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What did Jesus say?
- See Matthew 6:5-14.

Pray!

Prayer establishes your relationship with the Father!

Matthew 6:6, Matthew 6:9 NLT
But when you pray, go away by yourself, shut the door behind you, and pray to your Father in private. Then 
your Father, who sees everything, will reward you. Pray like this: Our Father in heaven, may your name be kept 
holy.

Pray alone!

Matthew 6:5-6 NLT
“When you pray, don’t be like the hypocrites who love to pray publicly on street corners and in the synagogues 
where everyone can see them. I tell you the truth, that is all the reward they will ever get.  But when you pray, 
go away by yourself, shut the door behind you, and pray to your Father in private. Then your Father, who sees 
everything, will reward you.

Matthew 14:23 NLT
After sending them home, he went up into the hills by himself to pray. Night fell while he was there alone.

Mark 1:35 NLT
Before daybreak the next morning, Jesus got up and went out to an isolated place to pray.

Pray His will be accomplished!

John 15:7-8 NLT
But if you remain in me and my words remain in you, you may ask for anything you want, and it will be grant-
ed!  When you produce much fruit, you are my true disciples. This brings great glory to my Father.

James 5:16 NLT
Confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The earnest prayer of a righ-
teous person has great power and produces wonderful results.

But I’m too busy to pray!
- See Acts 6.
- Increase came because their priorities were set right!

Matthew 26:38-41 NLT
He told them, “My soul is crushed with grief to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me.” He went 
on a little farther and bowed with his face to the ground, praying, “My Father! If it is possible, let this cup of 
suffering be taken away from me. Yet I want your will to be done, not mine.” Then he returned to the disciples 
and found them asleep. He said to Peter, “Couldn’t you watch with me even one hour?  Keep watch and pray, so 
that you will not give in to temptation. For the spirit is willing, but the body is weak!”



- Prayer allows us to see the Divine perspectives in the midst of life’s complexities!

Pray when facing opposition!

Matthew 5:43-45 NLT
“You have heard the law that says, ‘Love your neighbor’ and hate your enemy.  But I say, love your enemies! 
Pray for those who persecute you!  In that way, you will be acting as true children of your Father in heaven. For 
he gives his sunlight to both the evil and the good, and he sends rain on the just and the unjust alike.

Psalms 109:4-5 NLT
I love them, but they try to destroy me with accusations even as I am praying for them! They repay evil for 
good, and hatred for my love.

- See Acts 4:23-31.

Pray when needing direction!

Acts of the Apostles 13:1-3 NLT
Among the prophets and teachers of the church at Antioch of Syria were Barnabas, Simeon (called “the black 
man” ), Lucius (from Cyrene), Manaen (the childhood companion of King Herod Antipas ), and Saul. One day 
as these men were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Appoint Barnabas and Saul for the 
special work to which I have called them.” So after more fasting and prayer, the men laid their hands on them 
and sent them on their way.

- See Ephesians 1:15-23.


