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16th Sunday after Pentecost (Year B) 
10:30 A.M. | Sunday, September 13th, 2015 

Today’s Texts: 
 Proverbs 1:20-33        Psalm 19 
 Mark 8:27-38         James 3:1-12 

(The worship service begins with the prelude.  Let us silently prepare our 
hearts and allow others the same opportunity.) 

*We invite you to rise in body or in spirit  
Chimes 

Prelude:          “Prelude in G”                 William H. Harris 

Words of Welcome and Announcements 

Introit:     “The Lord is Present in His Sanctuary”              Gail Cole 
                         
*Call to Worship                         
 Look at the heavens!                       Ps. 19:1-4, 14 
 They are shouting the glory of God. 
 The days and the nights declare the magnificence of God’s creative works. 
 Their voice goes through all the earth  
 and their words reach the ends of the world. 
 Let our words of praise be acceptable to you. 
 Our Lord, our rock, our redeemer! 

*Hymn No. 385 “All People That on Earth Do Dwell”       OLD 100TH 
                       
*Invitation to Confession 
  
*Prayer of Confession  
 You have called us, O God,         Jer. 23:25-29 
 and we have refused to listen; 
 you have stretched out your hand and we have not taken it. 
 We have taken what you have given us 
 and used those gifts to hurt others and defy you. 
 We have refused to be tamed by your wisdom. 
 Forgive our inability to recognize you 
 and live out the reality of your gospel.   
 Give us the insight we need to understand your place in our lives 
 so that our words and actions reflect 
 the glory of God in the lives of others. 
 In the name of the Messiah we pray.  Amen. 

Page �2



*Kyrie            

*Assurance of Forgiveness         
 The law of the Lord is perfect, and it revives the soul;         Ps. 19:7-8 
 the decrees of the Lord are sure and make the wise simple; 
 the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; 
 the commandment of the Lord is clear, and it enlightens the eyes. 
 Hear the good news! 
 In Jesus Christ, the living Word, 
 we are forgiven.  Live in peace! 

*Gloria Patri                    Glory to God, No. 581 

*The Peace 
 Since God has forgiven us in Christ, we also ought to forgive one another. 
 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
 And also with you. 

— Please greet those around you — 

Prayer for Illumination 
 Let the words of our mouths 
 and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable to you, O Lord. 
 Be our Rock and our Redeemer.  Amen. 

First Reading  James 3:1-12                                    pew Bible pg. 247 
 This is the Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God. 
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Anthem    “Seek and You Will Find”                 Natalie Sleeth  
       
Second Reading   Proverbs 1:20-33                                       pew Bible pg. 648 
 This is the Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God                      

Sermon  “Holy Wisdom”            Rev. Stephen M. Fearing 

*Hymn No. 174 “Come and Seek the Ways of Wisdom”  MADELEINE 

*Affirmation of Faith               The Apostles’ Creed 
          
  I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
  Maker of heaven and earth, 
 and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 
  who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, dead, and buried; 
  he descended into hell. 
  The third day he rose again from the dead; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty, 
  from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Ghost; 
  the holy catholic church; 
  the communion of saints; 
  the forgiveness of sins; 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

The Prayers of the People 

Minute for Mission United Presbyterian Women              Jackie Tuttle 

Call to Offering 

The Offertory               “Saraband”                    Herbert Sumison 
*****Please take a moment to fill out the friendship pads***** 

*The Doxology           Glory to God, No. 606 
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*Prayer of Thanksgiving                                          

*The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
 for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

*Hymn No. 61 “Your Law, O Lord, Is Perfect”  

*Charge & Benediction 

Choral Benediction:      “Go Into The World”                       Dale Wood 

Postlude      “Fanfare”                     Kenneth Leighton 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
            

Questions for Reflection 
How do you seek God’s wisdom in your life?  What are the signs and symbols 

of God’s presence that surround your everyday life? 

Household Prayer:  Morning 
As I open my eyes, 
I can see the heavens that tell of your glory. 
Allow me to be a part of this creation 
that proclaims your handiwork 
and your real presence in the world.  Amen. 

Household Prayer:  Evening 
As the day winds down, 
allow me to find satisfaction in the thought 
that I have taken my cross and followed you. 
Allow me to find rest in the knowledge 
that I did not act as if I was ashamed of you. 
And if I failed you, forgive me 
and allow me to find solace 
in the new mercies of the morning.  Amen. 

Page �5



Information About Today’s Worship Service 

Today’s liturgy is reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press 
from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion.  Copyright 2015. 

Thank you to our worship and fellowship leaders this morning! 
Assisting :    
Greeter:      Terry Brockbank 
Usher:    Kathy Brockbank 
Coffee Hour Host:         Deacon’s 

Today’s flowers are given by Webster Schott in memory of Susan Schott 

A very special welcome to our guests!  Worship bags with activities for 
children are available in the narthex.  Please ask an usher and we’ll be happy to 
help you.  Please join us for light refreshments and fellowship after worship 
today in Fellowship Hall. 

This week at Shelter Island Presbyterian Church: 
Sunday, September 13   Worship           10:30 a.m. 
Monday, September 14   Engaging the Text          9:00 a.m. 
       Building & Grounds Meeting        5:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, September 15   UPW Meeting                10:30 a.m. 
       Woman Community Club             12:00 p.m. 
       Session Meeting           7:00 p.m. 
Friday, September 18   AA              7:30 p.m. 

Looking Ahead: 
Sunday, September 20    Worship          10:30 a.m. 
       Maureen’s Haven        11:30 a.m. 
       Coffee Hour and Mission Meeting               
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Children in Worship 
 Like many churches our size, we often have a good deal of inconsistency when 
it comes to the numbers of children on an average Sunday; sometimes we have as 
many as 6-8 and sometimes we have none.  The reality of this situation is that it can 
make it very difficult to plan accordingly. 

 Furthermore, the model of “Sunday School” that we have used for some time 
now was originally designed for a larger group of children with more consistent 
numbers.  Simply put, it may have worked great in the past but it is not serving 
our current needs. 

 Finally, the SIPC Child Protection Policy (approved by the Session during 
their August meeting) requires that at least two adults accompany children when 
in a closed space.  Frankly, during the last school year, there were Sundays where it 
was difficult to find even one Sunday School volunteer, much less two. 

 Therefore, we currently are trying out a different kind of Sunday School 
model.  Instead of having a typical children’s sermon and then shipping the kids off 
to the fellowship hall, we are opening a space in the narthex (the rear of the 
sanctuary) where the children can continue worshiping by participating in “stations” 
of a worshipful nature with at least one adult volunteer.  The children and their 
parents can decide what works best for them by either having them there for the 
entire service or only certain parts of it. 

 An additional advantage of this model, is that the space in the narthex is not 
considered a “closed” space (since it is so close to the sanctuary and people are 
frequently coming and going).  Therefore, we can have one adult with the children 
(if two are unavailable) and still be in accordance with our Child Protection Policy.   

 In addition to the children’s worship area in the rear of the church, we are 
going to find other ways to have children involved in worship; for example, reading 
scripture, pouring water into the font, helping bring in the bread and juice for 
communion, helping to tell stories on certain Sundays, etc.).   

 This model may be new to us but it is not unprecedented for smaller 
churches.  The growing trend in smaller congregations is quickly moving towards 
truly intergenerational worship.  Our hope is that this model will afford us the 
flexibility that a congregation of our size requires.  If it works, we will pray a prayer 
of thanksgiving and we will keep it.  If it doesn’t, we’ll pray some more and try 
something else! 

 The bottom line is this:  we are part of an ongoing conversation pertaining 
to how we can best be stewards of the young disciples among us in ways that 
are appropriate and efficient to the current reality of this congregation and not 
the past realities that it once had. 

 As we go about this journey, we appreciate your prayers and your patience 
as we grow together as a family of faith and seek to be the disciples God is 
calling us to be! 
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Shelter Island Presbyterian Church 
32 N. Ferry Rd. (P.O. 612) 

Shelter Island, New York  11964 
Website:  www.sipchurch.org  Twitter:  @ShelterIslandPC 

Phone:  (631)749-0805 Pastor Cell: (404)823-5926 
info.sipchurch@gmail.com 

Office hours are on Monday-Tuesday and Thursday-Friday;  
Administrative Assistant Karen Tudor works on  

Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

Leadership Team of SIPC 
Rev. Stephen M. Fearing, Pastor 

Linda Betjeman, Minister of Music 
Karen Tudor, Administrative Assistant & Clerk of Session 

Karin Bennett, Sexton 
Session 
   Class of 2015    Class of 2016   Class of 2017 
  Lynn Franklin    Clarissa Tybaert  Hap Bowditch 
  Dan Binder    Ellen Gove   Lee Anne Bastible 
  Chris Lewis    Laura Dickerson  Laura Nelsen 
Deacons 
  Class of 2015    Class of 2016   Class of 2017 
  Lynn Thomson  Doreen McNemar  Rachel Brigham 
  Alison Binder    Colleen Smith   Dana Hallman 
  Peter Vielbig         Charlotte Hannabury Mark Switzer 

Congregational Nominating Committee 
Lee Anne Bastible, Carol Gray, Heather Reylek, Peter Vielbig 

________________________________________________________________ 

SIPC Prayer List 

The nations in the Middle East, our planet, the men and women in the Armed 
Forces and our leaders. For Ashley Sanderson, Lindsay Ehrlich, Frank Catoe, 
Lisa Armour, Melissa Insinga, Audrey Trotman, Jim Gienko, Ruth Mattson, 
Tara Chituk, Jill Tuttle Albiani, Sue Speeches-Caddle, Paul Speeches, Leah 
Tabor and Tara Connolly.   

We will gladly list the names of any individuals in need of our prayers.  You 
may share names with us by turning in a note from the pew or by calling the 
church office prior to Friday a.m.  We will continue to list these names for 4 
weeks and then they will be removed unless a specific request is made. 
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