
Shelter Island Presbyterian Church 
 

The Story of Joseph by John August Swanson 



14th Sunday after Pentecost (Year B) 
9:00 A.M. | Sunday, August 30th, 2015 

(The worship service begins with the prelude.  Let us silently prepare our 
hearts and allow others the same opportunity.) 

*We invite you to rise in body or in spirit  
Chimes 

Prelude:        “Jesus, Priceless Treasure”   J.W. Walther 

Words of Welcome and Announcements 
                        
*Call to Worship                         
 God has forgiven us and drawn us close, 
 reconciling us through Jesus Christ, 
 who has lavished upon us the fullness of the blessed Holy Spirit. 
 With glad and grateful hearts, praise the Lord! 
 Come, let us worship God! 

*Hymn No. 35 “Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty”   LOBE DEN HERREN 
                       
*Invitation to Confession 
  
*Prayer of Confession  
 Have mercy on us, Lord Jesus; we are tormented! 
 Our lives have been disrupted by the devil 
 and by our own devilish desires and evil exploits. 
 We are dismayed at your presence, 
 anguished by the awful fallout of our own failures. 
 We cannot take back what we have said  
 or undo what we have done 
 or atone for the agony we have caused. 
 We are haunted by the past, 
 plagued by the present, 
 and fearful of the future. 
 We shrink away from your gaze  
 as strangers outside your circle of blessing. 
 Yet the faith you have planted in us reaches out for your favor, 
 returns to your presence, 
 and hungers for your mercy, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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*Kyrie            

*Assurance of Forgiveness         
 Our God kisses us with kindness, 
 forgiving our sins, 
 preserving our lives, 
 and restoring our souls 
 through the abundant provision of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 Receive now that for which faith has hungered: 
 we are forgiven and healed in the name of Jesus the Christ.  Amen! 

*Gloria Patri                    Glory to God, No. 581 

*The Peace 
 Since God has forgiven us in Christ, we also ought to forgive one another. 
 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
 And also with you. 

— Please greet those around you — 

Prayer for Illumination 
 Merciful Savior, your suffering has saved our lives, secured our future, 
 and restored us to relationship with God. 
 Remove the shame and fear that cause us to cower in your presence. 
 By the power of your Spirit, 
 open our eyes and hearts  
 to your Word of love, mercy, healing, and blessing; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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First Reading  Genesis 45:1-28                             pew Bible pg. 46  
 This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Solo  “How Great Thou Art”   Swedish Folk Melody,    arr. Stuart K. Hine 
                                Linda Bonaccorso, soprano 
       
Second Reading   Genesis 50:15-21                                  pew Bible pg. 52 
 This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God                      

Sermon                  Rev. Stephen M. Fearing 

*Hymn No. 463 “How Firm a Foundation”                FOUNDATION 

*Affirmation of Faith                   Nicene Creed 
          
  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
  eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,  
  Light from Light, true God from true God,  
  begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;  
  through him all things were made.  
  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
  who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  
  who has spoken through the prophets. 
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People 
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Call to Offering 

The Offertory           “ Jesus, Priceless Treasure”          J.G. Walther   
*****Please take a moment to fill out the friendship pads***** 

*The Doxology           Glory to God, No. 606 

*Prayer of Thanksgiving                                          

*The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
 for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

*Hymn No. 839 “Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine!”  ASSURANCE 

*Charge & Benediction 

Postlude                
_____________________________________________________________________ 
            

Questions for Reflection 
Joseph has a tremendous gift - the ability to foretell the future and the ability to 

interpret dreams.  Unfortunately, his impetuous revelation of his gift to his 
brothers nearly gets him killed.  What are some gifts you recognize in others?  

What are some ways those gifts can be misused? 

The interplay between brothers in Genesis is interesting.  Think back over the 
units of this study.  How many of them involve the relationship of brothers?  

What are the different situations and common themes among the stories? 

Joseph forgives his brothers twice (as if the brothers don’t believe it the first 
time).  How often does the message of forgiveness need to be given so that it is 

heard and believed?  Why? 

“Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good” is a 
compelling conclusion to the Joseph story, and the story of Genesis.  What 

began on the first day of creation, continues on now into the exodus.  Looking 
back on all the events of Genesis, what does it mean to “be good”? 
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Information About Today’s Worship Service 

Today’s liturgy is reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press 
from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion.  Copyright 2014. 

Thank you to our worship and fellowship leaders this morning! 
Assisting :   Ellen Gove 
Greeter:      Virginia Schulze 
Usher:    Carol Gray 
Coffee Hour Host:         Events Planning  

Today’s flowers are given by Webster Schott in memory of Susan Schott 

A very special welcome to our guests!  Worship bags with activities for 
children are available in the narthex.  Please ask an usher and we’ll be happy to 
help you.  Please join us for light refreshments and fellowship after worship 
today in Fellowship Hall. 

This week at Shelter Island Presbyterian Church: 
Sunday, August 30    Worship            9:00 a.m  
Monday, August 31    Engaging the Text          9:00 a.m. 
Friday, Sept. 4     AA             7:30 p.m. 

Looking Ahead: 
Sunday, September 6   Worship            9:00 a.m. 
       Friends of Music Concert              8:00 p.m. 

SIPC Vision Statement 

We envision the Shelter Island Presbyterian Church as a spiritual heart of our 
small community — a congregation that keeps its door open to all and offers 
service and support to friends, neighbors and visitors from beyond our shores. 
We will encourage the spiritual growth of our church’s people in Jesus Christ 
through worship, service to others, stewardship, study and fellowship with one 
another.  We will work to increase our spiritual engagement with youth, young 
families and our growing senior population.  Inspired by God’s Word, we look 
forward to our future with faith and confidence in God’s purpose for us. 

The People of The Shelter Island Presbyterian Church . . . 

As we believe, so we do. 
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Shelter Island Presbyterian Church 
32 N. Ferry Rd. (P.O. 612) 

Shelter Island, New York  11964 
Website:  www.sipchurch.org  Twitter:  @ShelterIslandPC 

Phone:  (631)749-0805 Pastor Cell: (404)823-5926 
info.sipchurch@gmail.com 

Office hours are on Monday-Tuesday and Thursday-Friday;  
Administrative Assistant Karen Tudor works on  

Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

Leadership Team of SIPC 
Rev. Stephen M. Fearing, Pastor 

Linda Betjeman, Minister of Music 
Karen Tudor, Administrative Assistant & Clerk of Session 

Karin Bennett, Sexton 
Session 
   Class of 2015    Class of 2016   Class of 2017 
  Lynn Franklin    Clarissa Tybaert  Hap Bowditch 
  Dan Binder    Ellen Gove   Lee Anne Bastible 
  Chris Lewis    Laura Dickerson  Laura Nelsen 
Deacons 
  Class of 2015    Class of 2016   Class of 2017 
  Lynn Thomson  Doreen McNemar  Rachel Brigham 
  Alison Binder    Colleen Smith   Dana Hallman 
  Peter Vielbig         Charlotte Hannabury Mark Switzer 

Congregational Nominating Committee 
Lee Anne Bastible, Carol Gray, Heather Reylek, Peter Vielbig 

________________________________________________________________ 

SIPC Prayer List 

The nations in the Middle East, our planet, the men and women in the Armed 
Forces and our leaders. For Ashley Sanderson, Lindsay Ehrlich, Frank Catoe, 
Lisa Armour, Melissa Insinga, Audrey Trotman, Jim Gienko, Ruth Mattson, 
Tara Chituk, Jill Tuttle Albiani, Sue Speeches-Caddle, and Tara Connolly 
We will gladly list the names of any individuals in need of our prayers.  You 
may share names with us by turning in a note from the pew or by calling the 
church office prior to Friday a.m.  We will continue to list these names for 4 
weeks and then they will be removed unless a specific request is made.  
  

Page �7

http://www.sipchurch.org
mailto:info.sipchurch@gmail.com


Meet Enoch.  He is a 30-year old 
father of 1 who lives in South 
Africa.  He does odd-jobs to 
make ends meet. He is a member 
of a self-help group that has 
decided to empower themselves 
through business.  

 He requested a Kiva loan of 
$775 to build a chicken coop on a 
farm site given to the group by 

the local council. The loan will buy the needed materials and equip the chicken 
coop with lighting, and a water system. Enoch hopes this project will give him 
stable income and allow him to provide a better lifestyle for his young family . 

 With the help of a member of the Shelter Island Presbyterian Church 
Kiva Team (who made a $25 loan), Enoch’s loan is now fully funded and he 
is able to increase his ability to generate income for him and his family.  
Once Enoch repays this loan, the member of the SIPC Kiva Team who lent the 
money will have a choice to either withdraw the original loan amount or to re-
loan that money to another person. 

 As of Friday, August 28th, the 10 
members of the SIPC Kiva Team have 
loaned $450 through 18 loans to people in 
15 countries!  Many thanks to the members 
who have loaned so far:  Lynn Franklin, John 
& Penny Kerr, Stephen Fearing, Mark & 
Charlotte Switzer, Marianne Baird, Jackie 
Tuttle, Ellen Gove, Charlotte Hannabury, and 
Brenda Bergman.  Join the SIPC Kiva Team today and see what the buzz is all 
about! 

 Stop by and visit the Kiva station in the fellowship hall during coffee hour 
or visit www.sipchurch.org/missions/kiva to learn how YOU can join the team! 

Kiva.  Real people.  Real mission.  Real results. 

Sponsored by the SIPC Missions Team: 
Lynn Franklin, Ellen Gove, John Kerr, Penny Kerr, Dana Hallman
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