FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF WHIPPANY

NEWSLETTER
Dear Members and Friends,
I’ve been thinking a lot about grief, lately.
About the way tears well up by surprise. The way resentments dwell. The way we start to
wonder—if only, if only, if only—reliving life-altering conversations. Grieving, some days we
want to remember, and on other days, remembering is too painful. I’ve been thinking about
helplessness, overwhelm, and fear. Lately, I’ve been thinking about grief.
I went to a Holy Week preaching workshop last year, and I was surprised that the main lecture
was about preaching on SATURDAY, the day we, Presbyterians, have no worship services.
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Sunday, no! The main lecture was about Saturday,
the day some traditions call ‘Holy Saturday.’ The day between Jesus’ death and resurrection.
A day of waiting. A day of grief.
I warmed to the ‘Holy Saturday’ lecture when I remembered just how much of life is lived on
Saturday.
The professor offered these words from Lamentations 3:22-23, “The steadfast love of the Lord
never ceases; God’s mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is
your faithfulness.” The love of God never ends.
“In life and in death we belong to God,” one of our confessions tells us.
Holy Week and Easter are made for people like us, for people who grieve, for people who
need to hear God’s life-altering promise of life after death. Jesus is risen. This is the
foundational story of our faith, and it is the life-giving breath-of-a-promise that fills our empty
lungs, once again.
So, come, you who grieve. Come to the table, the cross, and the empty tomb. Come to be
witness to the love that shall not be overwhelmed by the grief of loss or the power of death.
Come to be witness to the love that never ends.
In the hope of the resurrection of life,
and with great love,
Pastor Sarah

Sunday, April 14th, 10:15am Palm Sunday Worship
We’ll shout Hosanna!, wave palm branches, and welcome Jesus into Jerusalem in this
celebratory service of traditional worship.

Thursday, April 18th, 7:30pm
Maundy Thursday Worship with Communion and Handwashing
The word Maundy comes from the Latin word mandatum, meaning “command,” and it
refers to the new commandment Jesus gives his disciples the night he washes their
feet and eats with them for the last time. “I give you a new commandment, that you
love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another” (John 13:34). This
celebratively somber service includes Communion and Handwashing.
Friday, April 19th, 9:00am Walk the Stations of the Cross
Meet at the church to carpool to the Loyola Retreat Center to walk around their outdoor
Stations of the Cross. The Stations of the Cross depict in beautiful mosaic the last events
of Jesus’ life. Pastor Sarah will guide prayer and scripture reading as we walk. Youth are
invited to join Joanne for their own devotional walk.

Sunday, April 21st, Easter Sunday,
Christ is Risen! He is Risen Indeed!

Sunrise Easter Worship, 7:00am

Easter Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser for Youth Mission,
7:45 am – 9:45 am

Traditional Easter Worship, 10:15am
Eggstravaganza for Children and Youth, 10:30 am

DEACON’S FOOD PANTRY is in need of Scotts Brand toilet paper, which is safe for
septic systems. Please place your donations in the box by the coat room. Thank you!
CHURCH DIRECTORY UPDATE
*Please take time in coffee hour to review your entry in the church directory. In
the official copy, please consider adding your cell number & email address.

WOMEN’S CIRCLE 3
meeting Monday, April 1st at 7:00 pm in the church library.
Everyone welcome for study and fellowship.
CIRCLE 4 will meet on Friday , April 12 at The Morris County School
of Glass from 10 to 12 am.

MEN’S AFTER BREAKFAST GATHERING
For our APRIL gathering on Saturday, 04/13/2019, Tom Coates has arranged a "field trip" for our
Men's group to the Morristown Airport to see and hear about how the airport operates (near Tom's
house). The flat plain of the airport property is a remnant of the bed of the ancient Lake Passaic that
was formed from the melting of the last Ice Age around 11,000 years ago. It was called "The Black
Meadow" when part of it was bought by settlers John and Elizabeth Ford who came to Whippany in
1715 to build the original iron forge. They proceeded to found the important Ford families of
Morristown and Whippany (and the Fordville mansion still on Ford Hill Road).
Instructions for how to reach Morristown Airport's administration building are available. Just email
the church office or Don Kiddoo. Please check the map and make a copy, so you can find your way
to the yellow brick Building #8, with parking there. It's near Building # 16 and across from the
"Signature" building (hanger?) . Please mark your calendar for 04/13 @ 8:30 am @ Building #8.
For our MAY gathering on 05/11, George Copolla has arranged for Marty Nusbaum of the Seeing
Eye in Morristown to bring Dog Friday to show & tell us about how the Seeing Eye dogs are raised
and trained to serve as service dogs for blind people. The Seeing Eye was headquartered on
Whippany Road (on the MetLife building side of CareOne of Hanover) until in moved to west of
Morristown around the 1970s. We look forward to meeting Dog Friday (as well as Marty), but we
don't yet know if Dog Friday will have some after breakfast coffee with us.
The floor is open for a volunteer to plan our JUNE 8 gathering
DonK

EASTER
SUNRISE SERVICE
7:00AM
On the Church Lawn
Dress Casual & Warm

What better way to start your Easter Day!!

Easter Morning
All You Can Eat
Pancakes!
7:45AM - 9:45 AM
Coffee – Tea – Orange Juice
Hot Cocoa (with marshmallows)
Light & Fluffy Pancakes
Service with a Smile! ☺

Join in on the Fun!
10:15AM
Worship Service

SHYF & Club 3:16
Sunday April 7th

Spaghetti Supper Fundraiser – Set-Up 4:30
Dinner 5:00-8:00
***Mission Team Training 3:30-4:30PM***

Sunday April 14th
Time out

Meeting 6:30-8:00PM

Easter Sunday - April 21st
Sunrise Service 7:00AM
Pancake Breakfast 7:45-9:45AM
Worship & Easter Egg-stravaganza 10:15AM
No Evening Meeting

Sunday April 28th

Youth Sunday Rehearsal 5:30-6:00
Youth Group Movie Night 6:00-8:30

Our youth are still Living Lent as they are challenged to continue to do Random
Acts of Kindness not only for the remainder of Lent but also for the rest of the school
year with hopes of it becoming a good habit they cannot break. With visions of
pancakes, Easter Eggs and Resurrection Rolls dancing in our heads we are getting excited
to celebrate the Risen Christ on Easter morning.
We will continue with our “23 Psalm” lessons where we will learn the 23 Psalm in
12 steps through bead memorization and know the scripture through drama, games,
crafts and cooking.







Please help our two mission teams reach their destinations
of Tennessee and Pittsburg this summer!
There is a poster of needs outside the Church School Office.

Please help us raise the funds we need so our youth can spread the love
of Christ and help others in need this summer.

**We have 5 youth who are in need of sponsors to make their
summer trip a reality. If you are interested in sponsoring a youth
either fully or partially please see Joanne. Thank you so very much.”

Join us for our annual Youth Group Fundraiser

Spaghetti Supper
Sunday, April 7, 2019
Doors Open at 5:00PM and Dinner is served until 8:00PM

Tickets: $12 for Adults
$6 for children ages 4-10
Free for children 3 and under
Bread & Butter , Salad, Tea, Coffee, Juices, Assorted Desserts and …
ALL YOU CAN EAT SPAGHETTI IN HOMEMADE MEAT OR MARINARA SAUCE

Tickets are available in Parish Hall during Fellowship Hour,
from any one of our youth group members or
make your reservations online at youthfpcwhippany.org
* You can also pre-order your homemade sauce to take home.
Tell us at the Youth Group table in Parish Hall or email us at youthfpcwhippany.org
Dinner will be served in The First Presbyterian Church Parish Hall
494 Route 10 ~ Whippany NJ
Parking in located in the rear of the church

Show Somebunny You Love Them This Easter
with an Easter Bag:
1 Stuffed Bunny
1 Chocolate Bunny or Chick
Jelly Beans
1 Easter Pencil
Easter Erasers
Easter Stickers
1 Easter Egg with surprise toy

All proceeds go to the summer mission teams.
*****************************************************************************

Saturday, April 27,2019
7:00PM
Whippany Fire Department (upstairs)
For more details and registration: go to youthfpcwhippany.org
Come with a group of friends or come alone & make new friends!
Spaces fill up fast so don’t hesitate!

Great
Mother’s
Day Gift!
$46.00

Save the date: Friday, May 31st 5:00PM -8:00PM

All proceeds go to benefit our two summer mission trips~
High School mission team heading to Mountain T.O.P. Tennessee
Service mission team going to Pittsburg, Pennsylvania with Group Mission Trips

Sponsorship: Hole sponsorship: $25 or a 10” x 10” sign
$40 for a 24” x 16” sign.
Course sponsorship $100-you may provide banners or
other signage/materials to be displayed at beginning of the course.
All sponsors may distribute materials at our “sponsor table”.
Please complete the form below and drop off to Joanne Willans at FPCW or mail it to
First Presbyterian Church of Whippany c/o Mini Golf 494 Route 10, Whippany, NJ 07981
Deadline is May 25th
Questions, please contact Joanne at youthfpcwhippany@gmail.com
or through our website: youthfpcwhippany.org

Mini Golf Sponsorship
Name:_________________________________
Business:_____________________________________________________
Sponsor: _____Hole ($25)

_____Hole ($40)

_____Course ($100)

Checks made payable to: First Presbyterian Church of Whippany

Ahoy, me maties, make ready for adventure ahead!
Do the right thing, and don't worry about whether
you look the part of a hero or not.
Will it, live it, have some faith, and you'll be it.
“I can do all things through Christ because He gives me strength.”
Philippians 4:11

VBS
August 5-9, 2019
9:00AM – 12:30PM
(Doors Open 8:30AM)
Registration:
https://reg.planetreg.com/E32020494323825

*There is no fee for our VBS –
Donations are greatly appreciated .

EASTER FLOWERS
Orders for Easter lilies or other spring plants
(daffodils, tulips, hyacinths & azaleas) to beautify
our sanctuary on Easter Sunday, April 21st may be
placed through the church office by mailing in or
dropping off the order form below.
The deadline for ordering is Monday, April 8.
Plants may be taken home following the 10:15 AM service of worship on Easter
Sunday or may be left to be delivered by the Deacons to a sick or shut-in
member or friend. Your plant(s) will be labeled with your name to assure that
everyone gets the plant(s) they ordered.
I would like to place a spring plant in the sanctuary
on Easter Sunday, April 21st.
(Please specify the type, number and color of the plant(s) you desire.)

TYPE
EASTER LILY $22

QUANTITY

DAFFODILS $11
TULIPS $12
HYACINTH $11
AZALEA $15
TOTAL # OF PLANTS
TOTAL ENCLOSED $
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