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DOM Reflections, February

Forty-five years ago this month | went to pastor the First Baptist Church
in Gorman, Texas. The night the congregation voted to extend me the
call to be their pastor Brother Joe O’Neal and his wife Thelma requested
membership in the church. Brother Joe had just retired from many years
of pastoral ministry in small rural churches. The night a young twenty-
four-year-old became pastor a retired pastor, seventy-four years old, be-
came part of the congregation. | could never have imagined the blessing
that Brother Joe would be in my life.

Grace and humility were the two qualities that wonderfully flowed through
the example of Brother Joe to powerfully impact my life. Every pastor
dreams of finishing well in his active ministry. Unfortunately, Brother
Joe’s long-tenured ministry ended sadly. Some of the members of his
last church took actions against Brother Joe that hurt him deeply. The
circumstances that resulted from their actions led to his decision to retire
and finalize his pastoral ministry. However, the greatest challenge that
he faced was not ending his pastoral ministry; rather, he had to decide
how to respond to the hurt that he had experienced. Would he become
bitter and foster resentment against those who had wronged him, or
would he draw from the well of God’s grace and choose the way of for-
giveness? Brother Joe chose to embrace the counsel of the Apostle

Paul: “31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamer and slander
be put away from you, aleng with all malice. 32 RBe kind te one ancthie,
tenderfiearted, forgiving ene ancthier, as God in Christ fergave you’ Ephe-
sians 4:31-32 ESV. The grace that he chose to extend was powerfully il-
lustrated one day when he invited the group that had offended him to his
home. To their surprise he expressed his forgiveness and good will by
washing their feet. Not long afterwards he came to visit me in my office.
As we talked, he shared his heart with me, but before he left we knelt to
pray and he lifted his heart to God asking the Heavenly Father to pour
out His blessing on those who had brought about the end of his ministry
in the former pastorate. These many years later his example of for-
giveness and grace still lives in my memory.

One of the ways that Brother Joe demonstrated his humility was through
the way that he related to me as his pastor. He was fifty years my senior,
but he never treated me as “the kid” who did not know much; even

though, that certainly was the case. Rather, he showed me great respect
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Association Calendar
ASSOCIATION and AREA CALENDAR

Feb 5
Feb 17
Feb 23
Mar 21-23
April 19
May
May 7
May 27
July 4-5
Aug 6
Aug 22
Sept 2

February

Baptist Men’s Meeting

Annual Association Praise Service
Fortaleciendo a la Iglesia Pequena
Pastors Prayer Retreat

Good Friday

Association Sunday!

Baptist Men’s Meeting

Memorial Day

Independence Day

Baptist Men’s Meeting

Executive Board Meeting

Labor Day

Church Announcements:

FBC, Rocksprings 6:30
FBC, Uvalde, 4pm
Primera, Eagle Pass
Alto Frio Baptist Camp
office closed
Everywhere
Barksdale, 6:30

office closed

office closed

TBD

TBD

office closed

Real Path Baptist Church, will be having, “A Night to Shine Prom” for people with special
needs. They are partnering with the Tim Tebow Foundation. For more information please
call 830-776-3211.

Beginning Sunday evening on March 3, Utopia Baptist Church will offer Financial Peace
University to their Church and Community free of charge on nine consecutive Sunday

Nights.

Saturday, Febru:

“

Fortalecie




Choirs, Singers, and Praise Bands get ready! It is almost time for the

The Del Rio-Uvalde Baptist Association Annual Praise Service. For more
information please contact Greg Knapp , First Baptist Church Uvalde,
at 830-278-6283. Praise service will be Feb. 17 @ 4pm with fellowship after!

i
3APTISTMEN

PRAVER Mark your calendars

March 21-23, 2019

More information coming soon!
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and gave me the positive affirmation that encouraged me in my growth as a pastor. One small thing
that stood out to me is that he never

referred to me as just “Tommy”. When he spoke to me or made reference to me in his conversation
with another person, he always called me “Brother Tommy”, demonstrating to me the respect that he
believed his pastor merited. However, that which meant most to me were the times that he would
come and visit me in my office. He listened to me and valued what | had to say. He would also share
significant insights out of his many years of pastoral ministry. Each time before he would leave we
would kneel together in prayer. To this day | can still feel his hand on my shoulder and hear his
voice as he spoke my name to the Father in intercession.

Some years ago Brother Joe graduated to Heaven. But after forty-five years his example of grace
and humility continue to challenge me and encourage me in the race. My prayer is that the Holy
Spirit will so work in my life that grace and humility will flow through me in such a way as to encour-
age others in their race.

Congratulations to Dan Bliss!! He celebrates his 29th Anniversary as Pastor of La Pryor Baptist Church!

Happy January and February Birthdays to: Ralph Huerta 1/5 Bobbie Connell —1/8
Larry Floyd 1/23 Mike Vasquez 2/13 Dwayne Frykman 1/27
Shon Young 1/25 Ann Bliss 1/4 MaryAnne Lowery 2/13
Scott Pomeroy 2/12 Jennifer Moore 1/18 Kay Smith 2/26

Hilda Barboza 1/23 Jim Shoemaker 2/19

Please pray for these pastorless churches

Frontier Baptist ChurchBrackettville
Iglesia BautistaJerusalén Eagle Pass
Iglesia Bautista PenielEagle Pass

Utopia Baptist Church{Jtopia




