
I believe that all of us have something that we’ve been praying for, but it seems like God isn’t 

listening. We’ve been praying for years without any visible results. Or maybe we have something that’s 

just recently come up and we desperately need God’s help. Like us, the Jews found themselves in 

situations that required God’s intervention. 

In the book of Esther, we read about one such time. The very existence of the nation of Israel 

was at stake. Under the influence of some manipulative men, King Xerxes issued a decree that all the 

Jews were to be killed. Mordecai delivers this news to Queen Esther and then says, “And who knows but 

that you have come to royal position for such a time as this?” Mordecai wanted the queen to go to King 

Xerxes and petition for the lives of her people, the Jews. But Queen Esther knew the gravity of the 

situation; if she went into the king’s presence without being summoned, she would have to pay for it 

with her life. She knew that she would need God’s intervention if the plan would succeed; therefore, she 

told Mordecai to have the people fast and pray. “Go, gather together all the Jews who are in Susa, and 

fast for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my maids will fast as you do. When this 

is done, I will go to the king, even though it is against the law. And if I perish, I perish.” (Esther 4:16-17) 

What happens next is absolutely fascinating. If you haven’t read it before, I suggest you do so. 

Suffice it to say, the people prayed, and God moved. 

In Paul Covert’s book “52 Creative Ways to Pray” he writes about particularly tough prayer 

needs like the one the Israelites faced. He suggests that during these times we ask a few friends to join 

us in praying over these needs. The point he makes is that when you have a particular concern that 

you’ve been praying over for a long time, one on which you haven’t seen any movement from God, 

before giving up on that prayer need, ask five or so Christian friends to join you on a specific day to pray 

about that need. You may even include fasting with the day of prayer like Esther did. He calls this type of 

prayer a “Community of Prayer.” 

I think it would be nice for us to have a “Community of Prayer” over the Corona virus. Consider 

joining me this Friday in prayer. You may even want to include fasting as part of your time of prayer. To 

help you with ideas of what to pray for, I’ve listed a few. 

Ten things for which you can pray over the Corona Virus:  

1) Pray that God eradicate the virus. 

2) Pray God’s protection over the most vulnerable. 

3) Pray for those who had to change plans (cancel wedding ceremonies, postpone funerals, forego 

graduations, etc.)  

4) Pray for those who lost loved ones or have loved ones suffering due to the virus.  

5) Pray people not take unnecessary risks and spread the virus further. 

6) Pray for caregivers, nurses, doctors, EMTs, and all front-line workers. 

7) Pray that compassion replace apathy, trust replace fear, and peace replace anxiety. 

8) Pray for opportunities to share your faith and serve. 

9) Pray that God use this pandemic to help us draw near to Him and depend more on Him. 

10) Thank God that He hasn’t abandoned us, the sun is still shining, and He is still on His throne.  

These are things you can pray over the COVID-19 pandemic. Think of things you can pray over your own 

“particularly tough prayer need” and have a few friends join you in concerted prayer on a specific date 

and time. It may take more than one day of prayer, but why not try it and watch God move. 


