
 

Post-Convention Sermon Series // Miracle Offering Night  

 

Week 1, March 16 // Normalize The Impossible 

Week 2, March 23 // Normalizing The Dream 

Week 3, March 30 // Normalizing Generosity 

Week 4, April 6 // Normalizing Big Faith 

Week 5, April 13 // Big Give Celebration Service - Miracle Offering Night                                      
The two main goals of this night are:                                                                                                                      

1) Missions Giving and to support STL projects around the world                                                               

2) Community focus with a goal to invite unsaved friends and see them get saved 

 

STL Fundraising Ideas // Ideas for students to raise money throughout the month & 
Ideas for Youth Pastors to visually help students set goals for the Miracle Offering.  

Miracle Offering Cards // Print cards and pass out to students throughout the month to 
help track their goals for the Miracle Offering, taking place April 13, 2022.  

STL Student Story Videos // Find a link to more student story videos at: 
www.alabamayouthministries.com - CONVENTION OR SPEED THE LIGHT 

 

 

http://www.alabamayouthministries.com/


Week 1 // March 16 - Normalize The Impossible 

Believe We Can Do More 

 

Tonight, we will be diving deep into “Normalizing The Impossible” 

SERIES MAIN IDEA: God is not done 

Text: Ephesians 3:14-21 

For this reason I bow my knees before the Father from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named 

that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in 

your inner being so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded 

in love may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and 

depth and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of 

God. Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power 

at work within us to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and 

ever. Amen.” 

 Let me start off tonight by saying that God is not done. He is wanting to continue to use you to do the 

impossible in this world. Not to glorify you, but to bring HIM all the glory through the impossible. This will 

come through prayer and time with God. But before we go any further in this message tonight, I want to 

challenge you with this. Are you comfortable with the amount you have set for Speed The Light? 

Think about this. Meditate on that question as we journey through the message tonight. I personally desire to 

see God do even greater things in this youth ministry and in your life personally. I have seen what he was able 

to accomplish last year and so I am EXPECTING God to show up and do what only He can do. It is certainly not 

because of me and my power that these things happen. 

Text: John 15:5  

Jesus said, “I am the vine (talking about Jesus); you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it 

is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.”  

SERMON OBJECTIVE: Apart from God, anything that we do is nothing. Which means even though I may 

feel like I am doing something and raising a ton of money for Speed The Light and people are getting saved 

and missionaries are being equipped, but if we separated from God in doing this, It is NOTHING to God. So, I 

desire that all that we do is unto the Lord, and He is leading us. It is all to Glorify and Honor Him. And you see, 

if it is true that anything apart from God IS NOTHING, then it is also true that that with God anything is 

possible as Philippians 4:13 states. And I believe that is what is going to happen as we allow God to lead the 

way in ALL that we do. We will see the impossible become possible in all aspects of our daily lives, not just in 

generosity to Speed The Light. 



We will see schools, teams, families, and communities all come to know Christ. We will see this entire world 

on fire for Jesus.  

God is not done! AMEN? Let’s look back at our main scripture. 

Eph 3:20 Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the 

power at work within us. 

Let’s break down this verse:  

1) God is able.  

● Nothing is too big for God.  

● Nothing surprises God.  

● Nothing scares God.  

● Not a goal too large or a dream too big.  

Jeremiah 32:17 17 Ah, Lord GOD! It is you who have made the heavens and the earth by your great power and 

by your outstretched arm! Nothing is too hard for you. 

Sometimes I think that we forget who we are speaking to. The King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  

2) Far More Abundantly  

Eph 3:20 Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the 

power at work within us.  

God not only wants to give us what we ask for, but he wants to give us FAR MORE AND MORE 

ABUNDUNDANTLY!  

Sometimes I think that our dreams or goals are too small, because we are afraid of coming up short. 

Can I remind you that when you allow God to be a part of your dreams and goals  

● He doesn’t even know what coming up short means.  

● There is not a lack of or a scarcity mindset.  

● It does not even exist in the Kingdom of God!  

● God has it all and is ready to give it all when you are ready to step out in obedience and dream big. 

You must challenge this culture that says that you are limited, that your dreams are too big, and that you must 

lower your standards and goals, that would say that you are being unrealistic.  



I serve a God who wants to give far more abundantly.  

A good friend once told me, “If your goals do not take faith, then they are not big enough.” -Geo Bowman  

Tonight, you may be in this room, and you have set goals in your life that are comfortable. That are easy… I 

want to challenge you to step out in faith and go big. 

Be a BIG-GODDER. Meaning that there is nothing too big for my God. I am not going to limit my dreams and 

goals because I serve a limitless God. 

3) Imagine  

Eph 3:20 Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the 

power at work within us 

The word says that he is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ASK or THINK. I have reason to 

believe that we couldn't even imagine the impossibilities that God will make possible. God is a creative and 

imaginative God. We may ask for one thing and we receive that one thing but 100-fold.  

We may set a big STL goal, but God comes through with 100-fold more, more souls, more students, more 

leaders, more disciples, more baptized, the list goes on and on. God goes beyond the imagination. 

 God doesn’t live in the bed section, or the bath section, but He lives in the Beyond Section! 

That is why impossibilities are a reality for us. But Impossibilities are non-existent to God. There are no 

boundaries or limits. There are no guard rails or bowling bumpers. God can do whatever he wants to do! And 

you know what he wants to do? He wants to bring the impossibilities in our lives to life. I believe that God 

desires us to look to him in faith to see the impossible become possible. 

Why do I say this? Well Let's take a look at verse 21 from our main text.  

Eph 3:21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. 

Amen.” This leads me to my 4th and final point:  

4) God is Glorified  

God wants to receive Glory for making the impossible become possible. God wants glory for the thousands of 

dollars raised for STL. 

God wants glory for the healing that took place in your body at a youth event. God wants glory for bringing 

peace where no man or thing could bring peace. God desires glorification from his sons and daughters.  

Isaiah 43:6-7 states: “I will say to the north, give up, and to the south, do not withhold; bring my sons from 

afar and my daughters from the end of the earth, everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my 

glory, whom I formed and made.” 



You were created to glorify God. So, don’t you think that everything that we do, accomplish, or create should 

be to glorify God?  

Certainly! He deserves it all. He is worthy of it all. Normalizing the Impossible is not for our benefit, but for 

Gods! 

Normalizing the Impossible is not meant to elevate ourselves but it is simply to show those around us who is 

really in control and that is simply God!  

Think about it.  

● God sent his one and only son Jesus Christ from a virgin birth. IMPOSSIBLE. 

● Jesus then lives a sinless life IMPOSSIBLE. 

● Then Jesus died on the cross and did the IMPOSSIBLE three days later. He raised himself from the   

dead. You talk about normalizing the impossible. 

Jesus has been there and done that.  

The fact that we are just not catching on is kind of sad. Or even the creation of the World! I mean can you 

even really fathom how God created the entire world from simply speaking. Like Come On! 

And then creating man from dust and woman from the rib of the man that was created with dust. You see the 

point is this. God is not scared of your impossible thoughts. God is wanting to use your impossible thoughts to 

reach ALL people.  

1 Timothy 2:4 “who desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.”  

Maybe one of those ways of reaching them all is your impossible idea that He is going to make it possible and 

then even go far more beyond what you could imagine.  

So tonight, as we get ready to close and move into an altar time. I want to challenge you this week, this year, 

the rest of your life, to step out in faith and dream big, ask big, and I believe that God will answer even bigger. 

Amen?! Will you stand across this room?  

ALTAR: 

Tonight, I want to open these altars up and I want to speak to a few people in this room. But before we do let 

me take you to the story of the time that the Lord's hand was upon Ezekiel.  

Ezekiel 37:1-10 “1 The hand of the Lord was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the Lord and set 

me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 2 And he led me around among them, and behold, 

there were very many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. 3 And he said to me, "Son 

of man, can these bones live?" And I answered, "O Lord God, you know." 4 Then he said to me, "Prophesy over 

these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5 Thus says the Lord God to these 

bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6 And I will lay sinews upon you, and will 



cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall 

know that I am the Lord." 7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, and 

behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 And I looked, and behold, there were 

sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them. But there was no breath in them. 

9 Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the 

Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live." 10 So I 

prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, an 

exceedingly great army.”  

 

1. You have something in your life that you have been telling yourself is too small for God to deal with. 

That this would be a waste of time for God to have to deal with. Tonight, I want to remind you that there is 

nothing too big or too small for God. God does not determine his answer on the size of your issue. He desires 

for you to surrender it ALL to him tonight.  

2. You are in this room and your dreams have been shut down.  

I do not know who has shut them down or who has been destructive to the things in your mind. But I want to 

encourage you tonight to allow God to restore those God given dreams or to even clean up the dreams that 

you have. Maybe you are in between decisions, and you need God to show up. I believe that He will do that as 

well.  

3. Maybe you are simply in this room, and you have never even given your heart to the Lord. Or maybe you 

did at one point, but you have strayed away. Tonight, you can make it right.  

CLOSING: 

● SALVATION PRAYER 

● ALTAR  

● HOLY SPIRIT MOVE!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Week 2 // March 23 - Normalizing The Dream 

What Has God Put In Your Heart 

Genesis 37 

 

SERIES MAIN IDEA: The things that may seem impossible for us are possible if they are what 

God has placed in us. 

What dreams has God placed in you? (These are dreams that can’t be accomplished without God?) 

What are you willing to go through to accomplish the dream? (What are you willing to give and press through 

to do what God has called you to?) 

SERMON IN A SENTENCE: I was made for God sized dreams. 

Introduction Story: (talk about a common dream you have had, or a friend told you about. The more 

outlandish and humorous the better) 

● Many of our lives are filled with common dreams, but it is rare to find someone who is expecting God to give 

them dreams and then live those dreams out. 

● Some of the most common dreams people have been of falling, flying, showing up naked or in underwear in 

public (yikes), losing teeth, and taking or failing a test. 

● Ask students to share one of their favorite dreams (appropriate answers only) 

● Some dream quotes and stories 

Oliver Wendell Holmes, Senior, was a doctor. As such he was very interested in the use of ether. To know how 

his patients felt under its influence, he once had a dose administered to himself. As he was going under, in a 

dreamy state, a profound thought came to him. He believed that he had suddenly grasped the key to all the 

mysteries of the universe. When he regained consciousness, however, he was unable to remember what the 

insight was. Because of the great importance this thought would be to mankind, Holmes arranged to have 

himself given again. This time he had a stenographer present to take down the great thought. The either was 

administered, and sure enough, just before passing out the insight reappeared. He mumbled the words, the 

stenographer took them down, and he went to sleep confident in the knowledge that he had succeeded. Upon 

awakening, he turned eagerly to the stenographer and asked her to read what he had uttered. This is what she 

read: "The entire universe is permeated with a strong odor of turpentine." Bits & Pieces, November 12, 1992, 

pp. 20- 22.     

 



- T.E. Lawrence once said, "All men dream but not equally. Those who dream by night in the dusty recesses of 

their minds awake to the day to find it was all vanity. But the dreamers of the day are dangerous men, for 

many act out their dreams with open eyes, to make it possible..." T.E. Lawrence     

 
- The best way to make your dreams come true is to wake up.  J.M. Power.  

 
One of America’s most famous dreams is that of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Here is an excerpt from his speech: 

“Let us not wallow in the valley of despair. I say to you, my friends, we have the difficulties of today and 

tomorrow. I still have a dream. It is a dream deeply rooted in the American dream. I have a dream that one day 

this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed. We hold these truths to be self-evident that all 

men are created equal. I have a dream that one day out in the red hills of Georgia the sons of former slaves 

and the sons of former slaveowners will be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood. I have a 

dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a state sweltering with the heat of oppression, will be 

transformed into an oasis of freedom and justice. I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in 

a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by their character. I have a dream today. I 

have a dream that one day down in Alabama, with its vicious racists, with its governor having his lips dripping 

with the words of interposition and nullification; that one day right down in Alabama little black boys and black 

girls will be able to join hands with little white boys and white girls as sisters and brothers. I have a dream 

today. I have a dream that one day every valley shall be engulfed, every hill shall be exalted, and every 

mountain shall be made low, the rough places will be made plains and the crooked places will be made straight 

and the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together.” 

 

This dream was a God sized dream and it is still being fulfilled today and we can be part of it. 

Bridge to the Text: I love stories in the Bible where people give God the opportunity to do amazing things and 

prove people wrong while doing them. This Bible story is about probably the most famous God dreamer in the 

Bible. 

Genesis 37 

1 Now Jacob dwelt in the land where his father was a stranger, in the land of Canaan. 2 This is the history of 

Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, was feeding the flock with his brothers. And the lad was with the 

sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpha, his father’s wives; and Joseph brought a bad report of them to his father. 
3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of his old age. Also, he made him 

a tunic of many colors. 4 But when his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they 

hated him and could not speak peaceably to him. 5 Now Joseph had a dream, and he told it to his brothers; 

and they hated him even more. 6 So he said to them, “Please hear this dream which I have dreamed: 7 There 

we were, binding sheaves in the field. Then behold, my sheaf arose and also stood upright; and indeed, your 

sheaves stood all around and bowed down to my sheaf.” 8 And his brothers said to him, “Shall you indeed 

reign over us? Or shall you indeed have dominion over us?” So, they hated him even more for his dreams and 

for his words. 9 Then he dreamed still another dream and told it to his brothers, and said, “Look, I have 

dreamed another dream. And this time, the sun, the moon, and the eleven stars bowed down to me.” 10 So he 

told it to his father and his brothers; and his father rebuked him and said to him, “What is this dream that you 



have dreamed? Shall your mother and I and your brothers indeed come to bow down to the earth before 

you?” 11 And his brothers envied him, but his father kept the matter in mind. 

Joseph Sold by His Brothers: 12 Then his brothers went to feed their father’s flock in Shechem. 13 And Israel 

said to Joseph, “Are not your brothers feeding the flock in Shechem? Come, I will send you to them.” So, he 

said to him, “Here I am.” 14 Then he said to him, “Please go and see if it is well with your brothers and well with 

the flocks and bring back word to me.” So, he sent him out of the Valley of Hebron, and he went to Shechem. 
15 Now a certain man found him, and there he was, wandering in the field. And the man asked him, saying, 

“What are you seeking?” 16 So he said, “I am seeking my brothers. Please tell me where they are feeding their 

flocks.” 17 And the man said, “They have departed from here, for I heard them say, ‘Let us go to Dothan.’” So, 

Joseph went after his brothers and found them in Dothan. 18 Now when they saw him afar off, even before he 

came near them, they conspired against him to kill him. 19 Then they said to one another, “Look, this dreamer 

is coming! 20 Come therefore, let us now kill him and cast him into some pit; and we shall say, ‘Some wild beast 

has devoured him.’ We shall see what will become of his dreams!” 

Preview the Response: Joseph Received dreams from God but his family did not seem supportive. 

1) Others May Not Understand or Believe in The Dream God Gives Me 

8 And his brothers said to him, “Shall you indeed reign over us? Or shall you indeed have dominion over us?” 

So, they hated him even more for his dreams and for his words. 9 Then he dreamed still another dream and 

told it to his brothers, and said, “Look, I have dreamed another dream. And this time, the sun, the moon, and 

the eleven stars bowed down to me.” 10 So he told it to his father and his brothers; and his father rebuked him 

and said to him, “What is this dream that you have dreamed? Shall your mother and I and your brothers 

indeed come to bow down to the earth before you?” 11 And his brothers envied him, but his father kept the 

matter in mind. 

Explanation – Joseph’s dream was hard for his family to accept, they became jealous and envious, and some 
even hated him for the dreams. 

Application – People in your life will not accept the dreams that God calls you to fulfill. They may not think you 
can achieve them. They may bring up your past mistakes and point out why you are not qualified to do what 
God calls you to, but you can decide to follow Him. 

Question: Will you follow God’s plan and the dreams He gives you, or will you let others keep you from your 
call? 

2) I Will Follow God’s Dream No Matter What 

Later in the story, we see that Joseph faces many hard choices and setbacks, but he knows God is faithful and 
keeps dreaming God’s dreams. 

Genesis 39-40 

Explanation – Joseph faced many more ups and downs, promotions, and unjust punishments, but he held firm 
to God’s plan. Joseph did not seek his own justice or even to have his name cleared from false accusations, he 
just stayed on course as God as his defender. 



Application – We will be faced with many choices and upsets in our life, and they will be defining moments to 
whether we will trust God’s plan.  

Be patient and understand that there is a process.  

It’s good to have God size dreams. He places them in us for a reason, but we don’t always know how that will 
unfold. So, we must trust His process. 

We know we cannot accomplish God’s plan by our own desire, strength, or skills, but we can do what He has 
empowered us to accomplish and many times, he will use people and situations in our life to help us get there. 

Question: Are you willing to go through hard situations to see the impossible dream happen? 

Optional Red Rover style game (form a line with people holding hands representing obstacles to getting to 
your dream. Have someone call students out to try to get through the obstacles to get to the dream) look up 
red rover kids’ game if you or your group is not familiar with it. 

3) God’s Dream Will Glorify Him and Save Others 

Gen 47:25 So they said, “You have saved our lives; let us find favor in the sight of my lord, and we will be 
Pharaoh’s servants.” 

Explanation – Joseph’s dreams were not just about him being exalted above his family, but it was about 
salvation for most of the world during a severe famine. 

God's dreams are not about us doing great things, but about Him being exalted and people being saved. 

Illustration – Take a moment and allow students to dream about seeing friends or loved ones saved. Help 
them picture the settings that this may happen in what are the sounds, the sights, the feelings when they 
share the gospel. 

Application –Maybe some here have dreams of becoming ministers, missionaries, schoolteachers, business 
owners/entrepreneurs etc. 

Pray for students to receive God dreams. 

Question: What are the dreams that God is giving you? 

 

CONCLUSION: Would you be willing to dream with me today?  Believe we can do the impossible? Make an 
impact for the Kingdom of God that we can’t imagine or dream? 

 

 

 

 

 



Week 3 // March 30 - Normalizing Generosity 

Put Faith Into Action, What Are you Going to Do? 

 

SERIES MAIN IDEA: Peter and John give what God has given them and that gift makes an 

eternal impact. 

Text: Acts 3:1-8 

1One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time of prayer-at three in the afternoon. 2 Now a 

man who was lame from birth was being carried to the temple gate called Beautiful, where he was put every 

day to beg from those going into the temple courts. 3 When he saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked 

them for money. 4 Peter looked straight at him, as did John. Then Peter said, “Look at us!” 5 So the man gave 

them his attention, expecting to get something from them.6 Then Peter said, “Silver or gold I do not have, but 

what I do have I give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.” 7 Taking him by the right hand, he 

helped him up, and instantly the man’s feet and ankles became strong. 8 He jumped to his feet and began to 

walk. Then he went with them into the temple courts, walking and jumping, and praising God. 

SERMON IN A SENTENCE: When we are generous with what we have been given, we guide 

others to God. 

SERMON OBJECTIVE: Answer the questions - What has God given you? How can you use that 

to make an impact in His kingdom, your youth group, and Speed the Light? 

INTRO: 

● Recap previous week. 

● Introduce this week: Tonight, we are going to continue our series with a discussion entitled 

“Normalizing Generosity.”  

● What does it mean to be generous? (Allow Answers) 

● Generosity is defined as: showing a readiness to give more of something, as in money or time, than 

is strictly necessary or expected. 

 

I love that word readiness, because generosity isn’t about just giving because you have it; it’s about giving 

because you want to. But unfortunately, generosity can lead many of us to a very painful question: “What do I 

have to give?” Have you ever asked that question? Have you ever been in a place where you thought to 

yourself, “That’s great, but what could I do to help?” “That’s awesome, but I could never do that.” I don’t have 



money like that; I don’t have those talents; I don’t have the time for that… I would love to be GENEROUS, but I 

just don’t have what it takes to make it a NORMAL part of my life. 

Tonight, we’re looking at a story in the Bible centered around two people that once felt just like that. 

BRIDGE TO TEXT: In the book of Acts, we find Peter and John completely changed by the power of the Holy 

Spirit! They are like, “Sunday after youth camp” pumped. They are ready to change the world! But just a few 

weeks prior to this moment, they found themselves in a place where they didn’t know what to do. 

They were scared and weak. They were asking the question, “what do I have to give?” After all, they were just 

fishermen. The only thing special about them was Jesus, and he was now gone - or so they thought! But a 

couple days later, He raises again! Jesus spends a little more time with them, then he ascends to heaven so 

that the Holy Spirit could be poured out! Now Peter and John knew how to Normalize Generosity! We pick up 

the story in Acts chapter 3 verse 1. 

 

Text: Acts 3:1-8 

1 Peter and John went to the Temple one afternoon to take part in the three o’clock prayer service. 2 As 

they approached the Temple, a man lame from birth was being carried in. Each day he was put beside the 

Temple gate, the one called the Beautiful Gate, so he could beg from the people going into the Temple. 3 

When he saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for some money. 4 Peter and John looked at 

him intently, and Peter said, “Look at us!” 5 The lame man looked at them eagerly, expecting some money. 

6 But Peter said, “I don’t have any silver or gold for you. But I’ll give you what I have. In the name of Jesus 

Christ, the Nazarene, get up and walk!” 7 Then Peter took the lame man by the right hand and helped him 

up. And as he did, the man’s feet and ankles were instantly healed and strengthened. 8 He jumped up, 

stood on his feet, and began to walk! Then, walking, leaping, and praising God, he went into the Temple 

with them. 

 

TRANSITION SENTENCE: There are 3 things that really stand out to me in this passage. 

 

1. They have a Need (verses 1-3). 

Explanation: The Bible states that this man was lame from birth. For his entire life, he had been completely 

reliant on others to meet every one of his needs. He needed people to take him to beg, he needed people to 

listen to him as he begged, and he needed people to give to him. He needed other people to meet his basic 

needs! Imagine how many times he had been ignored. Imagine how many people walked by him day in and 

day out and acted like he didn’t exist. 

Illustration: Tell of an awkward or uncomfortable encounter you have had with an individual that is homeless 

or asking for money (We naturally avoid such circumstances). 

Application: Now, I’m not suggesting that you just randomly start giving all your money to random people that 

ask for it; you must use discernment. But I do wonder how many people we pass on a regular basis that have a 



need that we miss. I wonder how many people in our families and schools, how many missionaries around the 

world have needs that haven’t yet been met because we haven’t Normalized Generosity. Guys, they have a 

need! 

 

2. You Have a Solution (verses 4-7).  

Explanation: In the story, Peter and John stopped what they are doing because they notice a need, and they 

know they have a solution! So, they walk up and say, “hey man, we don’t have any money.” Think about that 

from the lame man’s perspective! He finally has someone stop, just to say, we don’t have any money… What 

he just heard was, “we don’t have the resources to meet your needs.” He couldn’t work, the only way he 

could have food and water was people giving him money! Money was what he needed to meet his needs! He 

had been this way for so long, that he couldn’t see his real need. His biggest need wasn’t money, it was 

mobility. He couldn’t see that, but Peter and John could! And they knew they could meet that need! 

Illustration: I remember a story I heard about a guy who was traveling for business and had an extremely 

important meeting he was attending. He had it made… flying first class, a nice little pillow, a smooth flight. 

Well, when he arrived… his luggage didn’t. His nice suit, all his notes for his meeting, everything, was lost. He 

storms to the lost luggage counter and explains how desperately he needs his luggage! The person behind the 

counter assures him that they will do everything in their power to find his luggage as soon as possible and 

hands him a little bag labeled “essentials.” Inside it, he finds a toothbrush, a small thing of toothpaste, 

deodorant, shampoo, and soap. All things he could find for less than $10 at the nearest Walmart. Meanwhile 

all the things he really needed were far from him. 

Application: There are people in your families, in your schools, on your sports teams, and all around the world 

that have urgent needs much greater than this businessman, and the world is giving them the things they 

THINK they need - but what they really need, is Jesus! What they really need, YOU can give! You have been 

given the most generous gift in the history of the world! You have been given salvation through Jesus! It’s time 

we normalize sharing that gift with others! Because “When we are generous with what we have been given, 

we guide others to God.” 

(Repeat that) 

 

3. When we guide others to God, He Gets the Glory (verse 8). 

Explanation: Verse eight tells us that the lame man’s first response was to worship God! His need being met 

led to his soul being changed! He walked into God’s Presence with them! He was changed because Peter and 

John were generous with what God had given them, because when we are generous with what we have been 

given, we guide others to God. 

Application: So, it all comes back to the question, “What have I been given?” “What do I have to give?” YOU 

HAVE JESUS! You have the greatest gift you could ever have! But That’s not all you have! God has given each 

one of you special talents and gifts that you can use for his glory! How can you use those gifts to reach the 

people around you? Maybe you’re an athlete - use your talents to reach your teammates! Maybe you’re a 

gamer - How could you share the gospel while playing online or making gaming content on YouTube? How can 



you use what you have been given to impact this youth group? Where can you use your gifts to serve and 

make a difference right here in this room? And lastly, how can you use what you have been given to impact 

the world? What can you do to raise money for Speed the Light using your gifts? Get a side job? Sell old 

gaming equipment? 1/1000? Let’s Be Generous! 

Transition Sentence: The truth is, you have so much to give! 

Conclusion: Imagine making an impact in your family, school, and around the world! We have the opportunity 

to do just that if we can make generosity a normal part of our lives! There are needs everywhere in our world! 

They have a need! How cool is it that God has given us a way to solve those needs! YOU HAVE THE SOLUTION! 

It’s time we Normalize Generosity, because when we are generous with what we have been given, we guide 

others to God, giving him all the glory! 

Altar: We’re going to take a few minutes to listen to the voice of God to see how we can use what we have 

been given to impact the world. But first, I wonder if anyone in the room says, I don’t really have anything to 

give because I don’t have Jesus, I haven’t given my life to him…but tonight I want to.  Tonight, I want to 

receive the greatest gift ever given, Salvation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Week 4 // April 6 – Normalizing Big Faith 

Don’t Give Up 

 
 

SERIES MAIN IDEA:  If God has given you a dream, even if it seems impossible, I must have 

faith He will provide a way. 

 

Introduction: This month our theme has been “Normalizing the Impossible”. We don’t want to just normalize 

impossible things with how we give to STL, but we want to normalize impossible things in our life with Christ. 

So, no matter what the impossible is:  

● Seeing supernatural growth in yourself spiritually 

● Having God speak to you and Him begin to map out the call He has on your life 

● Seeing not just your friends but whole teams at your school give their lives God  

It could be these examples or whatever you think seems impossible. We want these things to become normal 

through God. 

 

Tell the story of Roger Bannister, the first person to run a sub-4-minute mile. 

https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/first-four-minute-mile 

In Oxford, England, 25-year-old medical student Roger Bannister cracks track and field’s most notorious barrier: the 
four-minute mile. Bannister, who was running for the Amateur Athletic As sociation against his alma mater, Oxford 
University, won the mile race with a time of 3 minutes and 59.4 seconds.                                                                                                                                 

For years, so many athletes had tried and failed to run a mile in less than four minutes that people made it out to be 
a physical impossibility. The world record for a mile was 4 minutes and 1.3 seconds, set by Gunder Hagg of Sweden 
in 1945. Despite, or perhaps because of, the psychological mystique surrounding the four -minute barrier, several 
runners in the early 1950s dedicated themselves to being the first to cross into the three -minute zone. 

Roger Bannister, born in Harrow, England, in 1929, was a top mile -runner while a student at the University of 
Oxford and at St. Mary’s Hospital Medical School in London. In 1951 and 1953, he won British championships in the 
mile run. As he prepared himself for his first competitive race of the 1954 season, Bannister researched the  
mechanics of running and trained using new scientific methods he developed. On May 6, 1954, he came to the Iffley 
Road track in Oxford for the annual match between the Amateur Athletic Association and Oxford University. 
Conditions were far from ideal; it had been windy and raining. A considerable crosswind was blowing across the 
track as the mile race was set to begin.  

At 6 p.m., the starting gun was fired. In a carefully planned race, Bannister was aided by Chris Brasher, a former 
Cambridge runner who acted as a pacemaker. For the first half-mile, Brasher led the field, with Bannister close 
behind, and then another runner took up the lead and reached the three-quarter-mile mark in 3 minutes 0.4 
seconds, with Bannister at 3 minutes 0.7 seconds. Bannister took the lead with about 350 yards to go and passed an 

https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/first-four-minute-mile


unofficial timekeeper at the 1,500-meter mark in 3 minutes 43 seconds, thus equaling the world’s record for that 
distance. Thereafter, Bannister threw in all his reserves and broke the tape in 3 minutes 59.4 seconds. As soon as 
the first part of his score was announced–“three  minutes…”–the crowd erupted in pandemonium. 
Bannister went on to win British and Empire championships in the mile run, and the European title in the 1,500-
meter event in 1954. At the end of the year, Bannister retired from athletic competition to pursue his medical career 
full time and in 1955 recounted his experiences in the book The Four Minute Mile. He later earned a medical degree 
from Oxford and became a neurologist. In 1975, he was knighted by Queen Elizabeth II. He died in March 2018, at 
age 88.  
 
His world record in the mile did not stand long, and the record continued to be lowered with increasingly controlled 
climatic and surface conditions, more accurate timing devices, and improvements in training and running 
techniques. A “sub-four”  is still a notable time, but top international runners now routinely accomplish the feat. 
Because a mile is not a metric measurement, it is not a regular track event nor featured in the Olympics. It 
continues, however, to be run by many top runners as a glamour event. 

 

An amazing highlight of this story is that in interviews years later Roger said that the day of the race he was 

not sure if he would be able to finish under 4 minutes because the weather wasn’t good for running. But he 

had faith in his training and knew he could still go after the impossible.  

 

Even though no one had ever done it before, and the factors of the day made it even more impossible, the 

faith in his training told him he could do it. If God has given you a dream and has told you, you will be able to 

see and do something, see things in your spiritual life, see certain people come to know God, raise a crazy 

amount of money or whatever it might be. No matter the what the circumstances around you are, you must 

have the “impossible faith” to believe that God will provide a way to see the impossible become possible.   

 

The bible explains faith to us like this in Hebrews 11:1. “Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and 

assurance about what we do not see.” In other words, I can’t see the outcome, I can’t see what’s going to 

happen. But I know that God is going to make the impossible possible. 

 

Main scripture and story: A perfect example of having faith in God when the outcome promised by Him seems 

impossible is the story of Abraham.  

 

God promised Abraham not just a son, but that a nation would be his descendants. Even though at the time he 

was in his old age had no children, God promised. Gen. 15 

 

Time passed and Abraham still did not have his son promised by God. Then God double downed on his 

promise and said that even though Abraham was 100 and Sarah 90 they would have son. Gen. 17. Then in 

Gen. 21 the promised son, Isaac, is born. For all those years, Abraham had to have the faith to believe that 

even in his old age God would do something impossible and give him a son. This part in the story takes big 



faith! He had to live for years believing that what God had promised him would somehow, someway happen. 

And here it was… But this wasn’t the biggest impossible faith moment Abraham had in this story.  

 

Tell the Gen. 22 story of God testing Abraham by telling him to sacrifice Isaac. 

 

So, here’s Abraham walking up the hill getting ready to do something that makes no sense to him. The 

promise of God is behind him, and Abraham is walking into the unknown. This doesn’t make sense God, you 

promised me this boy, you promised me I would have dependents as countless as the stars. How is that going 

to happen if I do this? Abraham didn’t have the answers, he didn’t understand what was happening, but he 

knew God had made a promise. So, Abraham made the decision to have faith that God would work it out. It 

seemed impossible for anything good to come from this, but Abraham had impossible faith. Hebrews 11:19 

says that he had the faith to believe that God would even raise Isaac form the dead. That’s how much faith 

Abraham had. No matter what, God would provide the way. 

 

Conclusion and Challenge: As we end this lesson of normalizing the impossible the best way for us to do that 

is to have Impossible faith. Faith that says I know I’m called to be pastor or a missionary, but I may not know 

what that looks like yet or I may not know how to preach or explain theology yet. It says I’m going to be 

faithful and grow in my faith and understand who God is and I’m going to be a light in the darkness and let my 

life be a sermon for people see. 

 

It seems impossible, but this kid at school is going to get saved. I don’t know how but I’m going to keep 

praying for them and looking for opportunities to tell them about Jesus until it does happen.  

 

I know the amount that God has told me to turn in this month and this year for STL. It’s a lot of money, but I 

know that this is a God given dream, so I’ve got the faith to believe He will help me get there. I’m going to save 

up money, do chores for people on the side, do a 1/1000. I’m going to keep working keep pushing myself until 

that impossible dream becomes a reality because of my faith.  

 

(This is a great moment for you to really speak into your students and encourage them. You know what they 

are going through, give examples for them to have impossible faith where they are right now)  

 

If God has promised you something if He has given you a dream, even if it seems impossible, you must have 

faith He will provide a way. 



 

As we get ready for our big give night next week, stop and ask yourself these questions: 

● What is that amount God put in your heart to give?  

● Is it a lot?  

● Does it look scary?  

 

Like Abraham, don’t fear what you see, don’t let impossible stop you, but have faith that God will make way! 

Continue to do your part and you will see the impossible become normal.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Week 5 // April 13 - Big Give Celebration 

 

(NOTE: Miracle Offering Night can be used as a strategic outreach for students in your community. Take the 

offering during worship so the money can be counted. The message could also be directed to the non- believers 

in the room. Not only will our AYM youth students give thousands of dollars to change people around the 

world, but there is also the potential to see teenagers give their hearts to God in your own community…all in 

one service. This is the perspective of the Celebrate Night Message that follows.)  

DISCUSSION & CELEBRATION!!  

There are so many ways to celebrate. Think of your group and what they get excited about. Make the night a 

party, exciting, and something they don't want to miss. There are numerous ways to celebrate...humorous, 

entertaining, or theatrical. You can use music, DJ’s, confetti, balloon drops, safe explosions.  

What does your building allow? How can you use your room to do something out of the box? Fireworks, liquid 

nitrogen, confetti messes. All will make a mess, but all are totally worth it as it's a shock and awe of what your 

group accomplished through STL.  

YouTube, Jimmy Fallon Games, etc. are great places to get ideas. Below are some resources for you to look at 

in making your night a PARTY.  

PRACTICAL CELEBRATION IDEAS 

In the past we have done a video monologue with countries and people who had been impacted by our youth 

group giving to missions and going on missions’ trips. We have also done a stick stomp with some of our 

leaders if you have anyone that might be rhythmic!  

Some other ideas we have used include:  

● Dropping balloons                                         

● Shooting confetti cannons                                      

● A Jimmy Fallon show remake                                          

● The entire night in black light                                             

● Gave out glow-sticks to everyone and told our leaders to wear shirts appropriate for black light                                    

● Had different numbers spray painted on boxes (these were just cardboard boxes that we painted black and 

then spray-painted random neon numbers on. When we announced our total, we started with the cents to 

build it up more). It looked something like this: 



 

A few things we typically do include:  

• Party City and Wal-Mart are great places for fun, celebration ideas!                                                                             

• Fireworks (you may need to disable your sprinkler system for this—and get fans!)                                                 

• Smoke cannons (here’s a link to how to build this simple, awesome additions) 

http://www.stevespanglerscience.com/lab/experiments/aircannon-smoke-ring-vortex-launcher                           

• Confetti (we just chop up a ton of colored paper and use fans or leaf blowers to dispense it from the 

top of the room)                                                                                                                                      

• Balloon drop (always fun and easy, you can make your own with a tarp, cheaper than buying one)                 

• We added toilet paper leaf blowers last year. Here’s a link to making them: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XFnA7yzDB74                                                     

• Beach balls are great to throw around during celebration time                                             

• If you have access to liquid nitrogen, we made an explosion using the colorful plastic ball-pit balls and 

it was awesome! Here’s a link to the way to do it: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ldgp3Ton7R4                 

• We try to read off the totals of other youth groups as they come across the chatline                                               

• Loud music (live is always best if possible)                                    

• We have pizza or other fun food options for all the students at the end of the night’s celebration                

• If you have the Square App- USE IT!! Students or leaders can give through this                                                       

• If you can, rent things like lights, hazers, etc. make the night stand out from other youth group events 

• If possible, utilize a video to present your final number 

http://www.stevespanglerscience.com/lab/experiments/aircannon-smoke-ring-vortex-launcher
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XFnA7yzDB74

