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Ascension of the Lord (Year C) 
10:30 A.M. | Sunday, May 8th, 2016 

Today’s Texts: 
 Acts 1:1-11        Psalm 47 
 Ephesians 1:15-23       Luke 24:44-53 

(The worship service begins with the prelude.  Let us silently prepare our 
hearts and allow others the same opportunity.) 

*We invite you to rise in body or in spirit  
Chimes 

Prelude:        “Prelude in G major”   Felix Mendelssohn 

Words of Welcome and Announcements 

Introit:  “Come All You People” Zimbabwe melody    Alexander Gondo 

*Call to Worship                     
 The Lord is robed in majesty              Ps. 93 
 and armed with strength. 
 The Lord has made the world so sure 
 that it cannot be moved. 
 The Lord is robed in majesty 
 and armed with strength. 

 Ever since the world began, 
 your throne has been established; 
 you are from everlasting. 
 The Lord is robed in majesty 
 and armed with strength. 

 Mightier than the sound of many waters, 
 mightier than the breakers of the sea, 
 mightier is the Lord who dwells on high. 
 The Lord is robed in majesty 
 and armed with strength. 

 Your testimonies are very sure, 
 and holiness befits your house, 
 O Lord, forever and forever more. 
 The Lord is robed in majesty and armed with strength. 
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*Prayer of the Day 
 Holy God of every time and place, 
 you gather us to hear of Jesus. 
 Help us see your infinite life 
 in our own community and in all of creation, 
 we pray in your holy name.  Amen. 

*Hymn No. 268           “Crown Him with Many Crowns”            DIADEMATA 

*Invitation to Confession 
 Let us come before God with contrite hearts, 
 acknowledging our sin and trusting in forgiveness. 

*Prayer of Confession  
 Merciful God, 
 day by day we have failed to believe 
 in your presence and your promised forgiveness. 
 We have not trusted in your power 
 to give the riches we cannot see. 
 We have not honored our sisters and brothers 
 as heirs of your desired peace. 
 We have not forgiven others or ourselves. 
 Give us the wisdom and faith to be your body on earth, 
 that we may rejoice in the presence of your saving bounty, 
 to the glory of your ascended Son.  Amen. 

*Sung Kyrie         
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*Assurance of Forgiveness         
 By the power of the Holy Spirit, 
 as a witness to the death and resurrection of Christ Jesus 
 and the assurance of pardon in Jesus’ name, 
 I proclaim to you the forgiveness of all your sins, 
 that with renewed life you may 
 serve this creation and the people of God 
 in peace and strength. 
 God is with you. 

*Gloria Patri                    Glory to God, No. 581 

*The Peace 
 Since God has forgiven us in Christ, we also ought to forgive one another. 
 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
 And also with you. 

— Please greet those around you — 

Prayer for Illumination 
 By the power of the Holy Spirit 
 open our minds to the Word, your Son, 
 who comes to us as one of us and 
 ascends to the heavens to remain with us.  Amen. 

First Reading  Acts 1:1-11                                           pew Bible pg. 122 
 This is the Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God. 

Anthem     “A Mother’s Love”              Boyd Bacon 

Second Reading   Luke 24:44-53                                pew Bible pg. 93 
 This is the Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God                      

Sermon      “Witnesses to These Things”          Rev. Stephen M. Fearing 

*Hymn No. 265     “Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun”        DUKE STREET 
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*Affirmation of Faith                        the Apostles’ Creed 
  I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
  Maker of heaven and earth, 
 and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 
  who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, dead, and buried; 
  he descended into hell. 
  The third day he rose again from the dead; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty, 
  from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Ghost; 
  the holy catholic church; 
  the communion of saints; 
  the forgiveness of sins; 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

Prayers of the People 
 Responsive Litany:  Hear us, O God; 
      your mercy is great. 

Call to Offering 

The Offertory          “Andante”                   T.T. Noble 
          
*The Doxology           Glory to God, No. 606 

*Prayer of Dedication 

*The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
 for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

*Hymn No. 41         “O Worship the King, All Glorious Above”            LYONS 
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*Charge & Benediction 

Choral Benediction:      “May the God of Hope”  Argentine Folk Melody 

Postlude      “Improvisation”            Douglas Wagner 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
            

Questions for Reflection 
How is your faith strengthened by knowing that we do not look for Jesus in 

only one place but find the Risen One everywhere, because he has ascended to 
the throne of God? 

Household Prayer:  Morning 
Gracious God, 
we thank you for bringing us through the night 
and for making this new day. 
You send us out rested and uplifted by your presence. 
Wherever we go, 
whatever our work today, 
whomever we meet, 
help us to greet our tasks and our leisure with joy. 
We give you thanks, through Jesus, our Lord.  Amen. 

Household Prayer:  Evening 
Wondrous Lord, 
we marvel that this day has ended, 
filled with marks of your love even in moments of strife. 
Now give us rest. 
Comfort those who have no bed this night, 
and keep them safe. 
We bow our heads in gratitude 
for food, work, friends, family, challenges, and accomplishments. 
We pray this in the name of the One 
who watches over us day and night.  Amen. 
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Information About Today’s Worship Service 

Today’s liturgy is reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press 
from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion.  Copyright 2015. 

Thank you to our worship and fellowship leaders this morning! 
Assisting :   John Miller 
Greeter:      John Miller 
Usher:    Gary Kagawa 
Coffee Hour Host:         Choir 

Today’s flowers are given by Webster Schott in memory of Susan Schott 

A very special welcome to our guests!  Worship bags with activities for 
children are available in the narthex.  Please ask an usher and we’ll be happy to 
help you.  Please join us for light refreshments and fellowship after worship 
today in Fellowship Hall. 

The bulletins for the month of May have been donated by Clarissa Tybaert 
in memory of her dad, Charles Field 

This week at Shelter Island Presbyterian Church: 
Sunday, May 8    Worship           10:30 a.m. 
       Soupy Sunday Clarissa Tybaert 
Monday, May 9    Engaging the Text           9:00 a.m. 
Friday, May 13    AA              7:30 p.m. 

Looking Ahead: 
Sunday, May 15     Worship          10:30 a.m. 
    
  Annual Yard Sale May 28th 8:00 a.m. Rain or Shine   
  
** A note from the Treasurer: 
The Per Capita apportionment is past due to the Presbytery of Long Island; if 
you have not paid your check in the amount of $34.00 it would be appreciated 
as soon as possible. 

Volunteers needed for preservation work in the Presbyterian South Cemetery 
under the guidance of Conservator Jonathan Appell.  Join us on May 21, 22 & 
23 in grouting, digging and cleaning the Havens family group of brownstones 
in the South Burial Grounds.   For information contact Joy Bausman or Karen 
Kiaer. 
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Shelter Island Presbyterian Church 
32 N. Ferry Rd. (P.O. 612) 

Shelter Island, New York  11964 
Website:  www.sipchurch.org  Twitter:  @ShelterIslandPC 

Phone:  (631)749-0805 Pastor Cell: (404)823-5926 
info.sipchurch@gmail.com 

Administrative Assistant Karen Tudor works on  
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

Leadership Team of SIPC 
Rev. Stephen M. Fearing, Pastor 

Linda Betjeman, Minister of Music 
Karen Tudor, Administrative Assistant & Clerk of Session 

Karin Bennett, Sexton 
Session 
   Class of 2016   Class of 2017   Class of 2018 
  Clarissa Tybaert  Hap Bowditch   Lynn Franklin 
  Ellen Gove   Lee Anne Bastible  William Anderson 
  Laura Dickerson  Laura Nelsen   Chris Lewis 
Deacons 
  Class of 2016   Class of 2017   Class of 2018 
  Doreen McNemar  Rachel Brigham  Lynn Thomson 
  Colleen Smith   Dana Hallman   Alison Binder 
  Charlotte Hannabury Mark Switzer   Peter Vielbig 

Congregational Nominating Committee 
Lee Anne Bastible, Carol Gray, Heather Reylek, Peter Vielbig 

________________________________________________________________ 

SIPC Prayer List 

The nations in the Middle East, our planet, the men and women in the Armed 
Forces and our leaders. For Ashley Sanderson, Lindsay Ehrlich, Lisa Armour, 
Melissa Insinga, Audrey Trotman, Tara Chituk, Jill Tuttle Albiani, Sue 
Speeches-Caddle, Tara Connolly, Michael Murphy, Don Zabel, Stetson Hall, 
Carolyn Sargent, Janet Hansen, Scott Taplin, Gasper Caro, Sven Corfitzen, 
Michael Goodleaf, Evandos Jones, Romaine Elgart, Chuck and Liz Switzer.   

We will gladly list the names of any individuals in need of our prayers.  You 
may share names with us by turning in a note from the pew or by calling the 
church office prior to Friday a.m.  We will continue to list these names for 4 
weeks and then they will be removed unless a specific request is made. 
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