3rd Sunday of Advent (Year C)
10:30 A.M. | Sunday, December 13th, 2015
Today’s Texts:
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Philippians 4:4-7

Isaiah 12:2-6
Luke 3:7-18

(The worship service begins with the prelude. Let us silently prepare our
hearts and allow others the same opportunity.)
*We invite you to rise in body or in spirit
Chimes
Prelude:

“O Lord, How Shall I Meet Thee”

Georg F. Kaufmann

Words of Welcome and Announcements
Lighting of the Advent Candle
Without joy, we have no fulfillment to our lives.
As we continue the season of Advent,
we wait in joyful anticipation
of the happiness the Christ-child will bring to a world
that needs it so desperately.
We seek to live as a people of joy
that share it with everyone we encounter,
to bless others with the happiness we have in Jesus Christ.
Sung response - Hymn No. 85 (Verse 3 only)
We light this candle to symbolize the joy we have in Christ's presence.
We gather to share this joy with one another.
*Call to Worship
Sing aloud, daughter Zion; shout, O Israel!
Zeph. 3:14-20
Let us rejoice and exult with all our hearts.
God has taken away the judgements against us.
The King of Israel, the Lord, is in our midst; we shall fear no more.
God is gathering us, bringing us home.
We will sing and praise the Lord.
Come, let us worship God on this Advent journey.
Let us pray…
*Prayer of the Day
*Hymn No. 102

“Savior of the Nations, Come”
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*Invitation to Confession
Let us follow the Baptist's cry
to present ourselves before the Lord,
to repent of our sins,
and ask for forgiveness,
that we might receive the joy of his salvation.

Luke 3:7-18

*Prayer of Confession
John the Baptist gave us wise advise,
Luke 3:7-18
"whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none;
and whoever has food must do likewise."
We confess that we do not always do this.
Our closets are overstuffed and our cabinets overflow
while people around the world freeze and starve.
Help us, gracious God,
to share the joy of blessing with others around us.
May we remember that as long as there is one cold person left,
as long as there is one hungry person left in the world,
we still have work to do. Amen.
*Kyrie

Words by Stephen M. Fearing

*Assurance of Forgiveness
Hear these words of comfort from the prophet Isaiah:
Isa. 12:2-6
"Surely God is our salvation; we will trust, and will not be afraid,
for the LORD GOD is our strength and our might;
God has become our salvation."
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Friends, God has become our salvation, indeed!
Open yourselves to the joy to be found in our forgiveness;
never more are we to be held captive
by that which seeks to tear us from God.
Hear the Good News of the Gospel: we are forgiven. Alleluia! Amen!
*Sung Response

Words by Stephen M. Fearing

*The Peace
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, we also ought to forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
— Please greet those around you —
Finding the Wandering Wisemen
Prayer for Illumination
The prophet says that "we will draw water with rejoicing
from the springs of salvation."
May your word to us today be that water,
nourishing us to the joyful receiving of your scripture.
Through your Holy Spirit, may this saving spring come to us
and wash us with the wisdom of your word. Amen.

Isa. 12:2-6

First Reading
Zephaniah 3:14-20
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

pew Bible pg. 981

Second Reading Isaiah 12:2-6
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

pew Bible pg. 711
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Anthem

“Advent Carol”

John Bowring/Paul Hamill

Third Reading
Philippians 4:4-7
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

pew Bible pg. 211

Fourth Reading Luke 3:7-18
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

pew Bible pg. 61

Sermon

“And We, What Should We Do?”

*Hymn No. 163

Rev. Stephen M. Fearing

“Wild and Lone the Prophet’s Voice”

ABERYSTWYTH

*Affirmation of Faith
Stephen M. Fearing
We believe that God has come to us;
that God brought us into being,
that this God gave us breath and purpose,
that we have been blessed to be a blessing to others,
that we have fallen short of this commandment
but that God has nevertheless loved us despite our brokenness.
We believe that God is coming to us;
that God is not happy to leave us alone,
that this God will come to us as a particular human being,
that God will be made known to us in flesh and bone like ours,
that Mary will soon give birth and Joseph will soon clap his hands in joy,
that Jesus Christ will be born and our salvation made complete.
We believe that God will come to us;
that God will have the final word and that Word will be good,
that this God will give us the presence of the Spirit to continue our work,
that we are called to be disciples to all the corners of the earth,
that the day is coming when tears and pain will be no more,
and all will gather at the Table to sing an endless and perfect “Alleluia!”
The Prayers of the People
Call to Offering
The Offertory
“Comfort Ye My People”
Dennis Johnson
*****Please take a moment to fill out the friendship pads*****
*The Doxology

Glory to God, No. 606

*Prayer of Thanksgiving
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*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
*Hymn No. 104

“O Lord, How Shall I Meet You”

*Charge & Benediction
Choral Benediction:
Postlude

“Threefold Amen”

anon.

“Wake, Awake, For Night is Flying” Johann G. Walther

________________________________________________________________________

Questions for Reflection
Imagine that you are in the crowd listening to John the Baptizer. You hear
people in the crowd asking him, “what should we do to prepare?” How might
John instruct you, or your church, to prepare for the coming of God’s reign?
Sometimes wealthy people worry that God or the church is requiring them to be
poor. What is the difference between being poor and being fair? How do you
feel about sharing?
Household Prayer: Morning
God, surely you are my salvation. I begin this day without fear, trusting you,
for you are my strength. Help me to meditate all day on the thought that you
are rejoicing in me! And keep me keenly aware, as I travel through this day, of
ways that I may help others, especially those with special needs. Then bring
me home to you at the close of the day. Amen.
Household Prayer: Evening
Thank you, God, for the gift of today and for guarding my heart and my mind
in Christ Jesus. All that I did and all that I left undone, I now give over to your
safekeeping, trusting in your peace that surpasses all understanding. Be my rest
as I sleep tonight, and renew me in your love for another day. Amen.
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Information About Today’s Worship Service
Today’s liturgy was written by Rev. Stephen M. Fearing, 2015
(www.stephenmfearing.com)
Today’s questions for reflection and morning and evening household prayers
are reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on
the Word Worship Companion. Copyright 2015.
Thank you to our worship and fellowship leaders this morning!
Assisting :
John Miller
Greeter:
Chris Lewis
Usher:
Susie Lange
Coffee Hour Host:
Deacon’s
Today’s flowers are given by Webster Schott in memory of Susan Schott
This week at Shelter Island Presbyterian Church:
Sunday, December 13
Session Meeting
9:00 a.m.
Worship
10:30 a.m.
Soupy Sunday by Jackie Tuttle
SI Community Chorus Concert 3:00 p.m.
Monday, December 14
Engaging the Text
9:00 a.m.
Tuesday, December 15
Session
7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, December 16
Midweek Prayer
5:00 p.m.
Maureen’s Haven Dinner Team
Friday, December 18
AA
7:30 p.m.
Looking Ahead:
Sunday, December 20

Worship

10:30 a.m.

The Advent Season bulletins are donated by Jeanne & Forrest Compton
“Grateful to be part of our generous church family
Shelter Island Presbyterian Church
32 N. Ferry Rd. (P.O. 612)
Shelter Island, New York 11964
Website: www.sipchurch.org Twitter: @ShelterIslandPC
Phone: (631)749-0805 Pastor Cell: (404)823-5926
info.sipchurch@gmail.com

Administrative Assistant Karen Tudor works on
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
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Leadership Team of SIPC
Rev. Stephen M. Fearing, Pastor
Linda Betjeman, Minister of Music
Karen Tudor, Administrative Assistant & Clerk of Session
Karin Bennett, Sexton
Session
Class of 2015
Lynn Franklin
Dan Binder
Chris Lewis

Class of 2016
Clarissa Tybaert
Ellen Gove
Laura Dickerson

Class of 2017
Hap Bowditch
Lee Anne Bastible
Laura Nelsen

Class of 2015
Lynn Thomson
Alison Binder
Peter Vielbig

Class of 2016
Doreen McNemar
Colleen Smith
Charlotte Hannabury

Class of 2017
Rachel Brigham
Dana Hallman
Mark Switzer

Deacons

Congregational Nominating Committee
Lee Anne Bastible, Carol Gray, Heather Reylek, Peter Vielbig
________________________________________________________________
SIPC Prayer List
The nations in the Middle East, our planet, the men and women in the Armed
Forces and our leaders. For Ashley Sanderson, Lindsay Ehrlich, Frank Catoe,
Lisa Armour, Melissa Insinga, Audrey Trotman, Jim Gienko, Ruth Mattson,
Tara Chituk, Jill Tuttle Albiani, Sue Speeches-Caddle, Paul Speeches, Michael
Murphy, Chuck and Patti Bradlow, Delmer Mattison, Zackery Nubs Paben,
Janet Hansen, Don Zabel, Joseph Saledo and Stetson Hall.
We will gladly list the names of any individuals in need of our prayers. You
may share names with us by turning in a note from the pew or by calling the
church office prior to Friday a.m. We will continue to list these names for 4
weeks and then they will be removed unless a specific request is made.
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