
The Listening Prayer 

When we pray, we often say our prayers without taking time to listen. In Paul Covert’s book “52 

Creative Ways to Pray” he teaches a way of prayer that he simply calls “Listening Prayer.” He writes: 

“My wife and I have used listening prayer to gain insight on thorny issues like raising our three boys, 

setting boundaries with friends and loved ones, and seeking direction for the future. 

Listening prayer is easy to do. We simply pose a question and ask the Lord to clarify the answer. 

Recently, we had a hard season when lots of things broke and circumstances seemed mor difficult than 

they should have been. We started to wonder why. So we posed a question to the Lord, ‘Why are all 

these difficult things happening? Are we in sin or is there something we are missing?’ Then we waited 

and listened for anything that might give us a clue. We listened in our Bible studies, we listened in 

sermons/teaching we heard, we listened throughout the day, and in our prayer times. 

 

As we listened, some thoughts bubbled to the surface. 

 1. Following Jesus will cost you something. 

 2. Many people experience far more trying difficulties than we do, so keep that in mind as you 

journey through life. (Paraphrase: ‘put on your big boy pants.’) 

 3. Greater levels of surrender (we had just taken a significant new step in surrender) will not be 

ignored by the evil one. He will try his best to discourage us and cause us to give in and retreat. Stand 

firm! 

Listening prayer really helped us clear out the noise in our heads and lock in on the Lord during 

this season. Remember, the Scripture says, ‘If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives 

generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you’ (James 1:5) 

 It is very hard to hear the Lord’s wisdom unless we make a concerted effort to listen. This 

requires turning the TV and radio off, putting down the tablet and smart phone, and being still and 

silent. It also can’t be done in minute sound bites. It sometimes requires hour-long chunks of time and 

multiple occasions.” 

Do you have questions for God? Try the Listening Prayer. 

 


