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Baptism of the Lord (Year C) 
10:30 A.M. | Sunday, January 10th, 2016 

Today’s Texts: 
 Isaiah 43:1-7        Psalm 29 
 Acts 8:14-17        Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

(The worship service begins with the prelude.  Let us silently prepare our 
hearts and allow others the same opportunity.) 

*We invite you to rise in body or in spirit  
Chimes 

Prelude:      “O Morning  Star, How Fair and Bright”     arr. Charles Callahan 

Words of Welcome and Announcements 

Introit:     “There’s a Song in the Air”  J.G. Holland/K.F. Harrington 
                         
*Call to Worship                         
 We have been claimed by the God who calls us children. 
 We, the redeemed, have been called by name. 
 As with the Israelites, God promises to pass with us through the water. 
 We will not fear, for God is with us! 
 The rivers shall not overwhelm us for God is our guide and our protector. 
 Through God’s saving grace, the waters that tested us 
 are now the waters that wash us and nourish us. 
 Great is the Fount of Every Blessing, 
 ever flowing, ever redeeming, ever claiming us as God’s children. 
 Come, let us worship the God who washes us in grace.  Let us pray… 

*Prayer of the Day 
     Mothering God, 
     you have formed us from the dust, 
     redeemed us from our brokenness, 
    and led us through the waters of the the Red Sea, 
     and we have arrived safely on the other side. 
     May our worship of you reflect the awe we have at your watery grace, 
     the grace that sustains us when the waves rise around us.  Amen. 

*Hymn No. 10   “Sing Glory to the Name of God”     LAST UNS ERFREUEN 
                       
*Invitation to Confession 
     At the water’s edge, we are gathered to confess and repent. 
     Come to the font and may our sins be lifted up to our merciful God. 
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*Prayer of Confession  
     God of our Baptism, 
     we come to that same river where you were baptized,  
     and we stand next to you, waiting to be washed. 
     But we confess that we often wish to do so 
     without going through the messiness of repentance. 
     We want your grace but act as we did before receiving it.  
     Help us to truly be baptized by your Good News, 
     by hearing it, touching it, tasting it,  
     and then reflecting it as the sunrise over the river’s horizon.  Amen. 

*Kyrie            

*Assurance of Forgiveness         
     At the water’s edge, our fears are relieved and our hopes restored, 
     for we have turned to God because God has first turned to us. 
     Friends, by the waters of our baptism, you and I are forgiven. 
     Alleluia!  Amen! 

*Gloria Patri                    Glory to God, No. 581 

*The Peace 
 Since God has forgiven us in Christ, we also ought to forgive one another. 
 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
 And also with you. 

— Please greet those around you — 
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Prayer for Illumination 
     As water splashed across our face awakens us in the morn, 
     may your Word awaken us to your presence. 
     Wash us in your wisdom, 
     bathe us in your goodness, 
     refresh us with your grace, 
     by the power of your Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

First Reading  Isaiah 43:1-7                                   pew Bible pg. 745 
 This is the Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God. 

*Sung Response         “Thus Says the Lord, Our God”         ENGLEBERG  
Paraphrase of Isaiah 43:1-7 

Text:  Stephen M. Fearing, 2015 

Thus says the Lord, our God, our all in all: 
Fear not, my people; heed redemption’s call,  
you are my children, saved from ev’ry fall.   

Alleluia! 

I call you by your name and you are mine.  
No more can death embrace you; light will shine,  

for you are fruit of my enduring vine.   
Alleluia! 

Though waters threaten you and fear surrounds; 
my love will strengthen you, my grace abounds;  

go forth with courage for salvation sounds.  
Alleluia! 

So precious are you in my sight, my child,  
You go protected though the fire be wild,  

Untouched by flame, you now are reconciled. 
Alleluia!   

Thus says the Lord, our God:  with you I’ll go. 
the saving waters from the font will flow  

and give you cause to laugh and faith to grow. 
         Alleluia!   
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Second Reading   Luke 3:15-17, 21-22                                 pew Bible pg. 61 
 This is the Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God                      

Anthem    “O How Beautiful the Sky”          Danish Folk Melody 

Sermon “Some Words on Baptism”        Rev. Stephen M. Fearing 

*Hymn No. 475 “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”  NETTLETON 

*Affirmation of Faith         from the Confession of 1967  
 By humble submission to John’s baptism,  
 Christ joined himself to men and women in their need  
 and entered upon his ministry of reconciliation in the power of the Spirit.  
 Christian baptism marks the receiving of the same Spirit by all his people.  
 Baptism with water represents not only cleansing from sin,  
 but a dying with Christ and a joyful rising with him to new life.  
 It commits all Christians to die each day to sin  
 and to live for righteousness.  
 In baptism, the church celebrates the renewal of the covenant  
 with which God has bound us to God’s very self.  
 By baptism, individuals are publicly received into the church  
 to share in its life and ministry,  
 and the church becomes responsible  
 for their training and support in Christian discipleship.  
 When those baptized are infants, the congregation, as well as the parents,  
 has a special obligation to nurture them in the Christian life,  
 leading them to make, by a public profession,  
 a personal response to the love of God shown forth in their baptism. 

The Prayers of the People 

Call to Offering 

The Offertory             “Meditation on ‘Morning Star’”     arr. Charles Callahan 
*****Please take a moment to fill out the friendship pads***** 

*The Doxology           Glory to God, No. 606 

*Prayer of Thanksgiving                                          
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*The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
 for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

*Hymn No. 490 “Wash, O God, Your Sons and Daughters”   BEACH SPRING 

*Charge & Benediction 

Choral Benediction:       “Four-Fold Amen”                           Bobbins 

Postlude         “Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies”  arr. Charles Callahan 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
            

Questions for Reflection 
How may I live in the power of the Holy Spirit this day?  

What in my life is like chaff that the Holy Spirit burns away in order for me to 
live as a free and faithful child of God?  

Household Prayer:  Morning 
Loving God,  
we begin this new day in the sure knowledge  
that you have claimed us as your children.  
In all that we do,  
keep us mindful of actions that are pleasing in your sight.  
In all that we say,  
make us attentive to the witness we give to your love. Let our lives be an 
example to all whom we encounter, living as daughters and sons of God  
who follow in the path of Jesus,  
our Lord and our brother. Amen.  

Household Prayer:  Evening 
As evening comes and we end the labors of this day,  
we thank you, Lord Jesus, that you have been our companion.  
If we have disregarded your fellowship, forgive us.  
Where we have strayed from your path, correct us.  
Let us rest this evening as children of God,  
sheltered in the love of those who belong to your holy family of grace. Amen.  
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Information About Today’s Worship Service 

Today’s liturgy is reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press 
from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion.  Copyright 2015. 

Thank you to our worship and fellowship leaders this morning! 
Assisting :   Doreen McNemar 
Greeter:      Chris Lewis 
Usher:    Susie Lange 
Coffee Hour Host:         Session  

Today’s flowers are given by Webster Schott in memory of Susan Schott 

A very special welcome to our guests!  Worship bags with activities for 
children are available in the narthex.  Please ask an usher and we’ll be happy to 
help you.  Please join us for light refreshments and fellowship after worship 
today in Fellowship Hall. 

The January bulletins are being donated by Karin Bennett  
in loving memory of her sister 
   Morgwn Lochner Gonzales 

This week at Shelter Island Presbyterian Church: 
Sunday, January 10    Worship           10:30 a.m. 
       Soupy Sunday 
       Messiah Sing Along          3:00 p.m. 
Monday, January 11   Engaging the Text           9:00 a.m.  
Friday, January 15    AA              7:30 p.m. 

Looking Ahead: 
Sunday, January 17    Worship          10:30 a.m. 
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Shelter Island Presbyterian Church 
32 N. Ferry Rd. (P.O. 612) 

Shelter Island, New York  11964 
Website:  www.sipchurch.org  Twitter:  @ShelterIslandPC 

Phone:  (631)749-0805 Pastor Cell: (404)823-5926 
info.sipchurch@gmail.com 

Administrative Assistant Karen Tudor works on  
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

Leadership Team of SIPC 
Rev. Stephen M. Fearing, Pastor 

Linda Betjeman, Minister of Music 
Karen Tudor, Administrative Assistant & Clerk of Session 

Karin Bennett, Sexton 
Session 
   Class of 2015    Class of 2016   Class of 2017 
  Lynn Franklin    Clarissa Tybaert  Hap Bowditch 
  Dan Binder    Ellen Gove   Lee Anne Bastible 
  Chris Lewis    Laura Dickerson  Laura Nelsen 
Deacons 
  Class of 2015    Class of 2016   Class of 2017 
  Lynn Thomson  Doreen McNemar  Rachel Brigham 
  Alison Binder    Colleen Smith   Dana Hallman 
  Peter Vielbig         Charlotte Hannabury Mark Switzer 

Congregational Nominating Committee 
Lee Anne Bastible, Carol Gray, Heather Reylek, Peter Vielbig 

________________________________________________________________ 

SIPC Prayer List 

The nations in the Middle East, our planet, the men and women in the Armed 
Forces and our leaders. For Ashley Sanderson, Lindsay Ehrlich, Lisa Armour, 
Melissa Insinga, Audrey Trotman,Tara Chituk, Jill Tuttle Albiani, Sue 
Speeches-Caddle, Tara Connolly, Michael Murphy, Zackery Nubs Paben, Janet 
Hansen, Don Zabel, Stetson Hall, Carolyn Sargent and Karen Brush.   

We will gladly list the names of any individuals in need of our prayers.  You 
may share names with us by turning in a note from the pew or by calling the 
church office prior to Friday a.m.  We will continue to list these names for 4 
weeks and then they will be removed unless a specific request is made. 
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