Shelter Island Presbyterian Church
Est. 1743

10th Sunday after Pentecost (Year B)
9:00 A.M. | Sunday, August 2nd, 2015
(The worship service begins with the prelude. Let us silently prepare our
hearts and allow others the same opportunity.)
*We invite you to rise in body or in spirit
Chimes
Prelude:

“Meditation”

Craig A. Penfield

Words of Welcome and Announcements
*Call to Worship
Like Sarah and Abraham, we are within a blessed unrest.
We journey with the God who has promised to journey with us.
There are times when we get tired and falter and stumble.
But then we hear God say “is anything too wonderful for the Lord?”
There are times when we laugh at the thought of what God promises.
But then we hear God say “I have chosen you!”
Come, let us worship the great I AM.
*Hymn No. 51

“To Abraham and Sarah”
(I Will Be Your God)

LLANFYLLIN

*Invitation to Confession
*Prayer of Confession
God of all Mercy and Majesty,
we confess that we have laughed at the thought of so many things…
that your blessings will come to fruition,
that your promises will come true,
that you would choose us to be your disciples,
that you could bring fruitfulness to a barren womb,
that fear and oppression and racism aren’t the final word,
that our expectations of you don’t limit your possibilities,
that nothing is too wonderful for you.
Hear us and forgive us for our close-minded laughter.
Move us to laugh with open hearts in response to what you have done
and what you are doing in our lives this day.
Fill us with laughter, Merciful God, and turn our hearts to joy!
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SERVICE MUSIC
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*Assurance
of Forgiveness
TEXT: Trad. liturgical text
SINGAPURA
that
MUSIC:Friends,
Swee Hong Lim,
1990which we would think is impossible, has been done:
Music © 1990 Swee Hong Lim (admin. General Board of Global Ministries t/a GBGMusik)
our sins have been forgiven!
Our sin does not hold us eternally;
the only thing that holds us eternally is the relentless love of God.
Alleluia! Amen!

*Gloria Patri

Glory to God, No. 581

*The Peace
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, we also ought to forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
— Please greet those around you —
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Prayer for Illumination
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open our hearts and fill our souls with patience,
Lord,
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Lord,
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that we might receive the wisdom of your creation
and reflect the truth of your Word in our lives. Amen.

˙
w

? b b 44 ww
b

˙

First
Reading
Genesis 18:1-15
Note: Lower voices may hum.
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Second Reading Genesis 18:16-33
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God
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TEXT: Trad. liturgical text
KYRIE ELEISON (Reindorf)
MUSIC: Dinah Reindorf, 1987; arr. Sing! A New Creation, 2001
Music © 1987 Dinah Reindorf

Response

Rev. Stephen M. Fearing

*Hymn No. 81 “Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken”

AUSTRIAN HYMN

*Affirmation of Faith
from A Brief Statement of Faith
We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father.
In sovereign love God created the world good
and makes everyone equally in God’s image,
male and female, of every race and people,
to live as one community.
But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator.
Ignoring God’s commandments,
we violate the image of God in others and ourselves,
accept lies as truth,
exploit neighbor and nature,
and threaten death to the planet entrusted to our care.
We deserve God’s condemnation.
Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation.
In everlasting love,
the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people
to bless all families of the earth.
Hearing their cry,
God delivered the children of Israel
from the house of bondage.
Loving us still,
God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant.
Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child,
like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home,
God is faithful still.
Call to Offering
The Offertory
“Reflection”
Craig A. Penfield
*****Please take a moment to fill out the friendship pads*****
*The Doxology

Glory to God, No. 606

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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It is right and our great delight to praise you, O God.
In the beginning of time, your wisdom danced through creation,
calling forth light and life.
Through wisdom, you formed us in your image,
calling us to love and serve you.
Foolishly we turned from you
and abandoned your ways of justice and mercy.
Yet you did not reject us,
but continued to call us and claim us as your own.
We were slaves in Egypt, and you freed us.
We were hungry and thirsty in the wilderness,
and you nourished us with manna and water from the rock.
We had no home, and you led us into the land of your promise.
We worshiped idols of our own making,
and you called to us through the prophets to turn back to you.
At last you emptied yourself of power
and came to us as the child of Mary,
holy God in frail and human flesh.
Therefore we praise you,
joining our voices with choirs of angels
and with all the faithful of every time and place,
who forever sing to the glory of your name:
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You are holy, O God of power and might,
and blessed is Jesus Christ, the one who comes in your name.
In his life, he called unlikely people to follow him:
fisherfolk, tax collectors, children,
sinners, deniers, betrayers.
On the cross he gave himself up to the powers of this world,
showing in his body your great foolishness, O God,
for loving such a wayward world.
Yet by this very cross, O Wisdom from on high,
you have undone and remade the wisdom of this world,
drawing light from darkness, power from humiliation,
life from death itself.
Remembering your gracious acts in Jesus Christ,
we proclaim together the mystery of faith:

Come, then, life-giving Spirit,
brood over these bodily things
and make us into one body with Christ,
that we, who are baptized into his death,
may walk in newness of life;
that what is sown in dishonor may be raised in glory
and what is sown in weakness may be raised in power.
We praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.
Hear us, Gracious God, as we pray as you taught us to pray saying:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
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Communion of the People
All are invited to this feast. You are invited to approach the Table via the center
aisle, take a piece of bread, dip it in the juice, partake of the elements, and then
return to your seat by way of the outside aisle. Please let our servers know if
you require gluten-free bread and it will be provided for you.
Prayer after Communion
*Hymn No. 65

“Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”

*Responsive Charge & Benediction
The cross, we will take it.
The bread, we will break it.
The pain, we will bear it.
The joy, we will share it.
The Gospel, we will live it.
The love, we will give it.
The light, we will cherish it.
The darkness, God shall perish it!
Choral Benediction

“Glory to God”

Page 7

CWM RHONDDA
The Iona Community

Paul Vasile

Postlude

“Jubilant Fanfare”

Craig A. Penfield

_____________________________________________________________________

Questions for Reflection
“Is anything too wonderful for the Lord?” Time and again, the presence or
promise of God is revealed in scripture in the birth of a child. What are some
of the other special births in the Bible?
Sarah laughs at what seems preposterous news. What might your response
have been in the same circumstances? Why?
Abraham negotiates with God as did Cain and as will Moses. What are the
terms of Abraham’s negotiations? These three examples suggest that humans
(of any rank or standing) can negotiate with God. What do you think?
This unit refers to strangers who bear “truth which might not otherwise have
been received.” What is your normal response to strangers? Are there
strangers who bear truth in your life? Who might they be?
Information About Today’s Worship Service
Today’s call to worship, prayer of confession, assurance of pardon, and prayer
for illumination was written by Rev. Stephen M. Fearing, 2015.
Today’s affirmation of faith comes from the Book of Confessions.
Today’s great prayer of thanksgiving is reprinted by permission of Westminster
John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion. Copyright
2015.
Thank you to our worship and fellowship leaders this morning!
Assisting :
Marianne Baird
Greeter:
Virginia Schulze
Usher:
Carol Gray
Coffee Hour Host:
Events Planning
Today’s flowers are given by Webster Schott in memory of Susan Schott
A very special welcome to our guests! Worship bags with activities for
children are available in the narthex. Please ask an usher and we’ll be happy to
help you. Please join us for light refreshments and fellowship after worship
today in Fellowship Hall.
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This week at Shelter Island Presbyterian Church:
Sunday, August 2
Worship
Monday, August 3
Engaging the Text
Tuesday, August 4
Events Planning
Thursday, August 5
Bible Study
Friday, August 7
AA

9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Looking Ahead:
Sunday, Aug 9
Wednesday, Aug 12

9:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.

Worship
FREE Ice Cream Social

SIPC Vision Statement
We envision the Shelter Island Presbyterian Church as a spiritual heart of our
small community — a congregation that keeps its door open to all and offers
service and support to friends, neighbors and visitors from beyond our shores.
We will encourage the spiritual growth of our church’s people in Jesus Christ
through worship, service to others, stewardship, study and fellowship with one
another. We will work to increase our spiritual engagement with youth, young
families and our growing senior population. Inspired by God’s Word, we look
forward to our future with faith and confidence in God’s purpose for us.
The People of The Shelter Island Presbyterian Church . . .
As we believe, so we do.
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Five Peacemaking Affirmations of the PC(USA) | General Assembly 2015

1.
We affirm that peacemaking is essential to our faith in
God’s reconciling work in Jesus Christ, whose love and justice
challenge hatred and conflict, and whose call gives our church a
mission to present alternatives to violence, fear, and misused
power.
2. We confess our complicity in the world’s violence even
as we pray for the Spirit’s courage to “unmask idolatries,” to
speak truth about war and oppression, and to stand with those
who suffer, and to respond to acts and threats of violence with
ministries of justice, healing, and reconciliation.
3.
We reclaim the power and authority of Jesus Christ,
Prince of Peace and Reconciler, who proclaims God’s reign, who
inspires the prophetic church, forgiving, healing, and undoing
violence, and who overcomes evil through the cross and
resurrection.
4.
We seek to understand the nonviolent revolutions and
armed struggles of our time by drawing on the traditions of
Christian pacifism, just war, just peacemaking and active
nonviolence, and by cultivating moral imagination through
prayer, study, and engagement with friends and enemies. Even as
we actively engage in a peace discernment process, we affirm
our responsibility of continuing the long tradition of support by
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) for our sisters and brothers
who serve in the U.S. military, veterans, and their families.
5.
As disciples of Jesus Christ, we commit
ourselves earnestly to seek and promote loving, nonviolent
responses to conflict in our daily lives, in our communities, and
in our world, and to risk calling our nation back from the
practices of empire to the highest ideals of our heritage, and to
practice boldly the things that make for peace."
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Shelter Island Presbyterian Church
32 N. Ferry Rd. (P.O. 612)
Shelter Island, New York 11964
Website: www.sipchurch.org Twitter: @ShelterIslandPC
Phone: (631)749-0805 Pastor Cell: (404)823-5926
info.sipchurch@gmail.com

Office hours are on Monday-Tuesday and Thursday-Friday;
Administrative Assistant Karen Tudor works on
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Leadership Team of SIPC
Rev. Stephen M. Fearing, Pastor
Linda Betjeman, Minister of Music
Karen Tudor, Administrative Assistant & Clerk of Session
Karin Bennett, Sexton
Session
Class of 2015
Lynn Franklin
Dan Binder
Chris Lewis

Class of 2016
Clarissa Tybaert
Ellen Gove
Laura Dickerson

Class of 2017
Hap Bowditch
Lee Anne Bastible
Laura Nelsen

Class of 2015
Lynn Thomson
Alison Binder
Peter Vielbig

Class of 2016
Doreen McNemar
Colleen Smith
Charlotte Hannabury

Class of 2017
Rachel Brigham
Dana Hallman
Mark Switzer

Deacons

Congregational Nominating Committee
Lee Anne Bastible, Carol Gray, Heather Reylek, Peter Vielbig
________________________________________________________________
SIPC Prayer List
The nations in the Middle East, our planet, the men and women in the Armed
Forces and our leaders. For Ashley Sanderson, Lindsay Ehrlich, Frank Catoe,
Lisa Armour, Melissa Insinga, Audrey Trotman, Jim Gienko, Ruth Mattson,
Tara Chituk, Jill Tuttle Albiani, Sue Speeches-Caddle, Kim Macallister and Art
Milleisen.
We will gladly list the names of any individuals in need of our prayers. You
may share names with us by turning in a note from the pew or by calling the
church office prior to Friday a.m. We will continue to list these names for 4
weeks and then they will be removed unless a specific request is made.
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Ice Cream Social
Wednesday
August 12th @ 7:00 P.M.
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