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Sacrifice of Isaac by Marc Chagall  



11th Sunday after Pentecost (Year B) 
9:00 A.M. | Sunday, August 9th, 2015 

(The worship service begins with the prelude.  Let us silently prepare our 
hearts and allow others the same opportunity.) 

*We invite you to rise in body or in spirit  
Chimes 

Prelude:        “Christe” (Mass in G minor)            Andre Raison  

Words of Welcome and Announcements 
                          
*Call to Worship                         
 After these things God tested Abraham. 
 God said to him, “Abraham!” 
 And Abraham said, “Here I am.” 
 God said, “take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, 
 and offer him as a burnt offering.” 
 We come today bewildered by the actions of God. 
 We come today bewildered by the trust of Abraham. 
 We come to worship the God who called Abraham to kill his son. 
 We come to worship the God who also stayed Abraham’s hand. 
 Faith is the hard work of embracing the tension between God’s tests 
 and God’s provision.  Come, let us worship God. 
  
*Hymn No. 686 “God of Our Life”             SANDON 
                        
*Invitation to Confession 
  
*Prayer of Confession  
 O God, on lonely Mount Moriah 
 you put your servant Abraham to the test. 
 We confess that we have failed much lesser tests of our faith. 
 We have allowed sin to run our lives, 
 to shape how we act toward others, 
 and to kill our relationship with you. 
 In your great mercy, forgive us. 
 Change even our bodies from implements of destruction 
 to instruments of your peace; 
 for the sake of the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ, 
 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
 one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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*Kyrie          

*Assurance of Forgiveness (Responsive)        
 God, whose name is I AM, 
 provides for our weakness. 
 Jesus Christ, I AM in the body, 
 gave himself for our salvation. 
 All who are united to Christ in his death 
 are united to Christ in his resurrection. 
 The end is eternal life. 
 I declare to you, 
 in Jesus Christ our sins are forgiven. 

*Gloria Patri                    Glory to God, No. 581 

*The Peace 
 Since God has forgiven us in Christ, we also ought to forgive one another. 
 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
 And also with you. 

— Please greet those around you — 

Prayer for Illumination 
 Terrifying Word, 
 life-giving Word, 
 sanctifying Word, 
 come to us as ones who crave water in the desert. 
 Grant that we may hear and respond to you, 
 yes, in fear and trembling, 
 and also in rejoicing, 
 through the Lamb that was slaughtered, 
 Jesus Christ, who, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
 is worshiped and glorified by all your saints, 
 now and forever.  Amen. 
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Lord, Have Mercy
SERVICE MUSIC

576

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Trad. liturgical text
MUSIC: Swee Hong Lim, 1990
Music © 1990 Swee Hong Lim (admin. General Board of Global Ministries t/a GBGMusik)

SINGAPURA

577 Lord, Have Mercy

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Trad. liturgical text
MUSIC: Dinah Reindorf, 1987; arr. Sing! A New Creation, 2001
Music © 1987 Dinah Reindorf
Music Arr. © 2001 Faith Alive Christian Resources

KYRIE ELEISON (Reindorf)

Note: Lower voices may hum.
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First Reading  Psalm 22                                            pew Bible pg. 552 
  
 This is the Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God. 

Solo          “On Eagle’s Wings”  Thom Milton, baritone   Michael Joncas  
      
Second Reading   Genesis 22:1-19                                          pew Bible pg. 19 
 This is the Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God                      

Sermon   “Caught Between Tests and Provisions”       Rev. Stephen M. Fearing 

*Hymn No. 775 “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me”           WALK WITH ME 

*Affirmation of Faith                   Nicene Creed 
          
  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
  eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,  
  Light from Light, true God from true God,  
  begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;  
  through him all things were made.  
  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
  who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  
  who has spoken through the prophets. 
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People 

Call to Offering 

The Offertory        “My Life Flows On”   Robert Lowry 
*****Please take a moment to fill out the friendship pads***** 

*The Doxology           Glory to God, No. 606 

*Prayer of Thanksgiving                                          

*The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
 for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

*Hymn No. 803 “My Shepherd Will Supply My Need”      RESIGNATION 

*Charge & Benediction 

Postlude    “Swiss Noel with Variations”     Louis Claude Daquin 
               
_____________________________________________________________________ 
            

Questions for Reflection 
This may be the most troubling passage in scripture.  Yet it remains, and 

Abraham is applauded as a shining example of faith.  What would you have 
done if you were in Abraham’s predicament?  Why has this troubling story 

remained a part of our religious tradition? 

What do we mean when we talk about the providence of God?  Does God know 
or cause everything that happens?  Why or why not? 

If you had to present this story to a children’s Sunday school class, how would 
you tell it?  who would you answer their questions? 

Some see this story as support for the belief that sometimes God calls 
individuals (or whole nations) to be a witness, and that being a witness may 

include suffering or sacrifice.  How do you respond to that belief? 
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Information About Today’s Worship Service 
Today’s call to worship was written by Rev. Stephen M. Fearing with 
inspiration from Celia Brewer Sinclair’s study guide on the Book of Genesis. 

The rest of today’s liturgy is reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox 
Press from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion.  Copyright 2014. 

Thank you to our worship and fellowship leaders this morning! 
Assisting :   Forrest Compton 
Greeter:      Virginia Schulze 
Usher:    Carol Gray 
Coffee Hour Host:         Events Planning Committee Charlotte & Chris 

Today’s flowers are given by Webster Schott in memory of Susan Schott 

A very special welcome to our guests!  Worship bags with activities for 
children are available in the narthex.  Please ask an usher and we’ll be happy to 
help you.  Please join us for light refreshments and fellowship after worship 
today in Fellowship Hall. 

This week at Shelter Island Presbyterian Church: 
Sunday, August 9    Worship            9:00 a.m.  
Monday, August 10    Engaging the Text          9:00 a.m. 
Wednesday, August 12   Ice Cream Social                7:00-9:00 p.m. 
Thursday, August 13   Bible Study           5:00 p.m. 
Friday, August 14    AA             7:30 p.m. 

Looking Ahead: 
Sunday, August 16    Worship            9:00 a.m. 
       

SIPC Vision Statement 

We envision the Shelter Island Presbyterian Church as a spiritual heart of our 
small community — a congregation that keeps its door open to all and offers 
service and support to friends, neighbors and visitors from beyond our shores. 
We will encourage the spiritual growth of our church’s people in Jesus Christ 
through worship, service to others, stewardship, study and fellowship with one 
another.  We will work to increase our spiritual engagement with youth, young 
families and our growing senior population.  Inspired by God’s Word, we look 
forward to our future with faith and confidence in God’s purpose for us. 

The People of The Shelter Island Presbyterian Church . . . 

As we believe, so we do. 
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Ice Cream Social 

Wednesday 

August 12th @ 7:00 P.M.



Shelter Island Presbyterian Church 
32 N. Ferry Rd. (P.O. 612) 

Shelter Island, New York  11964 
Website:  www.sipchurch.org  Twitter:  @ShelterIslandPC 

Phone:  (631)749-0805 Pastor Cell: (404)823-5926 
info.sipchurch@gmail.com 

Office hours are on Monday-Tuesday and Thursday-Friday;  
Administrative Assistant Karen Tudor works on  

Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

Leadership Team of SIPC 
Rev. Stephen M. Fearing, Pastor 

Linda Betjeman, Minister of Music 
Karen Tudor, Administrative Assistant & Clerk of Session 

Karin Bennett, Sexton 
Session 
   Class of 2015    Class of 2016   Class of 2017 
  Lynn Franklin    Clarissa Tybaert  Hap Bowditch 
  Dan Binder    Ellen Gove   Lee Anne Bastible 
  Chris Lewis    Laura Dickerson  Laura Nelsen 
Deacons 
  Class of 2015    Class of 2016   Class of 2017 
  Lynn Thomson  Doreen McNemar  Rachel Brigham 
  Alison Binder    Colleen Smith   Dana Hallman 
  Peter Vielbig         Charlotte Hannabury Mark Switzer 

Congregational Nominating Committee 
Lee Anne Bastible, Carol Gray, Heather Reylek, Peter Vielbig 

________________________________________________________________ 

SIPC Prayer List 

The nations in the Middle East, our planet, the men and women in the Armed 
Forces and our leaders. For Ashley Sanderson, Lindsay Ehrlich, Frank Catoe, 
Lisa Armour, Melissa Insinga, Audrey Trotman, Jim Gienko, Ruth Mattson, 
Tara Chituk, Jill Tuttle Albiani, Sue Speeches-Caddle, Kim Macallister, Art 
Milleisen, Paul Speeches and Leah Tabor.      

We will gladly list the names of any individuals in need of our prayers.  You 
may share names with us by turning in a note from the pew or by calling the 
church office prior to Friday a.m.  We will continue to list these names for 4 
weeks and then they will be removed unless a specific request is made. 
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