
Discernment Team Report 

December 9, 2022 

 

This past week the Discernment Team hosted three small group meetings with concerned 

Salem members to discuss the issues around discernment and disaffiliation in more detail and 

to see how the Holy Spirit was calling us to move forward. We want to say a big “Thank You!” to 

all who participated – these are difficult conversations and we appreciate your involvement. 

While the discussions varied quite a bit in the different meetings, a few themes came out 

several times. 

 People are very unhappy that Salem is going through this 
A number of people were very frustrated with the whole thing –they were unhappy we were 

having the discussions and forcing people to pick sides. They did not understand why it was 

happening and thought it distracted from the mission of the church. 

  People don’t understand why the UMC is not following the Book of Discipline 
Several people blame the conflict on the UMC and its inability to force compliance with the 

Book of Discipline. They want to know why this is being allowed to happen and why Bishops are 

not being punished. 

 People are concerned about the long-term viability of the church 
Several people questioned if the church can continue to operate if a large number of members 

leave, given that either choice is likely to lose members. 

 People have made up their minds and are not changing them 
Many participants are tired of the discussions and want to go ahead and vote and get it over 

with. There was no indication in the meetings that those who have made up their minds will 

change them. 

 

The Discernment Team is going to be working through December to try and help find answers 

to some of these questions. In January, our plan is to host several meetings to discuss our 

possible futures as a church to better understand the options available to us. Part of this 

discussion will likely include a survey of the members to see how everyone feels about the 

various options.  

In the meantime, please continue to ask questions. We are available for individuals or groups 

who would like to have more in-depth discussions. One of our primary goals is to ensure 

everyone has the information they need and understands their role in helping the church move 

forward. 


