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THE TIDINGS
The Shelter Island Presbyterian Church Newsletter

SIPC KIVA Update
As of the end of October,
the SIPC KIVA Team has
loaned $700 through 28
loans to people in 21
countries! Kiva is a micro
loan organization that brings
together groups of people to
make $25 loans to people
across the world to help them
b e co m e m o r e fin a n c i a l l y
stable. To learn more about
how YOU can join the SIPC
KIVA team and loan money
today, visit our website and
click on KIVA under the
“Missions” tab.

Upcoming Celebrity
Chef
Our next Celebrity Chef dinner
will be Wednesday, November
18 th at 6:00 P.M. and will
feature the culinary treats of
Anthony Rando. Call the office
or sign up in the fellowship hall
to reserve your spot!

www.sipchurch.com

…In Word and Deed…
Part of SIPC’s mission statement is “as we believe, so we
do.” We believe that faith is empty without works that
embody it. In this light, beginning this November, Shelter
Island Presbyterian Church will be partnering with
Southold Presbyterian Church to work with Maureen’s
Haven, a nonprofit organization that provides shelter,
support, and compassionate services to homeless adults on
the East End of Long Island. For many years, Southold
Presbyterian Church has housed guests of Maureen’s Haven
at their church building on Wednesday nights from
November through March. Through the leadership of the
SIPC Missions Team, we will be getting involved both by
sending volunteers as well as doing things to help them right
here on Shelter Island! See page three for more details…
Find us on Twitter: @ShelterIslandPC
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From Stephen’s Desk

“Basically Baroque”
Returns to SIPC
B A S I C A L LY
B A RO Q U E
ensemble is a chamber quartet
consisting of Flute, Violin, Cello
and Harpsichord. They will be
performing at 3:00 P.M. on
Sunday, November 22nd here
at SIPC.
There are 2 local Shelter Island
performers, Bill Packard, flute,
and Linda Betjeman, harpsichord.
Admission is free with donations
appreciated. All proceeds benefit
the SIPC Arts Series and SIPC
Community Outreach Mission.

No one left hungry at our most recent
Potluck on Sunday, October 4th.
Couldn’t make that one? Come to our
next one on Sunday, November 1st!
There’s room at the table for you!

www.sipchurch.com

Is it just me or does
October seem to go by in the
blink of an eye year after year?
It’s a shame, really, because I’ve
always considered October my
favorite month. As a clergy
person, perhaps my love of
October is because it contains
some (mostly) quiet beauty
before the (often) hectic
wonder of the holiday season.
A s a p a s t o r, I a m
currently “preparing us to prepare,” so to speak. We are yet
again approaching that busiest time of year, filled with
luncheons, fundraisers, prayer services, candle services,
ecumenical gatherings, choral performances, turkeys, hams,
egg nog (my favorite), and the singing of carols.
Just a quick look at the upcoming calendar shows us
some “old friends” that we’ve come to expect and love every
season: the Annual Election Day fundraiser, the Ecumenical
Thanksgiving Service (which we're hosting this year!), the
Sugar Plum Fair, and the Ecumenical Thanksgiving
Breakfast.
Joining our “old friends” that we've come to expect
are some “new friends” which embody the movement of the
Spirit in our midst: the beginning of our partnership with
Southold Presbyterian Church to support Maureen's Haven,
an upcoming Nativity display sponsored by our Events
Planning Committee, as well as our continued eﬀorts to
make loans through kiva.org.
As we approach the holiday season, take some time
to enjoy these "good 'ole friends" that have been with us for
years. Also, take some time to welcome these "new friends"
and prayerfully consider if you are being called to join the
exciting things that the Spirit is doing with the people who
are Shelter Island Presbyterian Church.
It is an honor to be your pastor. It is a challenge as
well - one that I am privileged to do in your midst and with
your help. I look forward to journeying with you in these
exciting months ahead of us. I'll see you along the way!
Grace and peace,
Stephen

Find us on Twitter: @ShelterIslandPC
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SIPC to Host Annual
Ecumenical
Thanksgiving Service
On Wednesday, November
2 5th,
S h e l t e r Is l a n d
Presbyterian Church will
h o s t t h e a n n u a l S h e l te r
Is l a n d
Ecumenical
Thanksgiving
Ser vice
sponsored by Shelter Island
Presbyterian Church, St.
Mary’s Episcopal Church,
and Our Lady of the Isle
Catholic Church. The
service will begin at 7:00
P.M. in the SIPC Sanctuary
and we hope to see you and
your family there for this
annual tradition.

www.sipchurch.com

Maureen’s Haven - How You Can Join Us
Maureen’s Haven provides shelter five nights a week in
partnership with 16 host congregations and community
organizations and over
1,500 individual volunteers
providing an estimated
20,000 hours of service
each season!
Maureen’s Haven is
an organization that
provides shelter to people
without during the cold
w i n te r m o n t h s . T h e y
organize a number of
churches on the east end of
Long Island who provide shelter (usually one night of the
week). For many years, Southold Presbyterian Church has
housed guests on Wednesday nights. Shelter Island
Presbyterian Church is going to be partnering with Southold
Presbyterian Church to help them out on Wednesday nights
during this winter season. If you’re curious, a typical evening
at Maureen’s Haven looks something like this:
• 4:00 P.M. - Guests congregate at the day center in
Riverhead for screening. The screening of guests consists of
a breath-a-lyzer test and a visual monitoring of the
individual’s behavior. There is a check of the person, along
with a baggage check for contraband.
• 6:30 P.M. - Upon arrival to the host site, the guests are
welcomed and registered by volunteers. Individuals then
proceed to the sleeping areas to claim their bed and put
down their personal belongings.=
• 7:00 P.M. - Volunteers who have been preparing a
nutritious, hot dinner for both the guests and volunteers are
ready to serve approximately 35-65 people. Everyone sits
down together for dinner and shares this opportunity for
socialization.
• 8:00 P.M. to 10:00 P.M. - After dinner, guests are given
the opportunity to get warm clothes, relax, talk, play cards
or board games, watch a movie, or just rest.
• 5:00 A.M. - Volunteers (Innkeepers) stay overnight to
monitor guests. At day break, a breakfast crew arrives to
prepare and serve a substantial, hearty morning meal. A
bagged lunch is prepared for each to take with them upon
departure.
continued on next page….
Find us on Twitter: @ShelterIslandPC
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• 6:30 A.M. - The volunteer cleanup crew begins to break down beds and collects bedding and
towels for laundering. The floors are swept and disinfected; the bathrooms and kitchen are
cleaned and sanitized.
• 7:00 A.M. - The guests leave the facility with a bagged lunch, and are transported back to
where they originated.

How SIPC Will Be Involved and How You Can Help
The people who are Shelter Island Presbyterian Church have covenanted to partner with
Southold Presbyterian Church to support Maureen’s Haven in the following four ways:
1. Sending a “dinner team” every 7 weeks - Starting on Wednesday, December 16th, SIPC
will be sending a team to Southold Presbyterian Church every seven weeks (for a total of
about three times throughout the season) to help prepare and serve the dinner for that
evening as well as to help clean up. This team would gather at SIPC and then travel to
Southold and would return later that evening.
2. Preparing the bagged lunches on the third Wednesdays of the month - Starting on
Wednesday, November 18th, SIPC will be preparing the bagged lunches that will be
distributed to the guests upon their departure of the host site on Thursday morning. This
team will assemble right here at Shelter Island Presbyterian Church to prepare the bagged
lunches and then someone will drive the lunches to Southold. This is a great way to get
involved if you are unable to physically go to Southold.
3. Spending the night as “Innkeeper” to monitor the guests - On any Wednesday from
November to the end of March, you can join others by spending the night at Southold
Presbyterian Church with the guests.
4. Donating toiletry items - there will be bins placed in the SIPC Fellowship Hall closer to
the holidays where you can help us donate toiletry items that will be taken to and distributed
at Southold Presbyterian Church to the guests at Maureen’s Haven.
Please note that the options above are not mutually exclusive; you can do one or any
combination of the above. Also, please note that volunteering for one date does not mean
that you are committing to doing every date. If you are interested in signing up for one of the
dates below (or would like to learn more about how you can be involved), please call Karen Tudor
in the oﬃce or contact Lynn Franklin (lynn@franklinandsiegal.com), chair of the Missions Team.

SIPC sending a dinner team: Dec 16th, Feb 3rd, & Mar 23rd
SIPC preparing bagged lunches: Nov 18th, Dec 16th,
Jan 20th, Feb 17th, and Mar 16th
www.sipchurch.com

Find us on Twitter: @ShelterIslandPC
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Stewardship Update
We a r e we l l u n d e r w a y w i t h o u r a n n u a l
stewardship campaign. If you have already made
your pledge, we thank you for your leadership
and your commitment. If you haven’t yet made
your pledge for the upcoming year, please
remember that all pledges are due Sunday,
November 15th.

www.sipchurch.com

Find us on Twitter: @ShelterIslandPC
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www.sipchurch.com
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Many thanks to Ann Diefendorf who snapped this shot of a turkey waiting to seek refuge in our
sanctuary during these months when it’s dangerous being a turkey!
www.sipchurch.com

Find us on Twitter: @ShelterIslandPC
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