
2nd Sunday of Advent (Year C) 
10:30 A.M. | Sunday, December 6th, 2015 

Today’s Texts: 
 Malachi 3:1-4         Luke 1:68-79 
 Philippians 1:3-11        Luke 3:1-6 

(The worship service begins with the prelude.  Let us silently prepare our 
hearts and allow others the same opportunity.) 

*We invite you to rise in body or in spirit  
Chimes 

Prelude:        “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”                 arr. Paul Manz 

Words of Welcome and Announcements 
     
Lighting of the Advent Candle         Gallagher Family 
 Without peace, we have no solace, no fulfillment. 
     As we continue the season of Advent, 
     we wait in hopeful anticipation 
     of the peace the Christ-child will bring to a weary world. 
     We seek to live as a people of peace, 
     working toward a world free of violence and vengeance, 
     where all can live free of abuse and fear. 

 Sung Response - Hymn No. 85 (Verse 2 only) 

     We light this candle to symbolize the peace of Christ’s presence.  
     We gather to share this peace with one another. 
                     
*Call to Worship                         
     Lift up your hearts, people of God,                                                Luke 1:68 
     for the Lord has looked favorably upon us 
     and is sending us his beloved son. 
     He is raising up for us a mighty savior 
     in the house of his servant David. 
     God is showing the mercy promised to our ancestors, 
     and has remembered his holy covenant, 
     the oath he swore to our ancestors Abraham and Sarah, 
     that we might serve him without fear. 
     We go before the Lord, following John the Baptist,  
     to prepare the way of the Lord. 
     Come, let us worship God 
     and listen to the voice crying out in the wilderness.  Let us pray… 
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*Prayer of the Day 

*Hymn No. 96   “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”    WINCHESTER NEW 
         
*Invitation to Confession 
     Like John the Baptist and like the Israelites, 
     we often find ourselves in the wilderness. 
     Sometimes, the toughest wildernesses are the ones we build ourselves. 
     Join me in confessing the wild sin that so often takes over our lives. 

*Prayer of Confession  
     Forgiving God, 
     in this season of Advent, 
     we welcome the coming of your light 
     in a world filled with darkness. 
     We confess to you the ways in which we have added to that darkness 
     rather than obeyed our call to live as children of the light. 
     We ask your forgiveness: 
         for times when we worship violence and belittle peace, 
         for times when we fight amongst ourselves, 
         for times when we forget that we are all children of God, 
         for times when we do not stand up for the helpless among us. 
     By your tender mercy, 
     may the dawn from on high break upon us, 
     and give light to those of us that sit in darkness 
     and in the shadow of death, 
     to guide our feet into the way of peace.  Amen. 

*Kyrie                Words by Stephen M. Fearing 
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*Assurance of Forgiveness         
     By the mercy and grace of our Good God, 
     we may live in peace with one another 
     for we have been forgiven 
     and Christ welcomes us 
    as a parent welcomes home a long-lost child. 
     Alleluia!  Amen! 

*Sung Response                            Words by Stephen M. Fearing 

*The Peace 
 Since God has forgiven us in Christ, we also ought to forgive one another. 
 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
 And also with you. 

— Please greet those around you — 

Finding the Wandering Wise Men 

Prayer for Illumination 
     God of all peace and joy, 
     send your Spirit to this place 
     to bless this, our reading of your word 
    that it may be a lamp to our feet 
     and a light unto our path.  Amen. 

First Reading  Luke 1:68-79                                     pew Bible pg. 59 
 This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

Anthem      “While We Are Waiting, Come”    Clair Cloninger/Don Cason 

Page �4



Second Reading   Luke 3:1-6                                     pew Bible pg. 61 
 This is the Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God 

Sung Response “Prepare the Way of the Lord”            Hymn No. 95                  

Sermon “An Advent Dredging”          Rev. Stephen M. Fearing 

*Hymn No. 106   “Prepare the Way, O Zion”    BERGEN VAG FOR HERRAN 

*Affirmation of Faith               The Apostles’ Creed 
    We believe that God has come to us; 
        that God brought us into being, 
        that this God gave us breath and purpose, 
        that we have been blessed to be a blessing to others, 
        that we have fallen short of this commandment 
        but that God has nevertheless loved us despite our brokenness. 
    We believe that God is coming to us; 
        that God is not happy to leave us alone, 
        that this God will come to us as a particular human being, 
        that God will be made known to us in flesh and bone like ours, 
        that Mary will soon give birth and Joseph will soon clap his hands in joy, 
        that Jesus Christ will be born and our salvation made complete. 
    We believe that God will come to us; 
        that God will have the final word and that Word will be good, 
        that this God will give us the presence of the Spirit to continue our work, 
        that we are called to be disciples to all the corners of the earth, 
        that the day is coming when tears and pain will be no more, 
        and all will gather at the Table to sing an endless and perfect “Alleluia!” 

Call to Offering 

The Offertory           “Meditation on ‘Winchester New’”        Charles Callahan     
*****Please take a moment to fill out the friendship pads***** 

*The Doxology           Glory to God, No. 606 

*Prayer of Great Thanksgiving                                          
 The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Page �5



 God of our salvation, 
 we do not deserve your love and yet you lavish it upon us. 
 Not being content to be apart from us, 
 you came to us in human form, 
 donning flesh and becoming one of us. 
 You are not a God that is removed from our reality; 
 you are intimately present in our lives and our struggles. 
 We lift up to you our thanks for your presence among us. 
 We give thanks for your son, Jesus Christ, 
 the very incarnation of your being on this earth. 
  
 With all of creation, with all peoples in every time and place 
 we join the ever lasting chorus: 

 We remember how you called your servant Mary to bear your son, 
 how you called your servant Joseph to accompany her, 
 how you called the wise men to search and the shepherds to ponder, 
 how you called John to proclaim and Jesus to be baptized, 
 how you called Peter and the disciples to follow and serve. 
  
 With them, we gather on the night on which Jesus were betrayed, 
 when, after having dinner with his friends, he took the bread, 
 blessed it and broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying, 
 take, eat, do this in remembrance of me. 

Page �6



 Likewise, he took the cup and, pouring it, said, 
 this is cup of the salvation, shed in my blood, for the forgiveness of sins. 
 Do this in remembrance of me. 

 For as long as we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
 we proclaim the resurrection of our living savior until he comes again. 

 As we wait, during this blessed rest known as the season of Advent, 
 we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 We give thanks for your gifts of grace, 
 and ask that your Holy Spirit would come to bless this sacrament, 
 that we might preside with you and you in us. 
 Hear us as we pray the prayer you taught us to pray, saying: 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
 for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Communion of the People 
All are invited to this feast.  The bread and the juice will be brought to you by 
one of our elders.  You are invited to partake of the elements as soon as you 

receive them.  Please let our servers know if you require gluten-free elements 
and it will be provided for you. 

Prayer after Communion 

*Hymn No. 82  “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”           HYFRYDOL 
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*Responsive Charge & Benediction 
 The cross, we will take it. 
 The bread, we will break it. 
 The pain, we will bear it. 
 The joy, we will share it. 
 The Gospel, we will live it. 
 The love, we will give it. 
 The light, we will cherish it. 
 The darkness, God shall perish it! 

Choral Benediction:       “Amen”                         anon. Danish  

Postlude    “Prepare the Royal Highway”            arr. Robert Lind 
 __________________________________________________________________ 
            

Questions for Reflection 
 The prophet Malachi says that God is “like a refiner’s fire and like fuller’s 
soap” (Mal. 3:2).  Reflect on events of the past year.  How has God been 
working to refine and purify your life or your community of faith?   
 Paul writes to the church at Philippi:  “I thank my God every time I 
remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all 
of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until 
now” (Phil. 1:3-5).  Think about people in your life for whom you give thanks, 
who have been in your prayers, and who have brought good news and joy to 
you this year.  Consider writing them a letter or card to express your gratitude. 

Household Prayer:  Morning 
Blessed are you, Lord God: 
by your tender mercy 
the dawn breaks upon us. 
Guide our feet this day 
in paths of peace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Household Prayer:  Evening 
Blessed are you, Lord God: 
for you have smiled on us this day 
and redeemed us from our sin. 
Give light to all who wait in darkness 
until we rest with you in perfect peace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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Information About Today’s Worship Service 
Today’s liturgy was written by Rev. Stephen M. Fearing, 2015 
(www.stephenmfearing.com) 

Today’s questions for reflection and morning and evening household prayers 
are reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on 
the Word Worship Companion.  Copyright 2015. 

Thank you to our worship and fellowship leaders this morning! 
Assisting :   Laura Nelsen 
Greeter:      Chris Lewis 
Usher:    Susie Lange 
Coffee Hour Host:         Deacon’s 
Communion Servers: Chris Lewis, Lee Anne Bastible, Lynn Franklin,  
     Hap Bowditch, Laura Nelsen 

Today’s flowers are given by Webster Schott in memory of Susan Schott 

This week at Shelter Island Presbyterian Church: 
Sunday, December 6   Worship           10:30 a.m. 
       Pot Luck Luncheon         11:30 a.m. 
       Soupy Sunday by Marianne Baird 
Monday, December 7   Engaging the Text             9:00 a.m. 
Tuesday, December 8   Celebrity Chef     6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, December 9   Midweek Prayer Service                5:00 p.m. 
Friday, December 11   AA              7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, December 12   PTSA Santa’s Breakfast    7:00 a.m. 

Looking Ahead: 
Sunday, December 13   Called Session Meeting                 9:00 a.m. 
       Worship           10:30 a.m. 
       Community Christmas Concert      3:00 p.m.             

The Advent Season bulletins are donated by Jeanne & Forrest Compton  
“Grateful to be part of our generous church family”  

Angel Tree 
Come take an angel gift tag off the CAST tree in Fellowship Hall to benefit 

CAST families and Shelter Island children.                                                     
All gifts are due Thursday, December 17th.   
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2015 Community Christmas Concert 
Join  us  at  3:00  P.M.  on  Sunday,  December  13th  for  the 
annual Community Christmas Concert under the direction 
of our very own Linda Betjeman. This choral ensemble features 
many enthusiastic singers from all over the island.

Longest Night of the Year Service 
The twinkling lights and merry songs of Christmas can, in 
cruel  contrast,  deepen  the  darkness  and  gloom  felt  by 
those struggling with grief, depression, or illness. For this 
reason,  we  will  have  a  special  time  of  worship  to  offer 
comfort,  healing,  and  hope.  This  service  will  feature 
readings from the book of Psalms that give voice to our 
feelings of pain, loss, and the hope we cling to in the midst 
of  despair.  Finally,  we 
wi l l  ga ther  a t  the 
Lord’s Table to partake 
in  communion  to 
receive  the  heal ing 
grace of God-  with-us. 
This worship service is 
open  to  the  ent i re 
community and all  are 
welcome to  the  Table!  
Jo i n  u s  Mo n d a y, 
D e ce m b e r  2 1 s t  a t 
5 : 0 0  P. M .  i n  t h e 
SIPC Sanctuary for this special service. 
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Shelter Island Presbyterian Church 
32 N. Ferry Rd. (P.O. 612) 

Shelter Island, New York  11964 
Website:  www.sipchurch.org  Twitter:  @ShelterIslandPC 

Phone:  (631)749-0805 Pastor Cell: (404)823-5926 
info.sipchurch@gmail.com 

Administrative Assistant Karen Tudor works on  
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

Leadership Team of SIPC 
Rev. Stephen M. Fearing, Pastor 

Linda Betjeman, Minister of Music 
Karen Tudor, Administrative Assistant & Clerk of Session 

Karin Bennett, Sexton 
Session 
   Class of 2015    Class of 2016   Class of 2017 
  Lynn Franklin    Clarissa Tybaert  Hap Bowditch 
  Dan Binder    Ellen Gove   Lee Anne Bastible 
  Chris Lewis    Laura Dickerson  Laura Nelsen 
Deacons 
  Class of 2015    Class of 2016   Class of 2017 
  Lynn Thomson  Doreen McNemar  Rachel Brigham 
  Alison Binder    Colleen Smith   Dana Hallman 
  Peter Vielbig         Charlotte Hannabury Mark Switzer 

Congregational Nominating Committee 
Lee Anne Bastible, Carol Gray, Heather Reylek, Peter Vielbig 

________________________________________________________________ 

SIPC Prayer List 
The nations in the Middle East, our planet, the men and women in the Armed 
Forces and our leaders. For Ashley Sanderson, Lindsay Ehrlich, Frank Catoe, 
Lisa Armour, Melissa Insinga, Audrey Trotman, Tara Chituk, Jill Tuttle Albiani, 
Sue Speeches-Caddle, Paul Speeches, Tara Connolly, Michael Murphy, Chuck 
and Patti Bredlow, Delmer Mattison, Zackary Nubs Paben, and Janet Hansen.   

We will gladly list the names of any individuals in need of our prayers.  You 
may share names with us by turning in a note from the pew or by calling the 
church office prior to Friday a.m.  We will continue to list these names for 4 
weeks and then they will be removed unless a specific request is made. 
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