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Transfiguration Sunday (Year C) 
10:30 A.M. | Sunday, February 7th, 2016 

Today’s Texts: 
 Exodus 34:29-35       Psalm 99 
 2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2      Luke 9:28-36, (37-43a) 

(The worship service begins with the prelude.  Let us silently prepare our 
hearts and allow others the same opportunity.) 

*We invite you to rise in body or in spirit  
Chimes 

Prelude:   “Air on Traditional French Melody (Picardy)” arr. Jack Nobel White  
  
Words of Welcome and Announcements 

Introit:      “The Lord is in His Holy Temple”                        anon. 
                         
*Call to Worship                     
 Leader:      Come to the mountain, you people of God. 
 All:             We come to hear God's Word. 
 Leader:      Come, you sisters, to proclaim God's greatness. 
 Women:     For the Lord is righteous and just! 
 Leader:      Come, you brothers, to proclaim God's goodness. 
 Men:           For the Lord is the Holy One! 
 Leader:      Come, to proclaim God's brilliance. 
 All:             For the Lord is clothed with light! 
 Leader:      Come, you people, to the mountain of God. 
 All:             For we are gathered to worship the Lord!  

*Prayer of the Day 
 God of all Brilliance, 
 we follow you to the mountain 
 and stand in awe of your presence. 
 The Son that has been born among us 
 is now the King that shines before us. 
 Gather us as your people 
 that we might worship within your light. 
 May that light illuminate our journey 
 that we may follow with sure feet 
 and prepare for the Lenten journey ahead.  Amen. 

*Hymn No. 189      “O Wondrous Sight, O Vision Fair”           DEO GRACIAS                 

Page �2



*Invitation to Confession 
 Let us gather before our shining savior 
 to confess our sins that we might be forgiven. 

*Prayer of Confession  
 Holy God, 
 when you call us to hope and to act with great boldness, 
 we tremble at your presence and cover our eyes. 
 We are afraid of what we will see 
 for your greatness unveils our weakness, 
 your justice unveils our brokenness, 
 and your holiness unveils our stained past. 
 O Lord, hear our prayer. 

 Giver of all grace, forgive us our sins. 
 Give us the strength to renounce that which hides you from us. 
 Give us the wisdom to execute justice and righteousness. 
 Give us the courage to uncover our hearts 
 that we might see the grace of your Son and not lose heart.  Amen. 

*Kyrie            

*Assurance of Forgiveness         
 Friends, hear the Good News of the Gospel: 
 the brilliance of Christ's presence before us 
 outshines the darkness of our sin. 
 In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!  Alleluia!  Amen!    
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*Gloria Patri                    Glory to God, No. 581 

*The Peace 
 Since God has forgiven us in Christ, we also ought to forgive one another. 
 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
 And also with you. 

— Please greet those around you — 

Prayer for Illumination 
 Reveal your presence to us this day, 
       O God of light, love, and glory. 
 As you did to your servants at the foot of the mountain, 
       send your Spirit to show us your story. 
 May the brilliance of your face illuminate this place 
       as we dare to proclaim your Word 
 and may we, your people, be never unable 
       to tell all of that we have heard. 

First Reading  Exodus 34:29-35                                     pew Bible pg. 88 
 This is the Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God. 

Anthem     “Transform Us as You, Transfigured”   Picardy, arr. Richard Proulx 

Second Reading   Luke 9:28-36, (37-43a)                               pew Bible pg. 71 
 This is the Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God                      

*Sung Response  “Jesus Climbed the Mighty Mountain”   AUSTRIAN HYMN         
     Text:  Stephen M. Fearing, 2015 

Jesus climbed the mighty mountain with disciples by his side. 
Peter, John, and James went with him; there the Spirit would abide. 

Early in the morn they gathered to prepare to climb the height. 
Little did they know that blindness would reveal their sacred sight! 

Once the mountain had been conquered, Jesus stopped to pray and rest. 
Then the Spirit came upon him, dazzling white upon his breast. 

Jesus’ face appeared to change him, morphing into blinding glow. 
All who saw it masked their faces, marveled at the Spirit’s show. 
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Once their bleary eyes adjusted to the splendor of the view, 
Moses and Elijah joined him, Jesus spoke between the two. 

Three white faces shown and glimmered, chatted till the sun grew dim. 
Peter, John, and James grew weary, yet they stayed and worshiped him. 

Peter was the first to speak up; he had watched them long enough: 
“it is good for us to stay here; let us get some camping stuff!” 

Then a voice came down from heaven, bellowing as from the past: 
“Here’s my Son, my chosen prophet.  Be still, Peter, listen fast! 

When the voice had finished speaking, Moses and Elijah went. 
Jesus stood alone above them, silence came, the light was spent. 
Down they walked in silent wonder, still in awe because the light. 

To the cross their savior turned them; there would he reveal his might. 

Sermon     “My Name is Peter”                     Rev. Stephen M. Fearing 

*Hymn No. 193  “Jesus, Take Us to the Mountain”   UNSER HERRSCHEL 

*Affirmation of Faith                        the Apostles’ Creed 
  I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
  Maker of heaven and earth, 
 and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 
  who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, dead, and buried; 
  he descended into hell. 
  The third day he rose again from the dead; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty, 
  from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Ghost; 
  the holy catholic church; 
  the communion of saints; 
  the forgiveness of sins; 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

Call to Offering 

The Offertory                  “Soliloquy”                  Gordon Young 

Page �5



*The Doxology           Glory to God, No. 606 

*Prayer of Great Thanksgiving 
 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 Mighty God of Moses and Elijah, 
 you come to us in a whirlwind of mystery, 
 a swirling tempest, a devouring fire. 

 Yet you come to us -  
 speaking of faithfulness and mercy, 
 shining light in our darkness, 
 offering forgiveness for our sin. 

 Therefore we praise you, 
 joining the hymn of the six-winged seraphs, 
 who cover their faces as they sing: 
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 We give you thanks for Jesus Christ, 
 the light of the world -  
 shining at the dawn of creation, 
 shining in our hearts this day 
 with a splendor that overshadows 
 all the beauty of heaven and earth. 

 In his face we have seen your glory; 
 through his words we have heard your truth; 
 by his living and dying and rising 
 we have come to know 
 the height and breadth and depth 
 of your great love. 

 With thanksgiving, we remember 
 the bread of life -  
 taken, blessed, broken, and given 
 that we might be holy and whole. 

 With thanksgiving, we remember 
 the cup of salvation -  
 your new covenant of grace, 
 poured out in love for the world. 

 Remembering your faithfulness and mercy 
 as we share this bread and cup, 
 we offer ourselves in your service 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
  
 Great is the mystery of faith: 
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 Now let us share in your Holy Spirit -  
 poured out in this place, 
 for these people, 
 upon this bread and cup. 

 By your Spirit, make us one people -  
 one in the promise of Moses, 
 one in the prophecy of Elijah, 
 as we seek to proclaim the gospel 
 of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Let our lives shine with Christ’s light -  
 a blessing of joy to the living, 
 a beacon of hope to the dying, 
 the dawning of a new creation. 

 All this we pray to you, O God, 
 through the gift of your Spirit 
 and in the grace of your Word, 
 to the glory of your holy name, 
 as you taught us to pray, saying: 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
 for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Communion 
All are invited to this feast.  The bread and the juice will be brought to you by 
one of our elders.  You are invited to partake of the elements as soon as you 

receive them.  Please let our servers know if you require gluten-free elements 
and it will be provided for you. 

Prayer after Communion 

*Hymn No. 516    “For the Bread Which You Have Broken”     KINGDOM 
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*Responsive Charge & Benediction 
 The cross, we will take it. 
 The bread, we will break it. 
 The pain, we will bear it. 
 The joy, we will share it. 
 The Gospel, we will live it. 
 The love, we will give it. 
 The light, we will cherish it. 
 The darkness, God shall perish it! 

Choral Benediction:       “God Be With You”              Dale Wood 

Postlude      “Go Forth in Faith”                 Franklin Ritter 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
            

Questions for Reflection 
Look at Luke 9:35: “This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!” Where have 

you heard words like these before in the Gospels? (Hint: see Luke 3:22.) Where 
have you heard words like these in your own life? When have you had a strong 
sense of being chosen, claimed, and called by God? How have you responded?  

Household Prayer:  Morning 
Lord Jesus Christ, as morning dawns,  
be our light in this new day.  
Let our lives reflect your glory,  
our words show forth your goodness,  
and our actions shine with your grace;  
in your holy name we pray. Amen.  

Household Prayer:  Evening 
Lord Jesus Christ, as evening comes,  
be our light and hope in darkness.  
Draw near to us in grace,  
surround us with your presence,  
and fill us with your peace;  
in your holy name we pray. Amen.  
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Information About Today’s Worship Service 

Today’s liturgy is reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press 
from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion.  Copyright 2015. 

Thank you to our worship and fellowship leaders this morning! 
Assisting :   Ellen Gove 
Greeter:      Lee Anne Bastible 
Usher:    Deb Speeches 
Coffee Hour Host:      UPW 

Today’s flowers are given by Webster Schott in memory of Susan Schott 

A very special welcome to our guests!  Worship bags with activities for 
children are available in the narthex.  Please ask an usher and we’ll be happy to 
help you.  Please join us for light refreshments and fellowship after worship 
today in Fellowship Hall. 

The February bulletins are being donated by Karin Bennett in loving memory 
of her sister Gretchen Lochner 

This week at Shelter Island Presbyterian Church: 
Sunday, February 7    Worship           10:30 a.m. 
       Annual Meeting         11:30 a.m. 
Monday, February 8   Engaging the Text          9:00 a.m. 
Wednesday, February 10   Ash Wednesday Service         7:00 p.m.         
Friday, February 12    AA             7:30 p.m. 

Looking Ahead: 
Sunday, February 14   Book Discussion          9:00 a.m. 
       Worship          10:30 a.m. 
       Pot Luck Luncheon                  11:30 a.m.  
       S.I. Friends of Music Concert       3:00 p.m. 
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Join us at 7:00 P.M. this upcoming Wednesday, 
February 10th, for our annual Ash Wednesday service 

which marks, with penitence and humility, the beginning 
of the season of Lent and, thus, our long journey 

following Christ to the cross. 

______________________________________________________________ 

A Word About the Paraments - by Wally Smith 

The Paraments hanging on the face of the Narthex today were created by the 
internationally acclaimed Shelter Island artist, Alan Shields, as a gift to Shelter 
Island Presbyterian Church and the Shelter Island community. They were 
commissioned to commemorate the 350th anniversary of SIPC. Alan was a member 
of this church and served on the session. 

Few artists could match the range of materials Alan uses to create his art. Alan 
learned to sew from his mother and two sisters and that is the medium he used to 
create the two works gracing our sanctuary walls today.  

At the time when these two works were being created Alan was struggling through a 
very unsettled period in his life. He was searching for ways to reconcile his 
competing feelings of faith and doubt. These two works helped him define for 
himself the reality that doubt and faith are a fusion of opposites. His belief in that 
revelation brought him home to the Church.  

That opposition of faith and doubt is carried forward in the two opposing artworks 
he created for his church family and the community. He utilized dominate shapes 
and colors of the church and church year. He had the colors emerging, as if out of 
the shadows, to illustrate the idea of how vital faith is to embracing the darkness as 
well the light. One banner is thick and quite heavy while the other is thinner and 
lighter. They were intended to celebrate the path of Good Friday to Easter and he 
hoped that these two original works would celebrate the meaning and experience of 
that spiritual journey of faith. 

These two works are great examples of the spiritual aspect of art. The initial 
reaction to great religious art is often dismay and confusion. That is a part of the 
artist’s intention and will lead the viewer to question and search for the deeper 
meaning and purpose of the art. It takes time to reflect and explore one’s feelings in 
response to the message you believe an artist was trying to provoke.  As you view 
these works reflect on Alan’s idea that faith and doubt are in opposition to each 
other and that that conflict is a source of the strength of one’s faith. 
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Shelter Island Presbyterian Church 
32 N. Ferry Rd. (P.O. 612) 

Shelter Island, New York  11964 
Website:  www.sipchurch.org  Twitter:  @ShelterIslandPC 

Phone:  (631)749-0805 Pastor Cell: (404)823-5926 
info.sipchurch@gmail.com 

Administrative Assistant Karen Tudor works on  
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

Leadership Team of SIPC 
Rev. Stephen M. Fearing, Pastor 

Linda Betjeman, Minister of Music 
Karen Tudor, Administrative Assistant & Clerk of Session 

Karin Bennett, Sexton 
Session 
   Class of 2015    Class of 2016   Class of 2017 
  Lynn Franklin    Clarissa Tybaert  Hap Bowditch 
  Dan Binder    Ellen Gove   Lee Anne Bastible 
  Chris Lewis    Laura Dickerson  Laura Nelsen 
Deacons 
  Class of 2015    Class of 2016   Class of 2017 
  Lynn Thomson  Doreen McNemar  Rachel Brigham 
  Alison Binder    Colleen Smith   Dana Hallman 
  Peter Vielbig         Charlotte Hannabury Mark Switzer 

Congregational Nominating Committee 
Lee Anne Bastible, Carol Gray, Heather Reylek, Peter Vielbig 

________________________________________________________________ 

SIPC Prayer List 

The nations in the Middle East, our planet, the men and women in the Armed 
Forces and our leaders. For Ashley Sanderson, Lindsay Ehrlich, Lisa Armour, 
Melissa Insinga, Audrey Trotman, Tara Chituk, Jill Tuttle Albiani, Sue 
Speeches-Caddle, Tara Connolly, Michael Murphy, Zackery Nubs Paben, Don 
Zabel, Stetson Hall, Carolyn Sargent, Bill Anderson, Janet Hansen, Scott Taplin 
and Gasper Caro.   

We will gladly list the names of any individuals in need of our prayers.  You 
may share names with us by turning in a note from the pew or by calling the 
church office prior to Friday a.m.  We will continue to list these names for 4 
weeks and then they will be removed unless a specific request is made. 
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