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Agape is the Greek word for “self-giving love.”  In early 

Christian tradition followers of Jesus gathered for 

community meals and worship. Often these “love feasts” 

included Communion.  In that spirit on Ash Wednesday, 

our church celebrates the agape of Christ, bringing 

together elements of a traditional service of 

Communion—prayer, confession, and praise—with a 

simple meal shared around tables.  
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CALL TO THE FEAST 

Leader: Jesus says:  “I am the bread of life; 

whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and 

whoever believes in me shall never thirst.” 

All: We come to this table hungry and 

thirsty. Satisfy us, O God. 

Leader: Jesus says:  “Come to me, all you who are 

weary and carrying heavy burdens, and I will 

give you rest.” 

All:  We come to this table weary and 

burdened. Give us rest, O God. 

Leader: We remember that Jesus comes to us in the 

stranger, in the hungry, in the thirsty, and in 

the one needing warmth. 

All: We come to this table in need. 

Welcome us into the arms of your 

abundance, O God. 

 

WELCOME SONG “O Christ, Surround Me”  

v 1, 2, 4, 5 Purple Hymnal #543 

 

God, be the love to search and keep me; 

God, be the prayer to move my voice; 

God be the strength to now uphold me: 

O Christ, surround me; O Christ, surround me. 

 

Bind to myself the Name of Holy,  

great cloud of witnesses enfold; 

Prophets, apostles, angels witness: 

O Christ, surround me; O Christ, surround me. 

 

Walking behind to hem my journey, 

Going ahead to light my way, 

And from beneath, above, and all ways: 

O Christ, surround me; O Christ, surround me. 

 



Christ in the eyes of all who see me, 

Christ in the ears that hear my voice, 

Christ in the hearts of all who know me: 

O Christ, surround me; O Christ, surround me.* 

 

SETTING THE TABLE 

We take joy in the meal, where we give our love and 

attention to one another, and remember that Jesus too is 

here, with us. In the midst of this sacred meal we set three 

symbols to remind us of God’s promises to us: 

 

A candle, to remind us that God poured out the Holy 

Spirit upon us—in flame and fire.  

 

Bread, for Jesus Christ is the bread of life.  

 

And, a cup, a reminder of Jesus’ death. He shared the cup 

with his friends before he was arrested and killed.   

 

Jesus is with us at this table!  

Let us open our hearts to God and to one another.  

 

 

SONG OF INVOCATION “Spirit of the Living God,” sing 3x 

 

Spirit of the living God, Fall afresh on me; 

Spirit of the living God, Fall afresh on me. 

Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. 

Spirit of the living God, Fall afresh on me.* 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION    Selections from Psalm 51 

Have mercy on me, O God, 

according to your steadfast love; 

according to your abundant mercy. 

For I know my transgressions, 

and my sin is ever before me. 

You desire truth in the inward being; 



therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart. 

Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean. 

Let me hear joy and gladness; 

let the bones that you have crushed rejoice. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

and put a new and right spirit within me. 

Do not cast me away from your presence, 

and do not take your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 

and sustain in me a willing spirit. 

Deliver me, O God, O God of my salvation, 

and my tongue will sing aloud of your deliverance. 

Amen. 

 

Silent prayer 

 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader:           Hear the Good News: In the life, death, and 

resurrection of Jesus, God proclaims 

forgiveness. In the name of Jesus Christ, we are 

forgiven and free to love once again. 

People:        Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Genesis 2:4-15 

Isaiah 58:1-12 

 
INVITATION AND PRAYER BEFORE THE MEAL 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. Lead us not into temptation but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 



SHARING THE AGAPE FEAST, BREAD AND CUP 

 

COMMUNION SONG  “Let Us Break Bread Together”  # 513 

 

AFTER COMMUNION PRAYER    (Unison) 

Gracious God, out of your love and mercy you 

breathed into dust the breath of life, creating us to 

love you and our neighbors. Call forth our 

tenderness as we walk with you through death 

and beyond. Strengthen us, as we rise from this 

table, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

SONG OF BLESSING      “Amazing Grace,” v. 1 and 5 

 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, 

That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, 

Was blind, but now I see. 

 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 

Bright shining as the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 

Than when we’d first begun.* 

 

 

BENEDICTION 

Leader:         The unearned favor of Christ, 

                       The unending love of God, 

                       The unbroken friendship of the Holy Spirit 

                       be with us always.  

                       Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People:       Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

 

 

 


