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Prayers for 222nd General Assembly 
From June 18-25,  the 222nd General  Assembly of the PC(USA) 
will  convene  in  Portland,  Oregon.   The  General  Assembly 
consists of commissioners elected by presbyteries. Few will ever 
have been commissioners to the General  Assembly before,  but 
most will have served in one of the other governing bodies of our 
church: the session, which provides care and oversight of a local 
congregation; the presbytery, which provides care and oversight 
of a group of congregations; or the synod which provides care and 
oversight of several presbyteries. 

The  commissioners  review  the  work  of  synods,  resolve 
controversies  in  the  church,  are  responsible  for  matters  of 
common concern for the whole church, and serve as a symbol of 
unity for the church. 

The  combined  insights  of  all  those  on  assembly  committees 
become the recommendations to the whole assembly. If they are 
approved, they guide the church in the years to come. 

Please join us in praying for our sisters and brothers in Portland 
as they are led by the Spirit in the work they will do!
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KIVA 
Reminder 

When  you  loan  money  via 
KIVA.org ,  the  money  i s 
eventually paid back into your 
account, making it available to 
be  loaned  to  another 
borrower.  Make sure to check 
your  KIVA account  regularly 
to  see  if  the  money  you’ve 
loaned has been paid back to 
you  so  you  can  re-loan  the 
money  to  another  borrower!  
To  date,  $2,125  has  been 
loaned  by  the  SIPC  KIVA 
Team.  Thanks be to God!

Next Men’s 
Breakfast 

Our next Men’s Breakfast will 
be  Saturday,  June  11th  at  8:30 
A.M. in the fellowship hall for 
food  and  fe l lowsh ip .   A 
suggested  donation  of  $5  to 
help offset the cost of food is 
much appreciated.  John Kerr 
and  Stephen  Fearing  will  be 
cooking.  We hope to see you 
there!
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From Stephen’s Desk  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As many of you already know, I represent the Presbytery of Long Island 
to the Synod of the Northeast.  More specifically, I am a commissioner to the 
Synod Mission and Ministry Commission which is responsible for governance 
in  between  the  bi-annual  meetings  of  the  Synod.   In  addition  to  being  a 
commissioner, I also currently serve as the Moderator of the Synod Mission 
and Ministry Commission’s Working Group on Mission.  The Synod Mission 
and  Ministry  Commission  is  made  up  of  three  working  groups  (Mission, 
Administrative, and Networks).  Given that I am so involved with the Synod, I 
thought I’d take some time to talk a bit about what we do and who we are.

So just what is the Synod of the Northeast?  Well, to put it simply, a synod is a gathering of presbyteries.  The 
Synod of the Northeast is the gathering of all of the presbyteries in New Jersey, New York, Connecticut, Rhode Island, 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Vermont, and Maine.  These presbyteries total 22.  

The Synod’s Mission and Ministry Commission gathers quarterly in Albany, NY.  Our next meeting is June 3-4.  
At this meeting, I will gather with commissioners from all over the Northeast as well as with staff of the Synod.  There’s 
about 40 or 50 of us.  We will gather to worship, pray, fellowship, and then divide into our working groups to make 
decisions that are to be voted upon by the Commission on the second day.

Each year, the Synod budgets money to support various missions.  This year, we have budgeted $80,000 for 
campus (college) ministries and $336,810 for innovative mission endeavors.  At certain times throughout the year, campus 
ministries and other churches and groups can apply for these grants.  The Mission Working Group, which I moderate, is 
responsible for recommending the dispersement of these funds, to be approved by the Commission.

Therefore, in preparation for our next meeting in a couple days, I am pouring over many grant applications from 
campus ministries and churches and other organizations.  It is a lot of work!  But it is exciting to see the new things the 
Spirit is doing in and through Presbyterian communities around the Northeast!  

If you’re interested in learning more about the Synod of the Northeast, here are a couple ways to do so:

• Visit their website at synodne.org

• “Like” the Synod Facebook page at www.facebook.com/SynodNE

• Attend worship here at SIPC on Sunday, August 14th at 9:00 A.M., when my friend and colleague, Rev. Dr. Amaury 
Tañón-Santos, will preach in worship.  Amaury is the Networker for the Synod of the Northeast.  His call and job is to 
connect the people and ministries together in the Synod based on their passions.

Grace and peace,

Stephen
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Contact Info 

Church Address
32 North Ferry Road (P.O. 612)
Shelter Island, New York 11964

Church Web Address
www.sipchurch.org

Church Phone Number
(631)749-0805

Follow SIPC on Twitter
@ShelterIslandPC

Follow Pastor Stephen on 
Twitter

@stephenmfearing

Pastor Stephen’s Cell
(404)823-5926

Pastor Stephen’s Website
www.stephenmfearing.com

Revised Common Lectionary
lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu

Church Email Address
info.sipchurch@gmail.com

A Message from the UPW 

The essential role of United Presbyterian women is a 
service arm of the church in mission. Everything we work for, 
every  program we  begin  and  support,  everything  we  do  is 
centered around mission, whether it be in our community, in 
our country, or abroad. We never lose sight of that purpose. 
Local Presbyterian Women fellowships are made up of all the 
women who affirm the UPW purpose, deal creatively with the 
issues  of  the  day,  and  when  possible,  attend  the  regular 
meeting of the group.

UPW PURPOSE –  seeking to be obedient to God’s call  in 
Jesus Christ, we unite:

  ... to support the mission of the United Presbyterian Church 
in the USA,

  …  to  help  one  another  to  grow  in  Christian  faith  and 
understanding, and

  …  to  act  in  Christian  concern  in  the  company  of  God’s 
people everywhere.

Our  meetings  are  held  the  3rd  Tuesday  of  every  month  at 
10:30 am and we welcome all women to join us in the SIPC 
Fellowship Hall. 
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