
  
Life Group Homework-Leader’s Guide 

For the week of October 29, 2017 
 

Announcements: 
• Be sure to remind your group members about the Giving 

Thanks outreach on November 20!  We need all the help 
we can get! 
 

Getting Started/Getting to Know One Another 
1. This week, Pastor Craig talked about activity vs. intimacy and he 

used the story of Mary and Martha as a Biblical background for 
the message.  When it comes to household chores, which is your 
favorite and least favorite? 
Answers will vary but here are some examples: 
• Dusting furniture 

• Mowing the lawn 

• Dishes 

• Sweeping floors 

• Vacuuming 
• Replacing bedding 

• Laundry 
 

2. On the side of developing deep relationships, tell your group 
about who your best friend was in high school and what was it 
about them that made them so great? 
 
Encourage people in your group to answer this openly and 
nostalgically.  Even if the people in your group didn’t hang 
out with the greatest people, the point isn’t to drive in the 
point that who you surround yourself matters.  The point is 
to think back on some of the good times you had with your 
school buddies! 

 
 
Into The Bible 

1. Pastor Craig’s first point had to do with how we sometimes 
struggle with valuing activity/work/serving over simply spending 

time with God.  Read Psalm 27:4 and John 6:27. Why do you 
think we tend to value doing things for Jesus over spending time 
with Him? 
 
Both of these verses just mention how important it was to 
the author to be placing time and value on eternal things and 
intimacy with the Father.  We can waste so much time on the 
wrong things or even doing the right things for the wrongs 
reasons.  What matters most is that we learn to value 
intimacy with God over anything else!  It should be to the 
point where we pursue His presence at all costs-saying no 
to distractions or anything else that would take our attention 
and affection away from Jesus.  This is such a difficult 
process, but one thing is for sure-it begins in the heart! 
 

2. Pastor challenged us on Sunday to be on guard-especially in our 
time of devotions.  So many things can pop up to steal our 
attention, focus, and affection.  Read Mark 4:18-20 in the NLT, 
which wraps up the parable of the seed planted on different kinds 
of ground.  How do we guard ourselves against worries, lures, 
and desires of other things especially within the context of our 
devotional/intentional time with the Lord?   
 
This passage simply states that even with good intention, 
there are so many things that can steal the depth that comes 
from the Word of God and time spent with Him.  What good 
does it do to block out time with God but spend that entire 
time distracted by your phone?  It’s both wise and 
completely worth it to do whatever you need to do to 
intentionally eliminate any distractions during the times 
we’re trying to connect with God. Maybe you’ll need to turn 
off your phone or keep a notebook to list out things that 
might distract you before you spend that time! Saying “yes” 
to God, inevitably also means saying “no” to other things! 
 

3. Pastor’s third point had to do with forging depth in our 
relationships with other believers.  Read Proverbs 27:17 and 
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12.  What sort of benefits to deep God centered 
friendships do these verses talk about? 

 
Surrounding yourself with other believers and really 
investing into those relationships does several things!  It 
gives you people to fight alongside when the enemy might 



be attacking you, it gives you a place to be open and honest 
about what you might be struggling with or growing in, and 
it gives you a support system of other likeminded people 
who are challenging you to become more Christ-like in the 
way you live your life!  They also help us to see blindspots 
or challenge us to be better! We truly were meant to do life 
together and to run our races alongside other people who 
will help us to persevere, comfort us in the tough times, and 
nudge us towards Jesus since He truly is the only answer! 
 

So What? 
 

1. Pastor covered four major areas of where we sometimes 
exchange intimacy for activity-our relationship with God, our 
relationships at home, our relationships with believers, and our 
relationships with the lost.  Which of these four areas stood out 
to you the most and how are you planning on “switching the price 
tag” back (where you intentionally value intimacy over activity in 
that area)? 

 
Encourage people in your groups to be open and honest 
with this question.  It would be so easy to just give surface 
answers or to not answer in a way that would force you to be 
accountable to your answer, but that accountability is so 
important!  If needed, as the leader, be ready and willing to 
be the first to share and set the tone as far as vulnerability 
goes! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer Requests: 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Intimacy—“close in friendship, very close as regards connection or relation.” 
 

Foundations that Develop & Maintain Intimacy 
1. Genuine          CARE        —someone must be truly concerned, not using 

you or having personal agendas or ulterior motives. 
2. Mutual Sharing—sharing has to be both ways.   
3. Open Honesty—sharing that is untruthful or guarded affects intimacy. 
4. Trust/Faithfulness – you open up when you can depend on someone. 
5.        TIME        —to not take time leads to drift in a relationship. 
 

4 Relationships Where We Exchange Activity for Intimacy 
 

1. Relationship with       GOD    . 
 
 
 
 

When we don’t spend time with Jesus: 

• We are         DISTRACTED   about what is really important – v. 40 

• We are         WORRIED   and upset about many things – v. 41 
 
 

2. Relationships at   HOME  .  
 
  
 
 
3. Relationships with    BELIEVERS . 
 
 
 
 
4. Relationships with the   LOST  . 

Matthew 5:3-12 


