
Thanksgiving Eve Ecumenical Service 
7:00 P.M. | Wednesday, November 25th, 2015 

Lectionary Texts for Thanksgiving Day: 
 Joel 2:21-27         Psalm 126 
 1 Timothy 2:1-7        Matthew 6:25-33 

*We invite you to rise in body or in spirit  
During liturgical readings, you are invited to read aloud the words in bold. 

Prelude:         “We Gather Together”             Charles Callahan  

Words of Welcome       Rev. Stephen M. Fearing 

*Posting of Colors & Pledge of Allegiance                       Shelter Island Scouts 
                         
*Call to Worship               Rev. Thomas Charls                 
 Give thanks to the Lord, for God is good. 
 God’s steadfast love endures forever. 
 Give thanks to the Lord and call upon God’s name. 
 Make known God’s deeds among the peoples! 
 God blesses us with gifts of love, 
 with food and clothing, home and family. 
 God blesses us with daily work 
 and all we need from day to day. 
 God protects us in times of danger 
 and guards us from every evil. 
 God calls us into relationship 
 and forms us into holy people. 
 Therefore, we shall offer thanks and praise to the Lord our God. 
 Come, let us worship and give thanks to God! 

*Hymn No. 643 “Now Thank We All Our God”  NUN DANKET ALLE GOTT 
                       
Presidential Proclamation          Supervisor Jim Dougherty 

Prayer of the Day                        Fr. Peter DeSanctis 
 Almighty God,  
 your generous goodness comes to us new every day.  
 By the work of your Spirit lead us to acknowledge your goodness,  
 give thanks for your benefits,  
 and serve you in willing obedience;  
 through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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Invitation to Confession                    Rev. Stephen M. Fearing 

Prayer of Confession  
 God of all Goodness and Graciousness, 
 hear us now as we confess silently those moments  
 when we have not been thankful of your provisions. 

time for silent confession 
 Forgiving God, 
 Grant us clear minds to know you, 
 new hearts to love you, 
 and strong hands to serve you. 
 Help us live this day, this week, and always 
 so that our whole life is a thanksgiving to you. Amen. 
           
Assurance of Forgiveness         

*Gloria Patri                               Hymn, No. 58 
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Prayer for Illumination      Rev. Stephen M. Fearing 
 Living God, 
 help us so to hear your holy Word 
 that we may truly understand; 
 that, understanding, we may believe, 
 and, believing, 
 we may follow in all faithfulness and obedience, 
 seeking your honor and glory in all that we do; 
 through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

First Reading  Psalm 126                                    
 This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Sung Response - “When God Restored Our Common Life”          Hymn No. 74  
  
Second Reading John 6:25-35                         
 This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Anthem                     “Give Thanks to the Lord”     Brenda & Ken Barker 

Sermon                      Fr. Charles McCarron 

*Hymn No. 367 “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”  

*Litany of Thanksgiving 
 Give thanks to the Lord who is good. 
 God’s love is everlasting. 
 Come, let us praise God joyfully. 
 Let us come to God with thanksgiving. 
 For the good world; 
  for things great and small, beautiful and awesome; 
  for seen and unseen splendors; 
 Thank you, God. 
 For human life; 
  for talking and moving and thinking together; 
  for common hopes and hardships shared from birth until our dying; 
 Thank you, God. 
 For work to do and strength to work; 
  for the comradeship of labor; 
  for exchanges of good humor and encouragement; 
 Thank you, God. 
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 For marriage; 
  for the mystery and joy of flesh made one; 
  for mutual forgiveness and burdens shared; 
  for secrets kept in love; 
 Thank you, God. 
 For family; 
  for living together and eating together; 
  for family amusements and family pleasures; 
 Thank you, God. 
 For children; 
  for their energy and curiosity; 
  for their brave play and startling frankness; 
  for their sudden sympathies; 
 Thank you, God. 
 For the young; 
  for their high hopes; 
  for their irreverence toward worn-out values; 
  for their search for freedom; 
  for their solemn vows; 
 Thank you, God. 
 For growing up and growing old; 
  for wisdom deepened by experience; 
  for rest in leisure; 
  for time made precious by its passing; 
 Thank you, God. 
 For your help in times of doubt and sorrow; 
  for healing our diseases; 
  for preserving us in temptation and danger; 
 Thank you, God. 
 For the church into which we have been called; 
  for the good news we receive by Word and Sacrament; 
  for our life together in the Lord; 
 We praise you, God. 
 For your Holy Spirit, 
  who guides our steps and brings us gifts of faith and love; 
  who prays in us and prompts our grateful worship; 
 We praise you, God. 
 Above all, O God, for your Son Jesus Christ, 
  who lived and died and lives again for our salvation; 
  for our hope in him; 
  and for the joy of serving him. 
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 We thank and praise you, Eternal God, 
 for all your goodness to us. 
 Give thanks to the Lord, who is good. 
 God’s love is everlasting.  Amen. 

Call to Offering          Fr. Peter DeSanctis 

The Offertory “Improvisation on ‘Praise and Thanksgiving’” Charles Callahan 

*The Doxology                       Hymn, No. 606 

*Prayer of Thanksgiving                                 Rev. Thomas Charls                           

*The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
 for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
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Presentation from Boston Mission Trip                  S.I. All-Faith Youth Group 

*Hymn No. 649 “Amazing Grace” (vss. 1-4)        AMAZING GRACE 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, 
that saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, 
was blind, but now I see. 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
and grace my fears relieved. 

How precious did that grace appear 
the hour I first believed! 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares, 
I have already come. 

'Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 
and grace will lead me home. 

The Lord has promised good to me; 
his word my hope secures. 

He will my shield and portion be 
as long as life endures. 

*Charge & Benediction           Fr. Charles McCarron 

Choral Benediction          “Amazing Grace” (vs. 5)       AMAZING GRACE 

When we've been there ten thousand years, 
bright shining as the sun, 

we've no less days to sing God's praise 
than when we'd first begun. 

Postlude  “Fanfare on ‘Come Ye Thankful People’”         Charles Callahan 
 
________________________________________________________________________
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Worship Leaders: 
Linda Betjeman - Organist, Shelter Island Presbyterian Church 

Rev. Thomas Charls - Grace Evangelical Church 
Fr. Peter DeSanctis - Our Lady of the Isle Roman Catholic Church 

Rev. Stephen M. Fearing - Shelter Island Presbyterian Church 
Fr. Charles McCarron - St. Mary’s Episcopal Church 

• Today’s Call to Worship and Prayer of the Day were written by Rev. Thomas 
L. Weitzel, Evangelical Lutheran Church of America. 

• Today’s Confession sequence was written by Kevin Little. 

Paraphrase of Psalm 126 by Michael Morgan 
from Psalter for Christian Worship, (Witherspoon Press, 2010).  Copyright Michael Morgan.  Used by permission. 

When the Lord brought home our treasure, 
 All delights were like a dream; 
In defeat, a shout of victory; 
 In the sand, a flowing stream. 
Mouths that once were parched with anguish 
 Now with shouts of joy are filled; 
Laughter now displaces sadness 
 For the goodness God has willed. 

Bring us back to former glory, 
 Lost through years of exile’s pain; 
Generations long forgotten 
 Seek God’s favor to regain. 
Those who plant their seeds with grieving, 
 Wetting soil with falling tears, 
Shall rejoice in time of harvest, 
 Reaping hope for all their years. 
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