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Jane Bornemeier
Interviews Stephen
and Tricia Fearing
Below is an article written
by Jane Bornemeier to
celebrate the one year
anniversary of Stephen’s
ordination and installation
at

Shelter

Is l a n d

Presbyterian Church.
The first year as pastor of
Shelter Island Presbyterian
Church has been less about
lofty goals and more about
listening, learning, gaining
trust and figuring out where
the “sacred cows” are lurking,
said Rev. Stephen Fearing in
an hour-long interview as he
sat side by side in the church
oﬃce with his wife, Tricia.
“The streets of history are
paved with the blood of
pastors who tried to turn
things around too quickly,” he
said, with the hint of a smile
that seemed to acknowledge
that he was exaggerating the
reaction to change on Shelter
Island just a bit for eﬀect.

Helping Others Help Themselves
On Sunday, August 16th, Shelter Island Presbyterian
Church unveiled its newest mission initiative: starting a
“team” on the micro-loan website, kiva.org. As of the end
of August, the SIPC Kiva team has loaned $450 through 18
loans to people in 15 diﬀerent countries including Peru,
Cambodia, Columbia, Kenya, Kyrgyzstan, Palestine,
Jordan, and El Salvador! Congregants John and Penny
Kerr have been contributing to Kiva for many years and
have helped us get a team of our own going! Want to join
our team? Then check out “From Stephen’s Desk” on page
2 to learn how! YOU can help us help others and live into
our calling to be disciples to the ends of the earth!

continued on page 3
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From Stephen’s Desk

Upcoming Shelter Island
Friends of Music Concert
The Shelter Island Friends of
Music will be sponsoring a concert
at Shelter Island Presbyterian
Church featuring the music of the
Lark Quartet. See their website at
larkquartet.com for more
information. The concert will be
Sunday, September 6th at 8:00
P.M. in the SIPC Sanctuary.
Admission is free but donations are
gladly accepted. There will be a
reception in the Fellowship Hall
immediately after the performance.

Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
I would like to introduce
you to the woman you see in the
picture to your right. Her name
is Maria. Maria is 29 years old.
She grew up with her parents and
thanks to the support they gave
her she was able to finish high
school. Her partner went to
work in another city a month
ago, but he is always watching
out for the family.
Maria grew up working
on the farm planting basic grains
with her parents. She earns a
living selling drinks such as
sodas, juices, and others, and she
also sells pupusas on the weekends in the afternoons. She learned
this thanks to a relative where she used to work, and this
encouraged her. On the weekdays she sells snack foods and drinks
in the school.
Maria is requesting a loan to buy sodas, juices, corn, beans,
sugar, oil, and an iron to make pupusas. Right now the iron she has
is leased, and if she had her own iron she would be able to sell
every day of the week. Maria's dream is to build her house out of
adobe or brick since the one she currently has is made of mud,
and in the winter it gets wet. She also hopes that one day she can
have a cafeteria close to the school in order to have a more
appropriate place to sell her products.
The loan Maria is securing through Kiva was
funded in part by a member of Shelter Island Presbyterian
Church! A member of SIPC’s Kiva team, along with 39
other people, loaned $25 to Maria to help her make more
money so that she can pay back her loan and increase the
quality of life for her and her family.
Friends, we are called to be disciples not only on Shelter
Island but to the ends of the earth. In addition to our crucial
missions here on our small corner of the world, I invite you to join
us in our journey to help others around the world!
I invite you to visit http://sipchurch.org/missions/kiva and
learn how YOU can join our team as we help others help
themselves! Also, for the next several weeks, there will be a
“KIVA station” set up during coﬀee hour if anyone would like to
learn more about this exciting new mission initiative by the
people who are Shelter Island Presbyterian Church!
Grace and peace,
Stephen
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article continued from page 1…

Contact Info
Church Address
32 North Ferry Road (P.O. 612)
Shelter Island, New York 11964
Church Web Address
www.sipchurch.org
Church Phone Number
(631)749-0805
Follow SIPC on Twitter
@ShelterIslandPC
Follow Pastor Stephen on
Twitter
@stephenmfearing
Pastor Stephen’s Cell
(404)823-5926
Pastor Stephen’s Website
www.stephenmfearing.com
Revised Common Lectionary
lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu

But the small size of Shelter Island belies its complexities,
he said. “In many ways, it’s like any small town in America. Ties run
deep; families have complex histories. But you add to that the
weekenders from Manhattan, the Snowbirds returning home and
summer-only residents and you end up with so many layers.”
Meeting the needs of all of them can be a challenge.
For Stephen and Tricia the first year has had personal
challenges as well. Consider the changes: A first job, a new marriage,
a new home in an unfamiliar part of the country; leaving friends and
family behind. There have been tough moments, they acknowledge.
“Christmas was hard without family,” Tricia said. “But people took
us in.” In a place where it can be diﬃcult to fit in, “we were fasttracked socially,” said Stephen, a fact he and Tricia are grateful for.
He expressed admiration for the church’s decision to choose
a young, inexperienced, newly ordained pastor after so many years in
the hands of a seasoned predecessor, Rev. Bill Grimbol. “It took
guts,” he said.
After a bit of reflection, Stephen turned to the future and
some of his hopes for the people who are Shelter Island
Presbyterian Church.
It is a long and ambitious list. Here are the highlights:
Conquer the Grapevine
Too often, he said, he only learns through the grapevine that
someone is in the hospital, has suﬀered a personal setback or needs
help for some other reason. He needs to hear first-hand. “We need
more direct communication,” he said.
Inwardly strong to be outwardly focused
“We spend a lot of time on the budget that could be spent
on other spiritual and missional callings,” he said. “Our chief goal
shouldn’t be keeping up the building (although our facilities are
certainly an important gift to be nurtured and shared). We need to
be financially more stable by growing together in our stewardship,
so that every time we get together it’s not just about fund-raising.”
Educate beyond Sunday morning
“Church shouldn’t be just a once-a-week experience,” he
said. “We need more ways to continue learning outside Sunday
morning, through Bible study, potlucks, workshops” and other kinds
of get-togethers.
Expand our missions
“The healthiest churches have a good balance of local, state
and global missions,” Stephen said, “our missions team is currently
discerning the Spirit’s guidance in growing our understanding of
what it means to be a missional congregation.” He said some
organizations the congregation might consider partnering with are
Maureen’s Haven in Riverhead, Habitat for Humanity, or Kiva,
which gives micro-loans in developing countries.
continued on next page
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Be	
  even	
  more	
  inclusive.
“Shelter	
   Island	
   is	
   a	
   sheltered	
   place	
   and	
   a	
   lot	
   of	
   people	
   who	
   live	
   here	
   (including	
   me)	
   like	
   that,”	
  
Stephen	
  said.	
  “But	
  it	
  can	
  also	
  be	
  a	
  dif@icult	
  place	
  to	
  @ind	
  inclusion,	
  especially	
  for	
  people	
  who	
  come	
  from	
  
backgrounds	
  that	
  are	
  other	
  than	
  those	
  in	
  the	
  island’s	
  ‘inner	
  circles.’”	
  
He	
  hopes	
  the	
  church	
  can	
  identify	
  and	
  reach	
  out	
  to	
  people	
  who	
  are	
  sometimes	
  in	
  the	
  margins	
  –	
  
like	
   Latino/Latina	
   immigrants	
   who	
   are	
   working	
   on	
   the	
   island.	
   He’s	
   contemplating	
   his	
   own	
   “refresher”	
  
course	
  in	
  Spanish.	
  
Confront	
  social	
  problems	
  
Stephen	
   and	
   Tricia	
   said	
   they	
   have	
   been	
   struck	
   by	
   the	
   problems	
   of	
   substance	
   abuse	
   on	
   Shelter	
  
Island.	
   “The	
   church	
   needs	
   to	
   be	
   a	
   place	
   where	
   people	
   can	
   talk	
   about	
   it,	
   acknowledge	
   it,”	
   Stephen	
   said.	
  
“The	
  worst	
  kinds	
  of	
  prisons	
  are	
  the	
  ones	
  we	
  cannot	
  see.	
  The	
  church	
  needs	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  place	
  where	
  people	
  can	
  
come	
  to	
  be	
  truly	
  free	
  and	
  to	
  be	
  reassured	
  that	
  God	
  loves	
  us	
  despite	
  our	
  weaknesses.”	
  
As	
  much	
  as	
  it	
  might	
  be	
  tempting	
  to	
  see	
  the	
  island	
  as	
  a	
  refuge,	
  “we	
  need	
  to	
  live	
  our	
  lives	
  with	
  the	
  
Bible	
  in	
  one	
  hand	
  and	
  the	
  newspaper	
  in	
  the	
  other,”	
  he	
  said,	
  confronting,	
  not	
  avoiding,	
  the	
  problems	
  of	
  the	
  
world.	
  
Grow	
  across	
  generations	
  
“Every	
  church	
  wants	
  to	
  grow,”	
  Stephen	
  said.	
  ”We’re	
  called	
  to	
  grow.	
  But	
  @inding	
  ways	
  to	
  grow	
  can’t	
  
be	
  only	
  the	
  pastor’s	
  job.	
  The	
  pastor	
  is	
  a	
  resource,	
  a	
  cheerleader.	
  Everyone	
  needs	
  to	
  see	
  themselves	
  as	
  part	
  
of	
  the	
  outreach	
  that	
  leads	
  to	
  growth.”	
  
He	
   said	
   the	
   church	
   needs	
   new	
   approaches	
   for	
   attracting	
   young	
   people.	
   “Baby	
   Boomers	
   are	
  
comfortable	
   creating	
   and	
   supporting	
   institutions	
   but	
   younger	
   people	
   don’t	
   necessarily	
   have	
   that	
   same	
  
interest	
  or	
  trust.	
  They	
  want	
  to	
  know	
  what	
  those	
  institutions	
  are	
  doing,	
  why	
  they	
  are	
  needed.”	
  	
  

Sharon	
  Morgan	
  and	
  her	
  granddaughter,	
  Carolyn,	
  enjoying	
  some	
  good	
  times	
  at	
  our	
  recent	
  Ice	
  Cream	
  Social	
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Upcoming Events @ShelterIslandPC
• Sunday, September 6th
• 9:00 A.M. | Worship
• 8:00 P.M. | Shelter Island Friends of Music Concert feat. the Lark Quartet
• Monday, September 7th | ***No Engaging the Text***
• Sunday, September 13th | ***10:30 A.M.*** | Worship (NOTE TIME CHANGE)
• Monday, September 14th
• 9:00 A.M. | Engaging the Text
• 5:00 P.M. | Building & Grounds Meeting
• Tuesday, September 15th
• 10:30 A.M. | United Presbyterian Women
• 7:00 P.M. | Session Meeting
• Sunday, September 20th
• 10:30 A.M. | Worship - we will welcome to this service a representative from Maureen’s
Haven, a non-profit organization that partners with churches on the east end of Long
Island to provide shelter and support to those without during the cold winter months.
Check out their website at www.maureenshaven.org for more information.
• Monday, September 21st | 9:00 A.M. | Engaging the Text
• Sunday, September 27th | 10:30 A.M. | Worship
• Monday, September 28th | 9:00 A.M. | Engaging the Text
• Sunday, October 4th
• 10:30 A.M. | Worship
• 11:30 A.M. | Potluck Luncheon
Upcoming Potluck on Sunday, October 4th

SIPC Website New and Improved

Join us following our 10:30 A.M. worship on
Sunday, October 4th for a free potluck
luncheon. Come for the food, stay for the
fellowship!

Thanks to a recent update in the Clover software
(the company we use for our website), the SIPC
website has received a new makeover! If you
haven’t had the chance, swing on by
www.sipchurch.org to see the new look!

Please note:
If your last name begins with A-M, we
invite you to bring a main dish of your
choosing.
If you last name begins with N-Z, we invite
you to bring a side dish of your choosing.
SIPC will provide drinks and desserts.

www.sipchurch.org

While you’re there, check out the new policies
that were recently approved by your Session:
SIPC Child Protection Policy
SIPC Funeral Policy & Fees
SIPC Wedding Policy & Fees
www.sipchurch.org/connect/documents
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Below are some of the faces of people whose KIVA loans have been partially funded by SIPC
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