasons to give God thanks
and praise. As Jesus said, “Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living
water” (John 7:38). Filled with the never-failing grace of Jesus Christ poured out for
us, our hearts overflow with gratitude and joy, spilling out into the world in lives of
service and love for God and neighbor.

- By David Gambrell. Published in Presbyterians Today.
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You’re invited to contribute to the

SIPC Capital Improvement Fund
Last winter, a very generous donor offered to match us dollar for dollar
up to $25,000 to help us raise $50,000 for some needed repairs and
renovations of our facilities. The repairs and renovations are as follows:
1. Replacing the carpet in the fellowship hall.
2. Repainting the ceiling in the Sanctuary.
3. Better insulating the sanctuary to help reduce oil/electricity
expenses.
4. Updating the audio system for the Sanctuary that will:
1. improve the acoustics of the room
2. add recording capabilities for our website
3. update the pastor’s microphone so that the pastor will be
amplified 100% of the time.
5. Installing video capabilities in the sanctuary that will:
1. sync with the audio recordings
2. make it possible to record services and stream video from our
website to our homebound congregants. This will also add the
capability of recording the many performances that happen in
our sanctuary.
All of these improvements will cost approximately $50,000. Thanks to
this generous donor, a donation will be made matching dollar for dollar the
amount we raise up to $25,000.

If you would like to make a tax-deductible donation
towards this specific fundraising effort, checks can be
made out to “SIPC Capital Improvement.” Remember,
every dollar you contribute will be matched dollar for
dollar up to $25,000 to help us reach our goal of
$50,000!
Any monies that we raise over $50,000 will replace funds used for our
recent repair of the roof over the church’s kitchen as well as fund any other
needed capital improvements.
Friends, the Spirit is on the move! We hope you will join us in supporting
this exciting opportunity with whatever amount you can give! Thanks be to
God!
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AmazonSmile
Support SIPC While You Shop Amazon
What is AmazonSmile? AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon that lets
customers enjoy the same wide selection of products, low prices, and convenient
shopping features as on Amazon.com. The diﬀerence is that when customers shop on
AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com), the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5%
of the price of eligible purchases to the charitable organizations (such as SIPC!)
selected by customers.
How does AmazonSmile work? When first visiting AmazonSmile, customers are
prompted to select a charitable organization from almost one million eligible
organizations. In order to browse or shop at AmazonSmile, customers must first
select a charitable organization (such as SIPC!). For eligible purchases at
AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price
to Shelter Island Presbyterian Church.
Is there any cost to SIPC? No. There is no cost to SIPC or to AmazonSmile
customers. The shopping experience is identical to Amazon.com with the added
benefit that the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate to Shelter Island Presbyterian
Church.
How to Make 0.5% of the amount of your purchase go to SIPC…
1. Go to www.smile.amazon.com
2. Search and Select “Shelter Island Presbyterian Church” as your nonprofit you’d like to support.
3. Stay on www.smile.amazon.com and shop as you normally would on
www.amazon.com.
4. Amazon.com will send quarterly transfers to SIPC’s bank account
for 0.5% of the total purchases made by people who follow the

Don’t forget to tell you friends and family (on and oﬀ Shelter
Island!) that they can support the important ministries of Shelter
Island Presbyterian Church by using smile.amazon.com and
selecting SIPC as their non-profit of choice. It’s that easy!!
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Shelter Island Presbyterian Church
32 N. Ferry Rd. (P.O. 612)
Shelter Island, New York 11964
Website: www.sipchurch.org Twitter: @ShelterIslandPC
Phone: (631)749-0805 Pastor Cell: (404)823-5926
info.sipchurch@gmail.com

Administrative Assistant Karen Tudor works on
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Leadership Team of SIPC
Rev. Stephen M. Fearing, Pastor
Linda Betjeman, Minister of Music
Karen Tudor, Administrative Assistant & Clerk of Session
Karin Bennett, Sexton
Session
Class of 2016
Clarissa Tybaert
Ellen Gove
Laura Dickerson

Class of 2017
Hap Bowditch
Lee Anne Bastible
Laura Nelsen

Class of 2018
Lynn Franklin
William Anderson
Chris Lewis

Class of 2016
Doreen McNemar
Colleen Smith
Charlotte Hannabury

Class of 2017
Rachel Brigham
Dana Hallman
Mark Switzer

Class of 2018
Lynn Thomson
Alison Binder
Peter Vielbig

Deacons

Congregational Nominating Committee
Lee Anne Bastible, Carol Gray, Heather Reylek, Peter Vielbig
________________________________________________________________
SIPC Prayer List
The nations in the Middle East, our planet, the men and women in the Armed Forces and
our leaders. For Ashley Sanderson, Lindsay Ehrlich, Lisa Armour, Melissa Insinga,
Audrey Trotman, Tara Chituk, Jill Tuttle Albiani, Sue Speeches-Caddle, Michael Murphy,
Don Zabel, Stetson, Jane & Greg Hall, Carolyn Sargent, Susan Hansen, Gasper Caro,
Sven Corfitzen, Michael Goodleaf, Evandos Jones, Romaine Elgart, Ann Scattareggio,
Charlotte Hannabury, Joseph Walsh, James Dougherty, Kelly Surerus, Staff Sargent
Jeremy Schmidt and Laurie Thomson Emery, Sharon Gibbs, Kim MacAllister., Wm J.
Campbell and Melanie Panzigrau.
We will gladly list the names of any individuals in need of our prayers. You may share
names with us by turning in a note from the pew or by calling the church office prior to
Friday a.m. We will continue to list these names for 4 weeks and then they will be
removed unless a specific request is made.
Page 12

