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4th Sunday in Lent (Year C) 
10:30 A.M. | Sunday, March 6th, 2016 

Today’s Texts: 
 Joshua 5:9-12        Psalm 32 
 2 Corinthians 5:16-21      Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

(The worship service begins with the prelude.  Let us silently prepare our 
hearts and allow others the same opportunity.) 

*We invite you to rise in body or in spirit  
Chimes 

Prelude:       “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”   arr. Charles Callahan 

Words of Welcome and Announcements 

Introit:    “O Thou Who Hearest Every Heartfelt Prayer”     Frederick Atkinson 
                         
*Call to Worship                                   Ps. 32 
 Happy are those whose sin is forgiven, whose hearts have been made pure. 
 Happy are those in whose spirit there is no deceit,  
 who have been washed clean. 
 God is our hiding place, God preserves us from trouble. 
 God will instruct us and teach us the way we should go. 
 Be glad in the Lord and rejoice, you righteous ones! 
 We will shout for joy, for we are upright in heart! 
 Come, let us worship the Lord... 

*Prayer of the Day 
 God of All Newness and Creation, even deep in the wilderness of Lent, 
 we are, nevertheless, new creations in your sight. 
 Even when we are deep within trials and tribulations, 
 even there we are held within your loving embrace. 
 In Christ, God is reconciling the world to himself. 
 Come, Holy Spirit, that we might be trustworthy messengers 
 of that spirit of reconciliation.  Amen. 

*Hymn No. 446  “How Blest, Those Whose Transgressions”    MEIRIONYDD 

*Invitation to Confession 
 Scripture tells us that many are the torments of the wicked,        Ps. 32 
 but steadfast love surrounds those who trust in the Lord. 
 With trust and humility, let us come before the Lord, 
 who desires that we acknowledge our sin with penitent hearts. 
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*Prayer of Confession  
 Merciful God,                                         Luke 15  
 in you we have found our inheritance 
 and received much more than we have ever deserved.  
 However, we have often squandered that inheritance, 
 choosing to spoil it rather than share it with others. 
 Forgive us for the moments when we have been selfish  
 and simply set our sights on our own desires instead of others' needs. 
 Broaden our gaze that we might live righteous lives  
 pleasing to you and beneficial to your eternal kingdom. 
 Greet us as the forgiving father greeted his wayward son. 
 Welcome us home for we long to live within your faithfulness.  
 This we pray in name of the One whom we adore, Jesus Christ.    
 Amen. 

*Sung Kyrie             Glory to God, No. 575 
 Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon us; 
 Lord, have mercy upon us.  
      
*Assurance of Forgiveness         
 Friends, hear this promise of scripture:                 2 Cor. 5:17 
 "So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:    
 everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!" 
 Instead of being bound to his sinful past, 
 the prodigal son found newness in his father's forgiveness. 
 So, too, have we found newness in God's mercy! 
 Friends, I announce to you this day, our sins have been forgiven.  Amen. 

*Gloria Patri                    Glory to God, No. 581 

*The Peace 
 Since God has forgiven us in Christ, we also ought to forgive one another. 
 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
 And also with you. 

— Please greet those around you — 

Prayer for Illumination 
 God of all Wisdom and Glory, 
 grace us today with the presence of your Spirit 
 that we might hear today's word 
 with understanding and imagination. 
 This we pray in your holy and good name.  Amen. 
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First Reading  Psalm 32                                                   pew Bible pg. 559 
 This is the Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God. 

Anthem    “Come to the Table of the Lord”               Jay Althouse 

Second Reading   Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32                                   pew Bible pg. 80 
 This is the Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God                      

Sermon     “To Preach the Word Anew”     Rev. Stephen M. Fearing 

*Hymn       “Happy Are Those Who Oncer Were Slaves to Sin”       TOULON 
Paraphrase of Psalm 32 by Stephen M. Fearing, 2016 

Happy are those who once were slaves to sin.  
God has secured us, sought our souls to win. 

Glee fills the hearts that flee from wretched wrong;  
Covered by grace, they sing their freedom song. 

Silence I kept for many dismal days.  
Heavy my heart, my mouth refused to praise.  

Then I confessed my sorry, sinful soul.  
God heard my cry and sought to make me whole. 

May all the faithful give themselves in prayer.  
Ever you listen, ever do you care.  

You are my hiding place, your love surrounds.  
My sole salvation in your grace abounds. 

God will instruct and teach us as we go;  
Wisdom will follow, gifts of grace will flow.  
Finding our faith will be our journey bold.  

Gladness upholds the righteous of God’s fold. 
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*Affirmation of Faith                        the Apostles’ Creed 
  I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
  Maker of heaven and earth, 
 and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 
  who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, dead, and buried; 
  he descended into hell. 
  The third day he rose again from the dead; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty, 
  from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Ghost; 
  the holy catholic church; 
  the communion of saints; 
  the forgiveness of sins; 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

Call to Offering 

The Offertory           “You Satisfy the Hungry Heart”       arr. Charles Callahan     

*The Doxology           Glory to God, No. 606 

*Prayer of Great Thanksgiving 
 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 God of all Goodness and Mercy, 
 your love breathes life into us day after day. 
 You are our hiding place. 
 You preserve us from trouble. 
 You surround us with glad cries of deliverance. 
 Like the Israelites, we are led through a wilderness 
 where we are forced to depend on you for our daily bread. 
 We rejoice that you saved them from harm and led them on the right path. 
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 We pray that your righteousness save us from harm on this Lenten path 
 and show us the level ground on which we can firmly stand. 
 For you alone are our refuge and our strength, 
 our sole source of salvation. 
 Hear us, gracious God, 
 as we join creation's song and sing your eternal praise: 

 We remember, with thanksgiving, 
 the story of the prodigal son. 
 How he sinned and lost himself to selfish desire; 
 How he wandered alone in the wilderness of transgression; 
 How he repented of his ways and returned to a forgiving parent. 
 We thank you for this story is our story -  
 it is ours for the telling and ours for the living. 
 May the grace embedded in this scripture 
 be embedded within our very souls 
 that we might rejoice with open arms 
 those around us who seek to be found. 

 The grace within today's story 
 is found within the body and being of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
 who, for us, came to this lost and lonely world that we might be found. 
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 We remember, with thanksgiving, 
 that he was born in the flesh, 
 that he preached the gospel in word and deed, 
 that he ministered to and with people in compassion and inclusivity, 
 that he taught us and teaches us to embrace your Word, 
 that he sought out the lost and lonely and welcomed them with open arms, 
 that he brings us newness by reconciling us to the Godhead, 
 that he brings about a reconciliation that can only be found  
 in his life, death, and resurrection. 

 We remember, with thanksgiving, 
 how he gathered his friends on the night he was betrayed, 
 how he took the bread, blessed and broke it, 
 and gave it to his disciples saying: 
 "take, eat, do this in remembrance of me." 

 We remember, with thanksgiving, 
 how he, likewise, took the cup and, pouring it, said: 
 "this is the cup of salvation, shed in my blood, for the forgiveness of sins. 
 Do this in remembrance of me." 

 For as long as we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
 we proclaim the resurrection of our living savior until he comes again. 

 As we wait the Lord and follow him on this Lenten journey, 
 we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 We give thanks for your gifts of grace and goodness in this season of Lent. 
 May the gifts on this table nourish us for the long journey ahead. 
 May your Spirit abide with us  
 to transform us to the presence of your risen Son. 
 As we continue to live as your disciples,  
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 hear us as we pray as you taught us to pray, saying: 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
 for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Communion 
All are invited to this feast.  The bread and the juice will be brought to you by 
one of our elders.  You are invited to partake of the elements as soon as you 

receive them.  Please let our servers know if you require gluten-free elements 
and it will be provided for you. 

Prayer after Communion 

*Hymn No. 649        “Amazing Grace”        AMAZING GRACE 

*Responsive Charge & Benediction 
 The cross, we will take it. 
 The bread, we will break it. 
 The pain, we will bear it. 
 The joy, we will share it. 
 The Gospel, we will live it. 
 The love, we will give it. 
 The light, we will cherish it. 
 The darkness, God shall perish it! 

Choral Benediction:      “The Bond of Love”                      Otis Skillings 

Postlude         “Gather Us In”             John A. Behnke 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
            

Page �8



Questions for Reflection 
In what ways am I like the Prodigal Son?  In what ways am I like the elder son? 

Household Prayer:  Morning 
Loving God, in all I do this day, 
use me as a sign of your reconciling love. 
Let me not view anyone from a human point of view, 
but let me see all whom I will encounter with the eyes of Christ, 
through whom I pray.  Amen. 

Household Prayer:  Evening 
Merciful God, if like the Prodigal Son 
I have strayed from you this day, 
call me back to your loving embrace. 
If like the elder son,  
I have harbored resentment for the grace you give to others, 
reprove me. 
Help me claim in thought and deed the inheritance of the saints 
who share with Jesus compassion and forgiveness to all who lose their way. 
Amen. 

Information About Today’s Worship Service 

Today’s liturgy is reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press 
from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion.  Copyright 2015. 

Thank you to our worship and fellowship leaders this morning! 
Assisting :    
Greeter:      Deb Binder 
Usher:    Dan Binder 
Coffee Hour Host:         Rachel Brigham 

Today’s flowers are given by Webster Schott in memory of Susan Schott 

A very special welcome to our guests!  Worship bags with activities for 
children are available in the narthex.  Please ask an usher and we’ll be happy to 
help you.  Please join us for light refreshments and fellowship after worship 
today in Fellowship Hall. 

The March bulletins are being donated by Karen Tudor  
in loving memory of her brother, Ron Brownlee  
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This week at Shelter Island Presbyterian Church: 
Sunday, March 7    Book Review            9:15 a.m. 
       Worship           10:30 a.m. 
       Soupy Sunday 
       Pot Luck Luncheon         11:30 p.m.  
Monday, March 8    Engaging the Text           9:00 a.m. 
Tuesday, March 9    Lenten Prayer Service              5:00 p.m. 
Friday, March 11    AA              7:30 p.m. 

Looking Ahead: 
Sunday, March 13    Book Review            9:15 a.m. 
       Worship           10:30 a.m. 
              Juanita Choir            1:30 p.m. 

Don’t forget to change your clocks ahead on Sunday March 13th 
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Juniata Choir Concert Upcoming 

 

We invite you to join us next Sunday, March 13th, at 
1:30 to hear the wonderful gifts of the Juniata 

College Choir.   

Come one, come all!  This is a great program for the 
entire family.  Donations are appreciated but not 

required.   
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Shelter Island Presbyterian Church 
32 N. Ferry Rd. (P.O. 612) 

Shelter Island, New York  11964 
Website:  www.sipchurch.org  Twitter:  @ShelterIslandPC 

Phone:  (631)749-0805 Pastor Cell: (404)823-5926 
info.sipchurch@gmail.com 

Office hours are on Monday-Tuesday and Thursday-Friday;  
Administrative Assistant Karen Tudor works on  

Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

Leadership Team of SIPC 
Rev. Stephen M. Fearing, Pastor 

Linda Betjeman, Minister of Music 
Karen Tudor, Administrative Assistant & Clerk of Session 

Karin Bennett, Sexton 
Session 
   Class of 2015    Class of 2016   Class of 2017 
  Lynn Franklin    Clarissa Tybaert  Hap Bowditch 
  Dan Binder    Ellen Gove   Lee Anne Bastible 
  Chris Lewis    Laura Dickerson  Laura Nelsen 
Deacons 
  Class of 2015    Class of 2016   Class of 2017 
  Lynn Thomson  Doreen McNemar  Rachel Brigham 
  Alison Binder    Colleen Smith   Dana Hallman 
  Peter Vielbig         Charlotte Hannabury Mark Switzer 

Congregational Nominating Committee 
Lee Anne Bastible, Carol Gray, Heather Reylek, Peter Vielbig 

________________________________________________________________ 

SIPC Prayer List 
The nations in the Middle East, our planet, the men and women in the Armed 
Forces and our leaders. For Ashley Sanderson, Lindsay Ehrlich, Lisa Armour, 
Melissa Insinga, Audrey Trotman, Tara Chituk, Jill Tuttle Albiani, Sue 
Speeches-Caddle, Tara Connolly, Micheal Murphy, Zackery Nubs Paben, Don 
Zabel, Stetson All, Carolyn Sargent, Bill Anderson, Scott Taplin and Gaspar 
Caro.   

We will gladly list the names of any individuals in need of our prayers.  You 
may share names with us by turning in a note from the pew or by calling the 
church office prior to Friday a.m.  We will continue to list these names for 4 
weeks and then they will be removed unless a specific request is made. 
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