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Welcome to the First Presbyterian Church of Whippany! 

September 6, 2020 

 

You are invited to enjoy an audio recording of worship that can be enjoyed 

from anywhere (even outside!) Click here to listen: 

https://soundcloud.com/sarah-cairatti/labordayweekendworship 

 

During the service, after each of the scripture readings, Genesis 37:1-4, 

12-28 and Matthew 14:22-33, you will be invited to pause the recording and 

discuss or consider in silence these questions: 

 

What did you hear? 

What challenged you? 

What inspired you? 

 

Let us prepare our hearts for worship... 

 

Opening silence and prayer: Psalm 46 

Be still and know that I am God. 

Be still and know that I am. 

Be still and know. 

Be still. 

Be. 

 

A Morning Offering by John O’Donohue 

I bless the night that nourished my heart 

To set the ghosts of longing free 

Into the flow and figure of dream 

That went to harvest from the dark 

Bread for the hunger no one sees. 

 

All that is eternal in me 

Welcomes the wonder of this day, 

The field of brightness it creates 

https://soundcloud.com/sarah-cairatti/labordayweekendworship


2 

Offering time for each thing 

To arise and illuminate. 

 

I place on the altar of dawn: 

The quiet loyalty of breath, 

The tent of thought where I shelter, 

Waves of desire I am shore to 

And all beauty drawn to the eye. 

 

May my mind come alive today 

To the invisible geography 

That invites me to new frontiers, 

To break the dead shell of yesterdays, 

To risk being disturbed and changed. 

 

May I have the courage today 

To live the life that I would love, 

To postpone my dream no longer 

But do at last what I came here for 

And waste my heart on fear no more. 

 
Song: “In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful” Purple Hymnal #654 

In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful. 

In the Lord I will rejoice. 

Look to God.  

Do not be afraid.  

Lift up your voices. The Lord is near.  

Lift up your voices. The Lord is near. 

 

Prayer of Confession: 

Merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

 

We have not loved you 

with our whole heart and soul 

and mind and strength. 
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We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

 

In your mercy, 

forgive what we have been, 

help us amend what we are, 

and direct what we shall be, 

so that we may delight in your will 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 

Silent Prayer… 

 

Leader: In Jesus Christ, who is risen, we are forgiven and set free. 

People: Alleluia! Amen. 

 

Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you. 

People: And, also with you. 

 

Song: “Amazing Grace” #280 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, 

That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found,  

Was blind, but now I see. 

 

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

And grace my fears relieved; 

How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed! 

 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares,  

I have already come; 

‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 

And grace will lead me home. 

 

The Lord has promised good to me, 

His word my hope secures; 

He will my shield and portion be 

As long as life endures. 
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When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 

Bright shining as the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 

Than when we’d first begun. 

 

 

Scripture Reading:  

Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28 

1
Jacob settled in the land where his father had lived as an alien, the land of 

Canaan. 2This is the story of the family of Jacob. 

Joseph, being seventeen years old, was shepherding the flock with his 

brothers; he was a helper to the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s 

wives; and Joseph brought a bad report of them to their father. 3Now Israel 

loved Joseph more than any other of his children, because he was the son of 

his old age; and he had made him a long robe with sleeves. 4But when his 

brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they 

hated him, and could not speak peaceably to him. 

12
Now his brothers went to pasture their father’s flock near Shechem. 13

And 

Israel said to Joseph, “Are not your brothers pasturing the flock at 

Shechem? Come, I will send you to them.” He answered, “Here I am.” 14
So 

he said to him, “Go now, see if it is well with your brothers and with the 

flock; and bring word back to me.” So he sent him from the valley of 

Hebron. 

He came to Shechem, 15
and a man found him wandering in the fields; the 

man asked him, “What are you seeking?” 16
“I am seeking my brothers,” he 

said; “tell me, please, where they are pasturing the flock.” 17
The man said, 

“They have gone away, for I heard them say, ‘Let us go to Dothan.’” So 

Joseph went after his brothers, and found them at Dothan. 18
They saw him 

from a distance, and before he came near to them, they conspired to kill 

him. 19
They said to one another, “Here comes this dreamer. 20

Come now, let 

us kill him and throw him into one of the pits; then we shall say that a wild 

animal has devoured him, and we shall see what will become of his 

dreams.” 21
But when Reuben heard it, he delivered him out of their hands, 

saying, “Let us not take his life.” 22
Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood; 

throw him into this pit here in the wilderness, but lay no hand on him” — 

that he might rescue him out of their hand and restore him to his father. 
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23
So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the 

long robe with sleeves that he wore; 24
and they took him and threw him into 

a pit. The pit was empty; there was no water in it. 

25
Then they sat down to eat; and looking up they saw a caravan of 

Ishmaelites coming from Gilead, with their camels carrying gum, balm, and 

resin, on their way to carry it down to Egypt. 26
Then Judah said to his 

brothers, “What profit is it if we kill our brother and conceal his blood? 
27

Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and not lay our hands on him, for 

he is our brother, our own flesh.” And his brothers agreed. 28
When some 

Midianite traders passed by, they drew Joseph up, lifting him out of the pit, 

and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver. And they took 

Joseph to Egypt. 

 

What did you hear? 

What challenged you? 

What inspired you? 

 

Matthew 14:22-33 

22
Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to 

the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. 23
And after he had dismissed 

the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening 

came, he was there alone, 24
but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, 

was far from the land, for the wind was against them. 25
And early in the 

morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 26
But when the disciples 

saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And 

they cried out in fear. 27
But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, 

“Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 

28
Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on 

the water.” 29
He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking 

on the water, and came toward Jesus. 30
But when he noticed the strong 

wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, 

save me!” 31
Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying 

to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32
When they got into the 
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boat, the wind ceased. 33
And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, 

“Truly you are the Son of God.” 

What did you hear? 

What challenged you? 

What inspired you? 

The Apostles’ Creed (Traditional) page 14, Blue Hymnal 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 

again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand 

of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick 

and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

Song: “For the Beauty of the Earth” #473 

For the beauty of the earth, 

For the glory of the skies, 

For the love which from our birth 

Over and around us lies, 

Lord of all, to Thee we raise 

This our hymn of grateful praise. 

 

For the joy of human love, 

Brother, sister, parent, child, 

Friends on earth, and friends above, 

For all gentle thoughts and mild, 

Lord of all, to Thee we raise 
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This our hymn of grateful praise. 

 

For Thy church that evermore 

Lifteth holy hands above, 

Offering up on every shore 

Her pure sacrifice of love, 

Lord of all, to Thee we raise 

This our hymn of grateful praise. 

 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer:  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come.  

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 

power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Doxology #592 

Praise God, from whom all blessing flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

Benediction: 

May the love of God surround you. 

May the Holy Spirit comfort and befriend you. 

And, may the peace of the Lord Jesus Christ, be yours. 

Amen. 

 

 


