
  
Life Group Homework-Leader’s Guide 

For the week of May 14, 2017 
 

Announcements: 
• There will be an all Life Group get together on June 9th. It’ll 

be something along the lines of an “Amazing Race” kind of 
event. Announce the date so that people can mark their 
calendars! 

• There are only a few weeks left of group!  Make the most of 
them!!! 
 

Getting Started/Getting to Know One Another 
1. Tell about a time where someone either went out of their way to 

help you or was extra kind to you? 

Answers will vary but the point is just to get the ball rolling 
on discussing the topic of the beatitudes. 
 

 

 

2. Do you have any big plans for the summer?  i.e. a family trip, 
getting to the lake more than last year, renovating a room in your 
house, etc. 
 
This is a perfect chance for you to encourage someone to 
share that might be a little shy and tends to not share very 
much or at all.  Try to use questions like this one really 
intentionally. 
 

 
Into The Bible 

1. On Sunday, Pastor Josh mentioned how the word meek doesn’t 
necessarily mean what we often think it does.  It has more to do 
with humility, balance, and quiet strength than it does with just 
being a doormat for people to walk all over.  Now read Psalms 
37:11. What do you think it means to “inherit the earth,” which 
both verses talk about? 
 
Although there could be several different meanings here 
some of the most popular opinions are the following: 

• “Inheriting the earth” means that whatever this life may 
bring that joy will be found. 

• A promise for provision during our time here on earth. 
• A prophetic word about the “New Heaven and New Earth” 

after Jesus returns. 
• A term or phrase that reminded the Jews of how the 

Israelites inherited Canaan. 
While any of these interpretations could be correct I think 
it’s safe to say the following which links the phrase/verse in 
Matthew 5 to the Old Testament where it was “a proverbial 
expression to denote any great blessing” according to 
Barnes’ Notes on the Bible. 

 
 

2. Read through Psalms 63:1-5.  There are many examples 
throughout the Bible that talk about how God always fills those 
who seek after Him.  It’s a promise from Him!  For you, what does 
it look like to “hunger and thirst after righteousness,” and/or to 
“earnestly seek Him”?   
 
This question really allows for your group participants to 
make a heart and practical application directly from 
scripture.  David uses some really strong poetic terminology 
to depict his desperation.  You might further ask people, 
“What would it look like for you to really get desperate for 
Jesus?”  I love this verse though in that are current culture 
tries to lie to us in saying that fulfillment can only be found 
in things, wealth, or relationships, but the reality is that only 
God can fill that void.  What’s truly amazing though is that 
God PROMISES that He will do so if we simply seek Him! 
 

3. Pastor Josh talked a bit about what it means to be pure in heart.  
Check out Psalms 51:10 and 73:1.  What do you think it means 
to be “pure in heart” and how is that different from how we 
generally associate purity with that of the “sexual purity”/”purity in 
our minds”?  

 
According to several commentaries as well as what we can 
gather from the context of these verses is that being “pure 
in heart” has a lot to do with our motives, authenticity, and 
integrity!  The phrase depicts wholeness and goodness 
without corruption. Purity of heart is something that goes so 
much deeper than just temptation, sexuality, or even corrupt 



decisions, it means to have pure motives in wanting the best 
for yourself and others, seeing the best in yourself and 
others, and desiring goodness and authenticity in all of our 
decisions.   

 
 

So What? 
1. Pastor Josh ended by bringing up the idea of celebrating the 

growth that God has brought about in our lives in the last year as 
well as challenging us to identity a beatitude that we would like to 
grow in in the future. 

a. What area of growth do you feel like God has done some 
work in over the last year or so that you can celebrate? 

 
Examples include: 
 -Learning to tame my tongue better 
 -Growing in having joy in even difficult situations 
 -Resisting temptation 
 -Letting go of bitterness 

 
 
 
 
 
 

b. What beatitude are you choosing to focus on in the 
immediate future? 

 
Answers will vary but if you need a refresher on the 
beatitudes refer to the sermon notes. 

 
 
Prayer Requests: 

 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Whatever you are doing, seeking, trying to be, desiring to grow in, or trying 
to get through, it all comes back to learning to be more like Jesus. 

 
Text:  Matthew 5:3-12 
 
Keep in mind the principle of BLESSING & REWARD  
 

1) The blessing of NEEDING HELP (Matthew 5:3) 
 

2) The blessing of SENSITIVITY (Matthew 5:4) 
 

3) The blessing of GENTLE STRENGTH Strength (Matthew 5:5) 
 

4) The blessing of LEARNING (Matthew 5:6) 
 

5) The blessing of COMPASSION (Matthew 5:7) 
 

6) The blessing of CLEAR Conscience (Matthew 5:8) 
 

7) The blessing of FRIENDSHIP (Matthew 5:9) 
 

8) The blessing of DIFFICULTY (Matthew 5:10) 
 

 
 
 

Matthew 5:3-12 


