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4th Sunday after the Epiphany (Year C) 
10:30 A.M. | Sunday, January 31st, 2016 

Today’s Texts: 
 Jeremiah 1:4-10       Psalm 71:1-6 
 1 Corinthians 13:1-13      Luke 4:21-30 

(The worship service begins with the prelude.  Let us silently prepare our 
hearts and allow others the same opportunity.) 

*We invite you to rise in body or in spirit  
Chimes 

Prelude:      “O Lord, Look Down From Heaven, Behold”   Johann Pachelbel 

Words of Welcome and Announcements 

Introit:       “Hymn of Promise”      Natalie Sleeth 
                         
*Call to Worship                     
 So many things seek to tear us from the God who calls us beloved. 
 Yet God is stronger than anything else;  
 God is our refuge and our strength. 
 So many things seek to distract us from the God who calls us to worship. 
 Yet God alone is righteous; God alone will deliver and rescue us. 
 So many things seek to rip us from the arms of God. 
 Yet God alone is our hope and our trust. 
 Come, let us continually praise God! 

*Prayer of the Day 
      Mothering God, 
      you knew us before we were formed in our mother's womb. 
      There has never been a moment when we have not been in your loving care. 
      You give us birth, you claim us in baptism, you give us a commission. 
      Help us, this day, to better understand your claim upon our lives. 
      Reach out and touch our mouths, place your Word within our hearts 
      that we might proclaim your praise this day and forevermore.  Amen. 

*Hymn No. 275          “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”        EIN FESTE BURG                 

*Invitation to Confession 
 Let us confess our sins to our loving God. 
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*Prayer of Confession  
 Merciful God, 
  whenever we seek you, love is what we find. 
 But you do not always find the same when you seek us. 
       Love is patient, but often we are impatient. 
       Love is kind, but often we are rude. 
       Love is not envious, but we often covet. 
       Love does not insist on its own way, but we often do just that. 
       Love does not rejoice in wrongdoing,  
   but we often celebrate violence. 
       Love never ends,  
   and yet we seldom seek your love as our ultimate purpose. 
 Help us, loving God, to shed our sin and reflect the light of your love. 
 Guide us that we might have faith in your presence, 
       that we might hope in your providence, 
            and, above all, that we might live with your love as our muse.  

*Kyrie            

*Assurance of Forgiveness         
 Though our efforts to love are often full of fault, 
 God's steadfast love never fails. 
 In the name of Jesus Christ, 
 we are forgiven! 
 Alleluia!  Amen!    

*Gloria Patri                    Glory to God, No. 581 
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*The Peace 
 Since God has forgiven us in Christ, we also ought to forgive one another. 
 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
 And also with you. 

— Please greet those around you — 

Prayer for Illumination 
 Wondrous Spirit, 
 gather our minds that they may be one with you. 
 Open our ears that they may hear your Word. 
 Soften our hearts that they may receive your wisdom. 
 Speak to us for we, your servants, are listening.  Amen. 

First Reading  1 Corinthians 13:1-13                           pew Bible pg. 183 
 This is the Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God. 

Anthem   “Lord of Hosts, We Praise You Forever”       Joseph Haydn, 
                         arr. Hal Hopson 

Second Reading   Jeremiah 1:4-10                                        pew Bible pg. 776 
 This is the Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God                      

*Sung Response      “Before I Formed You in the Womb”              ST. ANNE         
     Text:  Stephen M. Fearing, 2015 

“Before I formed you in the womb, I consecrated you.  
A prophet you will come to be, to preach the word anew.” 

Then I said, “God, choose someone else, for I am but a child.  
This burden is too much for me; this journey, much too wild.” 

“Do not say, ‘I am but a child,’ you’re chosen for this task.  
When comes the time you need some help, you only have to ask!” 

“Fear not, my child, for I’m with you, my presence will preside.  
Deliver you, I will, and then the nations will abide.” 

God touched my mouth and I was blessed to preach and prophesy,  
to pluck and pull, destroy, create, with God my strong supply. 

Sermon     “To Preach the Word Anew”     Rev. Stephen M. Fearing 
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*Hymn No. 693             “Though I May Speak”            GIFT OF LOVE 

*Affirmation of Faith                        the Apostles’ Creed 
  I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
  Maker of heaven and earth, 
 and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 
  who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, dead, and buried; 
  he descended into hell. 
  The third day he rose again from the dead; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty, 
  from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Ghost; 
  the holy catholic church; 
  the communion of saints; 
  the forgiveness of sins; 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

The Prayers of the People 

Call to Offering 

The Offertory     “When in the Hour of Utmost Need”  Johann Christoph Bach         
*****Please take a moment to fill out the friendship pads***** 

*The Doxology           Glory to God, No. 606 

*Prayer of Thanksgiving                                          

*The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
 for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
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*Hymn No. 463   “How Firm a Foundation”        FOUNDATION 

*Charge & Benediction 

Choral Benediction:      “The Lord Bless You”                        Hal Hopson  

Postlude        “Dear Christians, One and All Rejoice”                 J.S. Bach  
________________________________________________________________________ 

Questions for Reflection 
In Jesus’ first sermon, he referred to two scriptural stories to illustrate God’s 
love.  Why did that so enrage the congregation that they wanted to kill him?  

Do some of Jesus’ teachings still enrage us today? 
Household Prayer:  Morning 

God, you have given me the gift of another day; 
may I live it in gratitude. 
Help me to be loving to others, 
to Earth, and to myself; 
in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

Household Prayer:  Evening 
Holy One, this day is drawing to an end. 
Be with me as I pause and ponder 
all the love I saw and received today. 
Help me to see you in each moment of love. 
Where I fell short of being patient and kind, 
help me to feel your patience and kindness toward me, 
and give me peace, as I give this day back to you.  Amen. 

Stephen, Karen, Karin, and Linda would like to 
sincerely thank the entire congregation for 

generously pitching in for the Staff Christmas 
Gift!  We love you, we appreciate you, we 

couldn’t do this work without you! 
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Information About Today’s Worship Service 

Today’s liturgy is reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press 
from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion.  Copyright 2015. 

Thank you to our worship and fellowship leaders this morning! 
Assisting :   Laura Dickerson 
Greeter:      Susie Lange 
Usher:    Chris Lewis 
Coffee Hour Host:         Session 

Today’s flowers are given by Webster Schott in memory of Susan Schott 

A very special welcome to our guests!  Worship bags with activities for 
children are available in the narthex.  Please ask an usher and we’ll be happy to 
help you.  Please join us for light refreshments and fellowship after worship 
today in Fellowship Hall. 

The January bulletins are being donated by Karin Bennett in loving memory of 
her sister Morgwn Lochner  Gonzales 

This week at Shelter Island Presbyterian Church: 
Sunday, January 31    Worship           10:30 a.m. 
       Soupy Sunday Chicken Barley & Vegetable 
       Roswitha Wissemann 
Monday, February 1   Engaging the Text           9:00 a.m. 
Tuesday, February 2   Women’s Community Club       12:00 p.m. 
       Deacon’s Meeting                           5:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, February 3   Maureen’s Haven Dinner 
Friday, February 5    AA              7:30 p.m. 

Looking Ahead: 
Sunday, February 7    Worship          10:30 a.m. 
       Annual Meeting                 11:30 a.m.  
                     
“The Session of the Shelter Island Presbyterian Church has called the Annual 
Meeting of the Congregation for Sunday, February 7, 2016 immediately 
following the worship service.  At this Annual Meeting the Session will present 
the 2015 Annual Report and the 2016 Annual Budget.  The Congregational 
Nominating Committee will present a motion to approve the Election of 
Officers.” 
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Shelter Island Presbyterian Church 
32 N. Ferry Rd. (P.O. 612) 

Shelter Island, New York  11964 
Website:  www.sipchurch.org  Twitter:  @ShelterIslandPC 

Phone:  (631)749-0805 Pastor Cell: (404)823-5926 
info.sipchurch@gmail.com 

Administrative Assistant Karen Tudor works on  
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

Leadership Team of SIPC 
Rev. Stephen M. Fearing, Pastor 

Linda Betjeman, Minister of Music 
Karen Tudor, Administrative Assistant & Clerk of Session 

Karin Bennett, Sexton 
Session 
   Class of 2015    Class of 2016   Class of 2017 
  Lynn Franklin    Clarissa Tybaert  Hap Bowditch 
  Dan Binder    Ellen Gove   Lee Anne Bastible 
  Chris Lewis    Laura Dickerson  Laura Nelsen 
Deacons 
  Class of 2015    Class of 2016   Class of 2017 
  Lynn Thomson  Doreen McNemar  Rachel Brigham 
  Alison Binder    Colleen Smith   Dana Hallman 
  Peter Vielbig         Charlotte Hannabury Mark Switzer 

Congregational Nominating Committee 
Lee Anne Bastible, Carol Gray, Heather Reylek, Peter Vielbig 

________________________________________________________________ 

SIPC Prayer List 

The nations in the Middle East, our planet, the men and women in the Armed 
Forces and our leaders. For Ashley Sanderson, Lindsay Ehrlich, Lisa Armour, 
Melissa Insinga, Audrey Trotman, Tara Chituk, Jill Tuttle Albiani, Sue 
Speeches-Caddle, Tara Connolly, Michael Murphy, Zackery Nubs Paben, Janet 
Hansen, Don Zabel, Stetson Hall, Carolyn Sargent and Bill Anderson.   

We will gladly list the names of any individuals in need of our prayers.  You 
may share names with us by turning in a note from the pew or by calling the 
church office prior to Friday a.m.  We will continue to list these names for 4 
weeks and then they will be removed unless a specific request is made. 
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