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What are you doing to make your life count for the Kingdom of God?
Mark 8:34-38 NLT
Then, calling the crowd to join his disciples, he said, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you must turn 
from your selfish ways, take up your cross, and follow me.  If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. 
But if you give up your life for my sake and for the sake of the Good News, you will save it.  And what do you 
benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own soul?  Is anything worth more than your soul?  If anyone 
is ashamed of me and my message in these adulterous and sinful days, the Son of Man will be ashamed of that 
person when he returns in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”

What is supposed to be crucified?

Colossians 3:5-10 NLT
So put to death the sinful, earthly things lurking within you. Have nothing to do with sexual immorality, impuri-
ty, lust, and evil desires. Don’t be greedy, for a greedy person is an idolater, worshiping the things of this world. 
Because of these sins, the anger of God is coming.  You used to do these things when your life was still part of 
this world. But now is the time to get rid of anger, rage, malicious behavior, slander, and dirty language. Don’t 
lie to each other, for you have stripped off your old sinful nature and all its wicked deeds. Put on your new na-
ture, and be renewed as you learn to know your Creator and become like him.

One of the dangers that we face as Christians is the tendency we have to become consumers instead of contribu-
tors!

Hebrews 5:12 NLT
You have been believers so long now that you ought to be teaching others. Instead, you need someone to teach 
you again the basic things about God’s word. You are like babies who need milk and cannot eat solid food.

What if we paraphrased that verse?
“You have been believers so long now that you ought to be contributing toward others growth. Instead, you are 
stuck in a consumer mentality…”

Ephesians 4:11-12 NKJV
And He Himself gave some to  be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for 
the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ,

Ephesians 4:15-16 NKJV
but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ— from whom the 
whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which 
every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.

The job of the Pastor and other ministry gifts is to equip you to do the work of the ministry. Your job is to real-
ize the vital part you are and get in your place!  
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