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Theology 101 Course Upcoming 
Originally published in 1968 as part of a church school curriculum 
for use in adult study groups, Shirley Guthrie’s Christian Doctrine 
has introduced thousands of  laity,  students,  and theologians to 
the  tenets  of  the  Christian  faith.   Beginning  in  June,  Shelter 
Island  Presbyterian  Church  will  be  offering  a  “Theology  101” 
course to help us find the words to express our faith together.  
See next page for more details.  
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VBS 
Volunteers 

needed 
A few more  adult  volunteers 
are needed for this  summer’s 
Vacation  Bible  School.   This 
year’s dates are August 1-4.  If 
you  are  interested  or  know 
someone who might be, please 
contact  Rachel  Brigham  by 
emai l ing  her  a t 
rachelbrigham@gmail.com.

Upcoming 
Summer 

Men’s 
Breakfast 

All  men  are  invited  to  our 
summer Men’s Breakfast here 
at Shelter Island Presbyterian 
Church.   We  will  gather  on 
the 2nd Saturdays of May, June, 
July, and August at 8:30 A.M. 
in the fellowship hall for food 
and  fellowship.   A suggested 
donation of  $5 to help offset 
the  cost  of  food  is  much 
appreciated.  
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What makes the church unique among the other organizations on this island?  It’s not fellowship, because you 
can find fellowship in any number of groups on this island.  It’s not philanthropy, because there are plenty of other non-
profits on the island that also seek to serve the community.  It’s not music (although we are blessed to have a wonderful 
choir!), because there are plenty of other musical opportunities on this island.  

What makes the church unique is that we seek to do everything that we do through the lens of faith!  Without our 
Christian faith, we are nothing more than just another non-profit seeking to “be good people.”  Without our Christian 
faith, we are nothing more than a social club who gathers once a week to sing a couple songs and recite a few prayers.

We gather as a community of faith to live out our call to be disciples of the Risen Christ.  Therefore, as a 
community of faith, it is crucial that we grow together in our understanding of what it means to express that faith.

Beginning Monday, June 6th,  I will  be leading a “Theology 101” course in the fellowship hall.   We will  meet 
throughout the summer on Monday evenings at 7:00 P.M.  This will not be a course to tell you what you “should” 
believe.  Rather, it is a course for us to explore together the ways for us to express our faith as a community and as 
individuals.  Think of it as a “vocabulary” course to give us the words to express our faith! 

Together, we will read Shirley Guthrie’s book, Christian Doctrine, which was originally written in 1968 for adult 
study groups in local churches.  In the nearly 50 years since, Christian Doctrine continues to be a widely used resource in 
many churches and seminaries.  

If  you  are  interested  in  joining  this  group,  please  call  or  email  Karen  Tudor  at  631-749-0805  or 
info.sipchurch@gmail.com.  You can either order the book yourself (ISBN 978-0-664-25368-4) or drop off $20 at the 
church office by Sunday, May 22nd and we’ll order it for you.  Please note that scholarships are available.

I’m looking forward to learning more about the faith with you all this summer!

Grace and peace,

Stephen
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Contact Info 

Church Address
32 North Ferry Road (P.O. 612)
Shelter Island, New York 11964

Church Web Address
www.sipchurch.org

Church Phone Number
(631)749-0805

Follow SIPC on Twitter
@ShelterIslandPC

Follow Pastor Stephen on 
Twitter

@stephenmfearing

Pastor Stephen’s Cell
(404)823-5926

Pastor Stephen’s Website
www.stephenmfearing.com

Revised Common Lectionary
lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu

Church Email Address
info.sipchurch@gmail.com

A Message from the Deacons 

On the first Sunday of each month, a small envelope is 
inserted  into  the  church  bulletin,  with  the  printed  title 
“Deacons Offering.”  Any money placed in these envelopes is 
the  only  financial  input  that  this  ordained  group  of  nine 
receives.   Deacons’  assets  are  not  included  in  the  annual 
budget, therefore these envelope contents alone provide the 
monetary means for the various jobs of the Deacons.

What are these jobs?  According to the Book of Order, 
Deacons shall “minister to those in need, to the sick and the 
friendless, and to any who may be in distress…”  On Shelter 
Island,  the  Presbyterian  Board  of  Deacons  visits  shut-ins, 
sends cards to the ill  or bereaved in the church community, 
distributes  Sunday  service  flowers  when  necessary,  prepares 
and  delivers  special  gifts  to  shut-ins  (with  the  help  of  the 
United Presbyterian Women’s Group) at Christmas time and 
Easter.   The Deacons also assist  at funeral  receptions when 
necessary.

Your monetary support helps provide the basis for the 
grocery purchases,  partial  payment of fuel  and medical  bills 
for those in great financial stress.  Deacons have also assisted 
in providing hospital transportation services for dialysis and 
chemotherapy patients.

Devotional literature is provided by the Deacons’ fund 
as well as the candles used in worship services.  The weekly 
cleaning of the sanctuary brass and silver and the preparation 
of the communion elements are also included in the list  of 
responsibilities.

Perhaps, after reading the above, your wallet will open 
more readily on the first Sunday of every month when these 
little white envelopes appear in the bulletin.

We hope that you will recognize and support our work.

Thank you and God bless!
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