Shelter Island Presbyterian Church
Est. 1743

3rd Sunday in Lent (Year C)
10:30 A.M. | Sunday, February 28th, 2016
Today’s Texts:
Isaiah 55:1-9
1 Corinthians 10:1-13

Psalm 63:1-8
Luke 13:1-9

(The worship service begins with the prelude. Let us silently prepare our
hearts and allow others the same opportunity.)
*We invite you to rise in body or in spirit
Chimes
Prelude:

“Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me”

Johann G. Walther

Words of Welcome and Announcements
Introit:

“Come, Dearest Lord”

Isaac Watts/Henry K. Oliver

*Call to Worship
The season of Lent can be barren and lonely,
but God goes with us through the wild wilderness.
Our lives are lived in seasons of transitions and transformations.
Lent is a time to ponder God's providence and persistence.
Together, we seek fruitfulness, for it has been promised to us;
the barrenness of Lent will give way to the fruitfulness of Easter.
In this season of penitence and pondering, let us gather before God.
We come, as a family, to wait for the Lord with strength and courage.
Come, let us worship God!
*Prayer of the Day
Good and gracious God,
we seek you.
We thirst for you.
Without your presence,
we are as a dry and weary land with no water.
Together, we lift up our spirits and call on your name
that you might abide with us.
Bless this our worship of you,
that we might sing for joy under the shadow of your wings. Amen.
*Hymn No. 65

“Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”
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*Invitation to Confession
Let us gather by the waters of God's mercy,
to repent of our sins,
and to turn our faces upon God's abundant grace.
*Prayer of Confession (Responsive)
Good and gracious God,
though you have planted us in fruitful ground,
we have failed to produce the fruits of your Spirit.
Though you care for us as a loving gardener,
and tend us with a loving mother's touch,
we stand barren in fruitful ground.
Forgive us for the things we have done
and the things we have left undone
that have caused us to wither and wane:
for the sin of stubbornness and short-sightedness, forgive us, Lord.
For the sin of selfishness and pride, forgive us, Lord.
For the sin of ingratitude and entitlement, forgive us, Lord.
For the other sins we lift up to you in silence, forgive us, Lord...
Time for silent confession
Merciful God,
Help us to grow into the promise of your fruitfulness
and to have courage in this wilderness of Lent.
This we pray in your holy name. Amen.
*Sung Kyrie
Lord, have mercy upon us;
Christ, have mercy upon us;
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Glory to God, No. 575

*Assurance of Forgiveness
Friends, hear the good news of the Gospel:
our barrenness is not the final word.
The final word is to be found in God's everlasting mercy.
God's fruitfulness will be showered upon us.
I declare to you, in Jesus Christ, our sins have been forgiven!
Amen!
*Gloria Patri

Glory to God, No. 581
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*The Peace
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, we also ought to forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
— Please greet those around you —
Prayer for Illumination
Spirit of All Wisdom, together, we seek your wisdom,
and thirst for your Word.
Gather us with open hearts that the barrenness of Lent
might prepare us for the fruitfulness of Easter. Amen.
First Reading
Psalm 63: 1-8
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Anthem

“Amazing Grace! Eternal Life”

Second Reading Luke 13: 1-9
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God
Sermon
*Hymn No. 438

“Gift of Touching”
“Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me”

pew Bible pg. 582
Travis Boyd
pew Bible pg. 77
Rev. Mark Applewhite
TOPLADY

*Affirmation of Faith
the Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty,
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Prayers of the People
Call to Offering
The Offertory

“My Inmost Heart Now Raises”

*The Doxology

Johann C. Bach

Glory to God, No. 606

*Prayer of Dedication
*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
*Hymn No. 440

“Jesus, Lover of My Soul”

ABERYSTWYTH

*Charge & Benediction
Choral Benediction:

“The Bond of Love”

Postlude

“From Depths of Woe”

Otis Skillings
Johann Pachelbel

_____________________________________________________________________

We Welcome Today Rev. Mark V. Applewhite To Our Pulpit.
Rev. Applewhite has been the Protestant Chaplain at St. Catherine’s Medical
Center since 1995 in Smithtown, and also has been on
Presbytery’s Pulpit Supply ever since.
Rev. Mark is married to Cathy who works at the Parish Resource Center in
Commack, where the Executive Presbyter’s office is located
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Questions for Reflection
Luke 13:1-9 tells the story of a fruitless fig tree that the owner is ready to cut
down. The gardener, however, asks for a little more time. The gardener wants
to tend and cultivate the soil in the hope that figs may yet grow. The gardener
is open to a different future for this tree, in spite of its present condition. Think
about my own life, or the life of someone I love, in relationship to this tory:
What needs special tending? What will cultivate the “soil” of daily life so that
new growth, new possibilities, might emerge? And what can I learn from this
gardener about allowing for a different outcome, a new possibility?
Household Prayer: Morning
Gracious God, the new day carries the potential for growth and new life.
Help me to attend to those things in me
that need care and attention.
Sow your word in me
that I may grow in faithfulness and understanding.
Shake me out of dull routines,
so that I may take part in the good news
you continue to tell urgently and passionately.
In Christ’s name. Amen.
Household Prayer: Evening
As I lie down this night in the shadow of your wings,
God of my life,
I know that you will be with me
even as you have helped me through this day.
Whether I am weary from the day,
or whether the day has been a rich feast of blessings,
I give thanks for your power and glory,
which are present in every circumstance.
As I give myself over to rest and sleep,
I remember that your steadfast love is better than life.
So, I pray, surround me with your love tonight and always.
In the peace of Christ I pray. Amen.
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Information About Today’s Worship Service
Today’s liturgy is reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press
from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion. Copyright 2015.
Thank you to our worship and fellowship leaders this morning!
Assisting :
Lynn Thomson
Greeter:
Deb Speeches
Usher:
Lee Anne Bastille
Coffee Hour Host:
UPW
Today’s flowers are given by Webster Schott in memory of Susan Schott
A very special welcome to our guests! Worship bags with activities for
children are available in the narthex. Please ask an usher and we’ll be happy to
help you. Please join us for light refreshments and fellowship after worship
today in Fellowship Hall.
This week at Shelter Island Presbyterian Church:
Sunday, February 28
Worship
Soupy Sunday
Linda Bonaccorso Concert
Monday, February 29
Engaging the Text
Tuesday, March 1
Women’s Community Club
Lenten Prayer Service
Friday, March 4
AA
Looking Ahead:
Sunday, March 6

Book Discussion
Worship
Pot Luck Luncheon

February bulletins are being donated by Karin Bennett
in loving memory of her sister Gretchen Lochner
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10:30 a.m.
3:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.

Shelter Island Presbyterian Church
32 N. Ferry Rd. (P.O. 612)
Shelter Island, New York 11964
Website: www.sipchurch.org Twitter: @ShelterIslandPC
Phone: (631)749-0805 Pastor Cell: (404)823-5926
info.sipchurch@gmail.com

Administrative Assistant Karen Tudor works on
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Leadership Team of SIPC
Rev. Stephen M. Fearing, Pastor
Linda Betjeman, Minister of Music
Karen Tudor, Administrative Assistant & Clerk of Session
Karin Bennett, Sexton
Session
Class of 2016
Clarissa Tybaert
Ellen Gove
Laura Dickerson

Class of 2017
Hap Bowditch
Lee Anne Bastible
Laura Nelsen

Class of 2018
Lynn Franklin
William Anderson
Chris Lewis

Class of 2016
Doreen McNemar
Colleen Smith
Charlotte Hannabury

Class of 2017
Rachel Brigham
Dana Hallman
Mark Switzer

Class of 2018
Lynn Thomson
Alison Binder
Peter Vielbig

Deacons

Congregational Nominating Committee
Lee Anne Bastible, Carol Gray, Heather Reylek, Peter Vielbig
________________________________________________________________
SIPC Prayer List
The nations in the Middle East, our planet, the men and women in the Armed
Forces and our leaders. For Ashley Sanderson, Lindsay Ehrlich, Lisa Armour,
Melissa Insinga, Audrey Trotman, Tara Chituk, Jill Tuttle Albiani, Sue
Speeches-Caddle, Tara Connolly, Michael Murphy, Zackery Nubs Paben, Don
Zabel, Stetson Hall, Carolyn Sargent, Bill Anderson, Janet Hansen, Scott Taplin
and Gaspar Caro.
We will gladly list the names of any individuals in need of our prayers. You
may share names with us by turning in a note from the pew or by calling the
church office prior to Friday a.m. We will continue to list these names for 4
weeks and then they will be removed unless a specific request is made.
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