Shelter Island Presbyterian Church
Est. 1743

2nd Sunday after Christmas Day (Year C)
10:30 A.M. | Sunday, January 3rd, 2016
Today’s Texts:
Jeremiah 31:7-14
Ephesians 1:3-14

Psalm 147:12-20
John 1:1-18

(The worship service begins with the prelude. Let us silently prepare our
hearts and allow others the same opportunity.)
*We invite you to rise in body or in spirit
Chimes
Prelude:

“From Heaven Above to Earth I Come”

Johann Pachelbel

Words of Welcome and Announcements
Introit

“Of the Father’s Love Begotten” Plainsong Divinum Mysterium

*Call to Worship
Ephesians 1:3-14
A new year begins, and with it new opportunities to preach the Gospel!
We give thanks to God for the year past,
and look with anticipation at what God will bring in the year to come.
God has destined us for adoption as God’s children,
the season of Christmas reminds us of the fulfillment of that adoption.
We are God’s children, and the Lord is our God!
In Christ, we have obtained an inheritance;
We, who have set our hope in Christ, live for the praise of his glory!
Come, let us worship the newborn King! Let us pray…
*Prayer of the Day
Christmas God,
John 1:1-18
because you came to us as a helpless little baby,
we are reminded that each of us, young and old alike, are your children.
Through the incarnation of your Son, Jesus Christ,
the Word has been made flesh and light has shattered the darkness.
Bless this our worship and lead us to your everlasting light. Amen.
*Hymn No. 119

“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”

*Invitation to Confession
As we continue the season of Christmas,
let us confess our sins,
our actions and our inactions,
that are contrary to the kingdom of the newborn King.
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MENDELSSOHN

*Prayer of Confession (Responsive)
Psalm 147
Almighty God,
The verbs of Psalm 147 remind us of your actions:
you strengthen, bless, grant, fill, send, give, make, and declare.
But we confess that our verbs do not always match yours:
we argue, fight, lie, steal, oppress, ignore, refuse, and silence.
Forgive us, Lord, for what we’ve done to tarnish your holy name.
Give us courage, merciful God, to make our actions match yours.
Help us to shed our sin and join you in your redemptive work.
This we pray in your good and gracious name. Amen.
*Kyrie

*Assurance of Forgiveness
The prophet Jeremiah reminds us that our sin does not have the final word.
God will turn our mourning into joy, God will comfort us,
God will give us gladness for sorrow.
Friends, in the name of Jesus Christ, you and I are forgiven!
Alleluia! Amen!
*Sung Response

Glory to God, No. 58

*The Peace
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, we also ought to forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
— Please greet those around you —
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Prayer for Illumination
God of all wisdom and might,
Ephesians 1:3-14
send your Spirit this day that we might hear your word of truth,
the gospel of your salvation, and believe in you.
May your scripture be a feast upon our lips
and a gladsome song to be sung for all eternity. Amen.
First Reading
Jeremiah 31:7-14
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

pew Bible pg. 779

Second Reading
John 1:1-18
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God

pew Bible pg. 94

Anthem

“That Boy-Child of Mary”

Sermon
*Hymn No. 150

trad. Malawi melody,
arr. Tom Colvin
Rev. Stephen M. Fearing

“As with Gladness Men of Old”

DIX

*Affirmation of Faith
We believe that God has come to us as a little child,
making our weakness his strength,
securing our salvation by becoming one of us,
blessing us with with a steadfast savior,
filling our hearts with joy to be shared with one another.
We believe that God has birthed righteousness and justice into the world,
giving us a law that will be written upon our hearts,
making the cause of the oppressed the highest priority,
declaring an everlasting reign of peace,
defeating the power of pain and suffering.
We believe that God calls us to participate in this reality of love,
inviting us to proclaim Christ’s resurrection at the Table,
transforming us as disciples to go out into the world,
sending us forth to announce his kingdom of peace and comfort,
challenging us to see everyone as nothing less than beloved children.
This we believe.
This we preach.
This we seek to embody in word and deed.
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Call to Offering
The Offertory

“From Heaven Above to Earth I Come”
Friedrich Wilhelm Zachau

*The Doxology

Glory to God, No. 606

*Prayer of Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Good and gracious God,
we thank you for your presence among us,
that you would bring us the eternal Word made flesh,
that you would call us your beloved children,
that you would send your light into the darkness.
To you we ascribe all thanks and praise,
for you alone are our hope and our salvation.
Through the power of your speech,
you brought all creation into order;
all things have come into being through you;
not one single thing is exempt from your creation.
With all creation, with people in every time and place,
we join the everlasting chorus:
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We remember how, on that holy night,
Mary and Joseph could find no place to stay,
so they found a manger and made their bed
with the animals of the stable.
Through these marginalized people seeking refuge,
you made your presence known to the world.
We remember how the shepherds and the wisemen gathered
to worship the child who would redeem all of creation.
Their gifts were brought to pay homage to the true King.
We give you thanks for the gifts of this Table,
which are given to us to proclaim your holy and majestic name.
We remember how this child grew up,
growing in wisdom and in years,
embodying your goodness in word and deed,
healing people, comforting people, loving stranger and friend.
We remember how he gathered his friends on the night he was betrayed,
how he took the bread, blessed and broke it,
and gave it to his disciples saying:
"take, eat, do this in remembrance of me."
Likewise, he took the cup and, pouring it, said:
"this is the cup of salvation, shed in my blood, for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this in remembrance of me."
For as long as we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the resurrection of our living savior until he comes again.
As we wait, watch, and wonder with the wisemen and the shepherds,
we proclaim the mystery of faith:
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We give thanks for your gifts of grace and goodness
in this season of Christmas.
May this meal of remembrance transform us into your servants,
going out into the world to proclaim your resurrection
and to welcome all to partake in your reign of peace, love, and harmony.
As we prepare to live as your disciples,
hear us as we pray as you taught us to pray, saying:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
Prayer after Communion
*Hymn No. 136

“Go, Tell It on the Mountain”

GO TELL IT

*Responsive Charge & Benediction
The cross, we will take it.
The bread, we will break it.
The pain, we will bear it.
The joy, we will share it.
The Gospel, we will live it.
The love, we will give it.
The light, we will cherish it.
The darkness, God shall perish it!
Choral Benediction:
Postlude

“Love Has Come”

French melody, text Ken Bible

“From Heaven Above to Earth I Come”

Charles Callahan

________________________________________________________________________
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Questions for Reflection
How may I live this day as a child of God who shares in the inheritance of
Christ?
As Christ shines into the darkness of the world around me, what does the Light
of Christ allow me to see?

Household Prayer: Morning
Loving God, each new day you fill the world with light for our work and
recreation. As we go to our daily tasks, teach us to live as your faithful children
whose eyes are open to the light of Christ. Where there is uncertainty or
falsehood, help us see your truth. Where there is division or conflict, keep us in
your love. Enable all that we do or say to bear witness to our inheritance as
children of God; through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son. Amen.

Household Prayer: Evening
Holy God, evening falls upon us, but darkness cannot overcome your
light. In all that we have faithfully accomplished this day, your light has
illumined our way. In all that we have truthfully spoken this day, your wisdom
has guided our judgement. In any way we have strayed, may your light reveal
our fault and your wisdom correct our folly. Let us rest from our labor, trusting
in your love for all your children, and let us begin tomorrow with renewed
strength to live according to your will. Through Christ we pray. Amen.
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Information About Today’s Worship Service
Today’s liturgy was written by Rev. Stephen M. Fearing, 2015
(www.stephenmfearing.com)
Today’s questions for reflection and morning and evening household prayers
are reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on
the Word Worship Companion. Copyright 2015.
Thank you to our worship and fellowship leaders this morning!
Assisting :
Greeter:
Chris Lewis
Usher:
Susie Lange
Coffee Hour Host:
Session

This week at Shelter Island Presbyterian Church:
Sunday, January 3
Worship
Listen To My Heart Concert
Monday, January 4
Engaging the Text
Building & Grounds Meeting
Friday, January 8
AA

10:30 a.m.
3:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m..
7:30 p.m.

Looking Ahead:
Sunday, January 10

10:30 a.m.

Worship
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Community “Sing-In” of Handel’s Messiah
Shelter Island Presbyterian Church

Messiah “Sing-In”
Sunday, January
10th
3:00 P.M.
Shelter Island
Presbyterian Church
www.sipchurch.org
One of the great Christmas
season traditions in many
communities is the singing of
Handel’s Messiah, and this year
the Shelter Island Community
Chorus is following this
tradition by sponsoring the
First Annual Shelter Island
Messiah Sing-In.

Shelter Island is inviting all
choristers and other interested
singers on the East End of
Long Island to join us on
January 10, appropriately the
Sunday after the Feast of the
Epiphany, at 3 p.m., in the
singing of the choruses of the
Christmas section (Part 1) as
well as, of course, the
Hallelujah chorus. The
celebration will be held at the
Shelter Island Presbyterian
Church on Route 114 in the
center of the Island.
The Presbyterian Church choir
has graciously offered to lend
40 copies of the score
(Schirmer edition) to those who
need them for the occasion.

We all know that The Messiah
is one of the great
masterpieces and we hope you
will join us in enthusiastic
musical praise as we mark the
end of the Christmas season
and celebrate the joy of singing
and the camaraderie of
choristers on the East End.
After the Sing-In, everyone is
invited to a social gathering in
the Church fellowship hall.

For more information or to
let us know you’ll be singing
with us, please call:
Jack Monaghan - 749-3216
or
Peter Vielbig - 749-1801

Page 11

Shelter Island Presbyterian Church
32 N. Ferry Rd. (P.O. 612)
Shelter Island, New York 11964
Website: www.sipchurch.org Twitter: @ShelterIslandPC
Phone: (631)749-0805 Pastor Cell: (404)823-5926
info.sipchurch@gmail.com

Administrative Assistant Karen Tudor works on
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Leadership Team of SIPC
Rev. Stephen M. Fearing, Pastor
Linda Betjeman, Minister of Music
Karen Tudor, Administrative Assistant & Clerk of Session
Karin Bennett, Sexton
Session
Class of 2015
Lynn Franklin
Dan Binder
Chris Lewis

Class of 2016
Clarissa Tybaert
Ellen Gove
Laura Dickerson

Class of 2017
Hap Bowditch
Lee Anne Bastible
Laura Nelsen

Class of 2015
Lynn Thomson
Alison Binder
Peter Vielbig

Class of 2016
Doreen McNemar
Colleen Smith
Charlotte Hannabury

Class of 2017
Rachel Brigham
Dana Hallman
Mark Switzer

Deacons

Congregational Nominating Committee
Lee Anne Bastible, Carol Gray, Heather Reylek, Peter Vielbig
________________________________________________________________
SIPC Prayer List
The nations in the Middle East, our planet, the men and women in the Armed
Forces and our leaders. For Ashley Sanderson, Lindsay Ehrlich, Frank Catoe,
Lisa Armour, Melissa Insinga, Audrey Trotman, Tara Chituk, Jill Tuttle Albiani,
Sue Speeches-Caddle, Paul Speeches, Micheal Murphy, Chuck and Patti
Bradlow, Delmer Mattison, Zackery Nubs Paben, Janet Hansen, Don Zabel,
Stetson Hall and Joe Napolitano .
We will gladly list the names of any individuals in need of our prayers. You
may share names with us by turning in a note from the pew or by calling the
church office prior to Friday a.m. We will continue to list these names for 4
weeks and then they will be removed unless a specific request is made.
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