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9th Sunday after Pentecost (Year B) 
9:00 A.M. | Sunday, June 26th, 2015 

(The worship service begins with the prelude.  Let us silently prepare our 
hearts and allow others the same opportunity.) 

*We invite you to rise in body or in spirit  
Chimes 

Prelude:         “Allegretto in E minor”      Cesar Frank 

Words of Welcome and Announcements 

Introit:       “Morning Has Broken”   Gaelic Melody 
                         
*Call to Worship                         
 We look to the stars and see that which cannot be counted.     
 With Abram we gaze to the skies and see God’s beauty.     Gen. 15 
 We wonder how it is that God can promise so much.   
 With Noah we learn not to take that promise lightly.                    Gen. 9 
 We listen to the wisdom of God: that all of creation is sacred. 
 With Cain we remember that our lives depend on God.       Gen. 4 
 We worship the God who has called us to flourish. 
 With Eve we set forth to spread God’s blessings to the earth.      Gen. 2 
 Come, let creation worship Creator. 

*Hymn No. 12 “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”              ST. DENIO 
                        
*Invitation to Confession 
  
*Prayer of Confession  
 God of the Infinite Stars,           Gen. 15 
 though your blessings outnumber the lights in the dark sky, 
 we struggle to trust your promise. 
 We strain our necks gazing upward, 
 looking for light amidst the darkness, and we become disheartened. 
 Like the stars in the sky, your blessings can seem so plentiful, 
 and yet, at the same time, so very distant. 
 We confess that we want your blessings on our timetable, 
 and not yours. 
 Forgive us for those moments when we focus  
 on our expectations of you  
 instead of your expectations of us.  Forgive us, Lord. 
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*Kyrie       

*Assurance of Forgiveness         
 The covenant God made with Noah is made with us. 
 The covenant God made with Abram is made with us. 
 The fruition of this promise is made complete  
 in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 God promises to us this day, our sins are forgiven! 
 Alleluia!  Amen! 

*Gloria Patri                    Glory to God, No. 581 

*The Peace 
 Since God has forgiven us in Christ, we also ought to forgive one another. 
 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
 And also with you. 

— Please greet those around you — 

Prayer for Illumination 
 God of all promise and peace, 
 come to us this day as you did your servant Abram. 
 Send your Spirit to guide us on the journey to which you call us.  Amen. 

First Reading  Psalm 50                                                 pew Bible pg. 573  
 This is the Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God. 

Anthem “The Gift of Love”       American Folk Tune               arr. Hal Hopson  
       
Second Reading   Genesis 15:1-21                                     pew Bible pg. 13 
 This is the Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God                      

Sermon      “The Blessed Unrest”           Rev. Stephen M. Fearing 
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Lord, Have Mercy
SERVICE MUSIC

576

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Trad. liturgical text
MUSIC: Swee Hong Lim, 1990
Music © 1990 Swee Hong Lim (admin. General Board of Global Ministries t/a GBGMusik)

SINGAPURA

577 Lord, Have Mercy

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Trad. liturgical text
MUSIC: Dinah Reindorf, 1987; arr. Sing! A New Creation, 2001
Music © 1987 Dinah Reindorf
Music Arr. © 2001 Faith Alive Christian Resources

KYRIE ELEISON (Reindorf)

Note: Lower voices may hum.
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*Hymn No. 13 “The Mighty God with Power Speaks”          KINGSFOLD 
Paraphrase of Psalm 50 by Michael Morgan 

*Affirmation of Faith                  from A Brief Statement of Faith 
          
  We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father. 
  In sovereign love God created the world good 
   and makes everyone equally in God’s image, 
   male and female, of every race and people, 
   to live as one community. 
  But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator. 
   Ignoring God’s commandments, 
   we violate the image of God in others and ourselves, 
   accept lies as truth, 
   exploit neighbor and nature, 
   and threaten death to the planet entrusted to our care. 
   We deserve God’s condemnation. 
  Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation. 
   In everlasting love, 
   the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people 
   to bless all families of the earth. 
   Hearing their cry, 
   God delivered the children of Israel 
   from the house of bondage. 
   Loving us still,  
   God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant. 
   Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child, 
   like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, 
   God is faithful still. 

The Prayers of the People 

Call to Offering 

The Offertory          “Andantino in E flat Major”          Cesar Franck   
*****Please take a moment to fill out the friendship pads***** 

*The Doxology           Glory to God, No. 606 

*Prayer of Thanksgiving                                          
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*The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
 for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

*Hymn (see insert)     “God of Grace and Love Unceasing”  NETTLETON 

*Charge & Benediction 

Choral Benediction:      “Goodness is Stronger Than Evil”        Desmond Tutu 
                        John L. Bell 

Postlude      “Chaconne”                 Louis Couperin   
     
________________________________________________________________________
             

Questions for Reflection 
One metaphor to speak of the relationship between God and creation is that 

God has invited us to “dance.”  What are some other metaphors that can 
describe the relationship between God and humans? 

This encounter between Abram and God is similar to that of Moses and God 
(Exodus 3:1-4:17).  What are some of the similarities in the two encounters? 

Abram and God perform a ritual in verses 9-17 to seal the covenant, to close 
the deal.  What are some of the things people do today to show the seriousness 

of their commitment, or to seal a promise? 

Abram makes some risky decisions.  What would inspire you to make similar 
risky decisions? 
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Information About Today’s Worship Service 

Today’s liturgy was written by Rev. Stephen M. Fearing, 2015. 

Thank you to our worship and fellowship leaders this morning! 
Assisting :   Kathy Brockbank 
Greeter:      John Miller 
Usher:    Gary Kagawa 
Coffee Hour Host:         UPW 

Today’s flowers are given by Webster Schott in memory of Susan Schott 

A very special welcome to our guests!  Worship bags with activities for 
children are available in the narthex.  Please ask an usher and we’ll be happy to 
help you.  Please join us for light refreshments and fellowship after worship 
today in Fellowship Hall. 

This week at Shelter Island Presbyterian Church: 
Sunday, July 26    Worship            9:00 a.m. 
Monday, July 27    Engaging the Text          9:00 a.m. 
Thursday, July 30    Bible Study           5:00 p.m. 
Friday, July 31     AA             7:30 p.m. 

Looking Ahead: 
Sunday, August 2    Worship            9:00 a.m. 
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Shelter Island Presbyterian Church 
32 N. Ferry Rd. (P.O. 612) 

Shelter Island, New York  11964 
Website:  www.sipchurch.org  Twitter:  @ShelterIslandPC 

Phone:  (631)749-0805 Pastor Cell: (404)823-5926 
info.sipchurch@gmail.com 

Office hours are on Monday-Tuesday and Thursday-Friday;  
Administrative Assistant Karen Tudor works on  

Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

Leadership Team of SIPC 
Rev. Stephen M. Fearing, Pastor 

Linda Betjeman, Minister of Music 
Karen Tudor, Administrative Assistant & Clerk of Session 

Karin Bennett, Sexton 
Session 
   Class of 2015    Class of 2016   Class of 2017 
  Lynn Franklin    Clarissa Tybaert  Hap Bowditch 
  Dan Binder    Ellen Gove   Lee Anne Bastible 
  Chris Lewis    Laura Dickerson  Laura Nelsen 
Deacons 
  Class of 2015    Class of 2016   Class of 2017 
  Lynn Thomson  Doreen McNemar  Rachel Brigham 
  Alison Binder    Colleen Smith   Dana Hallman 
  Peter Vielbig         Charlotte Hannabury Mark Switzer 

Congregational Nominating Committee 
Lee Anne Bastible, Carol Gray, Heather Reylek, Peter Vielbig 

________________________________________________________________ 

SIPC Prayer List 

The nations in the Middle East, our planet, the men and women in the Armed 
Forces and our leaders. For Ashley Sanderson, Lindsay Ehrlich, Frank Catoe, 
Lisa Armour, Melissa Insinga, Audrey Trotman, Jim Gienko, Ruth Mattson, 
Tara Chituk, Jill Tuttle Albiani,Sue Speeches-Caddle, Kim Macallister and Art 
Milleisen.   

We will gladly list the names of any individuals in need of our prayers.  You 
may share names with us by turning in a note from the pew or by calling the 
church office prior to Friday a.m.  We will continue to list these names for 4 
weeks and then they will be removed unless a specific request is made.  
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