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The Dawn of a New Year 
SIPC starts a new year with arms outstretched!

The beautiful sunset pictured above was taken here on Shelter 
Island.  The picture below is of several folks from SIPC working 
with congregants from Southold Presbyterian Church during an 
evening  with  Maureen’s  Haven.   As  of  the  printing  of  this 
newsletter,  SIPC has  fed  over  150  people  in  need  this  winter 
season and has plans to feed many more before the Spring arrives!  
On the KIVA front, SIPC has loaned $1,575 to 51 different people 
in 29 different countries around the world.  The Spirit is on the 
move here at Shelter Island Presbyterian Church!
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SIPC Annual 
Meeting - Feb. 7th 

The Annual Meeting of the 

C o n g r e g a t i o n /

Corporation  of  Shelter 

Is l a n d  Pre s b y t e r i a n 

Church  will  take  place  at 

the end of the 10:30 A.M. 

Wo rs h i p  S e r v i c e  o n 

Sunday, February 7th in the 

S I P C  S a n c t u a r y.   The 

purpose  of  this  meeting  will 

be  to  rece ive  and  share 

reports  f rom  the  various 

committees of the church, to 

approve the 2016 budget, and 

to approve the Class  of  2018 

for  both  the  Diaconate  and 

the Session as supplied by the 

Congregational  Nominating 

Committee.  All are invited to 

a t tend  but  on l y  SIPC 

members  are  allowed to vote 

(G-1.0501).  
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Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
As we begin a new year, the Revised Common Lectionary supplies these fitting 

words from the book of Jeremiah (1:4-10):
  Now the word of the Lord came to me saying, ‘Before I formed you in the womb I knew 
you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations.’ Then I 
said, ‘Ah, Lord God! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a boy.’ But the Lord said to 
me, ‘Do not say, “I am only a boy”; for you shall go to all to whom I send you, and you shall speak 
whatever I command you. Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you, says the 
Lord.’  Then the Lord put out his hand and touched my mouth; and the Lord said to me, ‘Now I 
have put my words in your mouth.  See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms, to 
pluck up and to pull down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant.’

We, the people who are Shelter Island Presbyterian Church, are being called to 
be the Body of Christ in the world.  Like Jeremiah, you are being called to be a part of 
something that long precedes your birth and you are being called to to be a part of something by a God who 
has loved you long before you were even a twinkle in your parents’ eyes!  As we begin this new year and greet 
the Spirit’s movement with open arms, I hope the words of this hymn will strengthen you for what God is 
calling you to do and be with us in 2016!

“Before I Formed You in the Womb”
Text:  Stephen M. Fearing, 2015

Tune:  ST. ANNE

“Before I formed you in the womb, I consecrated you. 
A prophet you will come to be, to preach the word anew.”

Then I said, “God, choose someone else, for I am but a child. 
This burden is too much for me; this journey, much too wild.”

“Do not say, ‘I am but a child;” you’re chosen for this task.  
When comes the time you need some help, you only have to ask!”

“Fear not, my child, for I’m with you, my presence will preside. 
Deliver you, I will, and then the nations will abide.”

 
God touched my mouth and I was blessed to preach and prophesy, 

to pluck and pull, destroy, create, with God my strong supply.

http://www.sipchurch.org
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Contact Info 

Church Address
32 North Ferry Road (P.O. 612)
Shelter Island, New York 11964

Church Web Address
www.sipchurch.org

Church Phone Number
(631)749-0805

Follow SIPC on Twitter
@ShelterIslandPC

Follow Pastor Stephen on 
Twitter

@stephenmfearing

Pastor Stephen’s Cell
(404)823-5926

Pastor Stephen’s Website
www.stephenmfearing.com

Revised Common Lectionary
lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu

Maureen's Haven Update 

In order to nurture our 'zeal to do good deeds' SIPC 
has begun partnering with Southold Presbyterian Church to 
help  feed  Maureen  Haven's  30  to  40  guests.    A group 
including,  at  various  times,  Dana  and  Emily  Hallman,  
Charlotte Hannabury,  Virginia Schulze, the Kerrs, Marilynn 
Pysher,  Karin  Bennett,  Carol  Gray,  Maryanne  Baird,  Paula 
Caro,  Ellen  Gove,  Laura  Nelsen  and  Stephen  Fearing  have 
purchased supplies, and made and delivered lunches on several 
occasions so far. 

On  December  16th,  the  first  dinner  was  prepared, 
delivered and served.  Members of the group also dined with 
the guests in a warm, welcoming atmosphere accompanied by 
a guitarist/vocalist.  Even though we new at this, the process 
has gone incredibly smoothly (Divine Intervention), and is fun 
and very gratifying.  Southold Presbyterian and the Maureen 
Haven guests are extremely grateful; it is an honor and joy to 
be part of this wonderful new mission!

Another dinner is scheduled for February 3rd so if you'd 
like to join this rewarding effort contact Karen Tudor in the 
office.  

http://www.sipchurch.org
http://www.stephenmfearing.com
http://www.sipchurch.org
http://www.stephenmfearing.com
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FEBRUARY 2016

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
31
10:30 AM Worship
11:30 AM Coffee Hour

1
9:00 AM Engaging
the Text

2

Women's
Community Club
10:00 AM Staff
Meeting
5:00 PM Deacons
Meeting

3

Maureen's Haven
Dinner

4
5:00 PM Choir
Practice

5

Maureen's Haven
Bagged Lunch
Prep
7:30 PM Alcoholics
Anonymous

6

7

10:30 AM Worship
11:30 AM Annual Meeting

8
9:00 AM Engaging
the Text

9
10:00 AM Staff
Meeting

10 11
5:00 PM Choir
Practice

12
7:30 PM Alcoholics
Anonymous

13

14

10:30 AM Worship
11:30 AM Coffee Hour
11:30 AM Missions Team
Meeting
3:00 PM Shelter Island Friends
of Music Concert

15
9:00 AM Engaging
the Text

16

10:00 AM SIPCPK
Meeting
10:00 AM Staff
Meeting
10:30 AM United
Presbyterian
Women
7:00 PM Session
Meeting

17

3:00 PM Maureen's
Haven Bagged
Lunch Prep

18
5:00 PM Choir
Practice

19
7:30 PM Alcoholics
Anonymous

20

21

10:30 AM Worship
11:30 AM Coffee Hour

22
9:00 AM Engaging
the Text

23
10:00 AM Staff
Meeting

24 25
5:00 PM Choir
Practice

26
7:30 PM Alcoholics
Anonymous

27

28

10:30 AM Worship
11:30 AM Coffee Hour
3:00 PM Linda Bonaccorso
Concert

29
9:00 AM Engaging
the Text

1
10:00 AM Staff
Meeting

2 3
5:00 PM Choir
Practice

4
Maureen's Haven
Bagged Lunch
Prep
7:30 PM Alcoholics
Anonymous

5
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SI Friends of Music 
Concert 2/14 

The  Shelter  Island  Friends  of 
Music  will  sponsor  a  concert  by 
Cellist Dmitry Kouzov and Pianist 
Ju l i a  Fe d o s e e v a  o n  S u n d a y, 
February  14th  at  3:00  P.M.  in  the 
S h e l t e r  Is l a n d  Pre s b y t e r i a n 
Church  Sanctuary.   They  will  be 
performing works by Bach, Beethoven, 
Debussy,  Schumann,  Tchaikovsky,  and 
Rachmaninov.   Reception  to  follow.  
Admission  is  free  but  donations  are 
gladly accepted.

Linda Bonnacorso Concert 2/28 

Linda has been singing for most of her life. She was 
born  with  the  love  of  song.  It  wasn’t  until  her 
college years that she began to take singing more 
seriously. Soon after her college graduation she took 
about  a  year  of  voice  lessons,  which  were  very 
helpful. Following this, Linda became a member of 
The  Hamptons  Choral  Society  and  enjoyed 
performing with them for about ten years. She now 
enjoys singing with The Shelter Island Community 
Chorus.   Presently,  Linda  enjoys  singing  in  local 
churches,  and  doing  an  occasional  concert.  She’s 
performed concerts  with a  fellow musician,  Mark 
Quintana, numerous times. The music consisted of 
various  genres  -  ballads,  classical,  jazz,  and 
spirituals.  

Linda  has  also  sung  the  National  Anthem at  the 
Bucks baseball games and most recently the Shelter 
Island  10K.  Linda  will  perform  at  Shelter 
Island  Presbyterian  Church  at  3:00  P.M.  on 
Sunday, February 28th in the Sanctuary.  


