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Luke 2:8-18 NLT
That night there were shepherds staying in the fields nearby, guarding their flocks of sheep. Suddenly, an angel 
of the Lord appeared among them, and the radiance of the Lord’s glory surrounded them. They were terrified,   
but the angel reassured them. “Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I bring you good news that will bring great joy to all 
people. The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in Bethlehem, the city of David! And you 
will recognize him by this sign: You will find a baby wrapped snugly in strips of cloth, lying in a manger.” Sud-
denly, the angel was joined by a vast host of others—the armies of heaven—praising God and saying, “Glory to 
God in highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with whom God is pleased.” When the angels had returned 
to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, “Let’s go to Bethlehem! Let’s see this thing that has happened, 
which the Lord has told us about.” They hurried to the village and found Mary and Joseph. And there was the 
baby, lying in the manger. After seeing him, the shepherds told everyone what had happened and what the angel 
had said to them about this child. All who heard the shepherds’ story were astonished,

John 10:11 NLT
“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd sacrifices his life for the sheep.

Genesis 4:2 NLT
Later she gave birth to his brother and named him Abel. When they grew up, Abel became a shepherd, while 
Cain cultivated the ground.

Genesis 24:35 NLT
“And the Lord has greatly blessed my master; he has become a wealthy man. The Lord has given him flocks of 
sheep and goats, herds of cattle, a fortune in silver and gold, and many male and female servants and camels and 
donkeys.

Job 42:12 NLT
So the Lord blessed Job in the second half of his life even more than in the beginning. For now he had 14,000 
sheep, 6,000 camels, 1,000 teams of oxen, and 1,000 female donkeys.

1 Samuel 16:1, 1 Samuel 16:10-13 NLT
Now the Lord said to Samuel, “You have mourned long enough for Saul. I have rejected him as king of Israel, 
so fill your flask with olive oil and go to Bethlehem. Find a man named Jesse who lives there, for I have se-
lected one of his sons to be my king.” In the same way all seven of Jesse’s sons were presented to Samuel. But 
Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of these.” Then Samuel asked, “Are these all the sons you 
have?” “There is still the youngest,” Jesse replied. “But he’s out in the fields watching the sheep and goats.” 
“Send for him at once,” Samuel said. “We will not sit down to eat until he arrives.” So Jesse sent for him. He 
was dark and handsome, with beautiful eyes. And the Lord said, “This is the one; anoint him.” So as David 
stood there among his brothers, Samuel took the flask of olive oil he had brought and anointed David with the 
oil. And the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon David from that day on. Then Samuel returned to Ramah.

1 Samuel 17:13-15 NLT
Jesse’s three oldest sons—Eliab, Abinadab, and Shimea —had already joined Saul’s army to fight the Philis-
tines. David was the youngest son. David’s three oldest brothers stayed with Saul’s army, but David went back 
and forth so he could help his father with the sheep in Bethlehem.



Psalms 23:1-3 NLT
The Lord is my shepherd; I have all that I need. He lets me rest in green meadows; he leads me beside peaceful 
streams. He renews my strength. He guides me along right paths, bringing honor to his name.

1 Samuel 17:34-35 NLT
But David persisted. “I have been taking care of my father’s sheep and goats,” he said. “When a lion or a bear 
comes to steal a lamb from the flock, I go after it with a club and rescue the lamb from its mouth. If the animal 
turns on me, I catch it by the jaw and club it to death.

Psalms 23:4 NLT
Even when I walk through the darkest valley, I will not be afraid, for you are close beside me. Your rod and 
your staff protect and comfort me.

John 10:1-10 NLT
“I tell you the truth, anyone who sneaks over the wall of a sheepfold, rather than going through the gate, must 
surely be a thief and a robber! But the one who enters through the gate is the shepherd of the sheep.     The 
gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep recognize his voice and come to him. He calls his own sheep 
by name and leads them out. After he has gathered his own flock, he walks ahead of them, and they follow him 
because they know his voice. They won’t follow a stranger; they will run from him because they don’t know his 
voice.” Those who heard Jesus use this illustration didn’t understand what he meant, so he explained it to them: 
“I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep. All who came before me were thieves and robbers. But the true 
sheep did not listen to them. Yes, I am the gate. Those who come in through me will be saved. They will come 
and go freely and will find good pastures. The thief’s purpose is to steal and kill and destroy. My purpose is to 
give them a rich and satisfying life.

Matthew 18:10-14 NLT
“Beware that you don’t look down on any of these little ones. For I tell you that in heaven their angels are 
always in the presence of my heavenly Father. “If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them wanders away, 
what will he do? Won’t he leave the ninety-nine others on the hills and go out to search for the one that is lost?   
And if he finds it, I tell you the truth, he will rejoice over it more than over the ninety-nine that didn’t wander 
away! In the same way, it is not my heavenly Father’s will that even one of these little ones should perish.

Isaiah 40:11 NLT
He will feed his flock like a shepherd. He will carry the lambs in his arms, holding them close to his heart. He 
will gently lead the mother sheep with their young.

John 21:15-17 NLT
After breakfast Jesus asked Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than these? ” “Yes, Lord,” 
Peter replied, “you know I love you.” “Then feed my lambs,” Jesus told him. Jesus repeated the question: 
“Simon son of John, do you love me?” “Yes, Lord,” Peter said, “you know I love you.” “Then take care of my 
sheep,” Jesus said. A third time he asked him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter was hurt that Jesus 
asked the question a third time. He said, “Lord, you know everything. You know that I love you.” Jesus said, 
“Then feed my sheep.


