Post-AYC Sermon Series // Miracle Offering Night
WEEK 1 IMAGEBEARERS // You were made ON PURPOSE FOR A PURPOSE!
WEEK 2 GENEROSITY // EVERYONE has SOMETHING to give. Give generously!
WEEK 3 YOUR GOAL MATTERS // God is using YOU to bring people “home” to HIM.
WEEK 4 JUST IN TIME // A challenge to continue to pursue the goal God spoke.
WEEK 5 BIG GIVE CELEBRATE // Miracle Offering Night!
^THE TWO MAIN GOALS OF THIS NIGHT ARE: 1.) Missions giving goal to support STL
projects around the world & 2.) Community focus with a goal to invite unsaved friends and
see them get saved.
STL Fundraising Ideas // Ideas for students to raise money throughout the month & Ideas for
Youth Pastors to visually help students set goals for the Miracle Offering.
Miracle Offering Cards // Print these cards and pass out to students throughout the
month to help track their goals for the Miracle Offering, taking place April 7th, 2021.
STL Student Story Videos // Find a link to more student story videos at:
www.alabamayouthministries.com - CONVENTION OR SPEED THE LIGHT

IMAGEBEARERS // WEEK 1
This message is meant to be a guide for you. Take the text, the ideas, the illustrations and make them
better!

At Alabama Youth Convention, we were challenged this month to be a part of
something bigger than ourselves and just our youth group.
INTRO: Have you ever wondered why you were created?
Genesis 1:27 – Let us make mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created
them, male and female He created them.
“Imago Dei” comes from this Genesis story and is the Latin translation meaning “image
of God.”
Every person has intrinsic value and purpose
ILLUSTRATION: I remember that when my kids were born, they said they looked like
me. But originally they didn't look like me…they looked like God.
Who are you?
Everything flows out of who you are.
We are all made in the image of God!
You are not a mistake, even if you make mistakes.
ILLUSTRATION: Share a time when you or someone you know had their identity stolen.
How did it made them/you feel, what were they/you able to do about it? The enemy is
trying to rob this generation of their identity because he knows what potential they
have.
Our generation has an Identity Crisis
The world wants us to find our identity from outside forces (what others say you
should be) and even self-identity – how I feel is who I am! This is a lie! Our identity is
found in Christ! When our identity is based on feelings, our identity becomes fragile.
This is why so many students are dealing with depression and anxiety. When you don't

know who you are, it brings fear and panic. This generation is in an identity crisis
because they have believed the lie of the world. Jesus wants to break that off you!
You cannot manufacture your own identity…you have been created in His image.
That's when you are living your best life.
A CRISIS helps us see where we REALLY find our identity!
When Christianity has your head, but culture has your heart - you have an Identity
Crisis.
JESUS WANTS ALL OF US! WHEN HE DOESN'T, WE HAVE AN IDENTY CRISIS!
How can we live as the image of God?
1. You think with your head. Ephesians 4:22-24
22
You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old
self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; 23 to be made new in the attitude
of your minds; 24 and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true
righteousness and holiness.
We are image bearers when we think God thoughts and agree with his truth.
What does God say about you? There are 7,487 promises made by God to
humankind.
Before you ever did anything to earn it, God already loved you…that is the difference
between Godly love and earthly love…we can’t earn Gods love.
Even Jesus needed affirmation. A voice from heaven (GOD) said to him “This is my son
whom I love and I am well pleased!” You are His, He loves you, and He is proud of you!
2. You feel with your heart. Ezekiel 36:26
And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove
the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.
We are image bearers when feel God’s feelings…we hate injustice we hate sin and
oppression. Rejoice in people coming to Christ!
We destroy idols in our hearts – other things that we put in front of our relationship
with God – things, titles, people. When a good thing becomes a God thing, that is a bad
thing. #idolatry

Every Person matters to God and they must matter to us!
The project we are focusing on this month is human trafficking around the world and
here in the united states. When we look around the world at those who are stuck in
human trafficking, and realize that abusers see them as worthless, they can begin to
see themselves that way as well. They stop becoming humans and start becoming
objects.
ILLUSTRATION – Buy two shirts, one Alabama and one Auburn and make sure they are
made by the same manufactures. Place two students side by side wearing the shirts.
Talk about the dislikes and the stereotypes each fan has toward the other. Engage the
crowd in the dislike for each other. Now, remind them that each one of these shirts is
made by the same manufacturer. When someone has bias or dislike toward other
people, we must remember they are attacking the very creator. That's the way we
need to view those who are marginalized or not like us.
-4.8 million people are trafficked for forced sexual exploitation.
-3.8 million adults are trafficked for forced sexual exploitation and 1 million children
are trafficked for commercial sexual exploitation.
-Women and girls are disproportionately affected by human trafficking, accounting for
71% of all victims.
-3 billion people have yet to hear the gospel! They may be unreached, but they are not
unreachable!
This breaks the heart of God and it should break our hearts as well!
SO HOW DO YOU VIEW THE WORLD IN LIGHT OF BEING MADE IN THE IMAGE OF GOD?
3. You “do” with your hands. We are image bearers when we are serving others.
We were made on purpose for a purpose!
Ephesians 2:10
For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God
prepared in advance for us to do.
Colossians 3:17
And whatsoever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God and the Father by him.
<SHOW 1/1000 Videos>

We don't serve FOR our identity, we serve FROM our identify.
2 Corinthians 4:4
4
The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the
light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God
Have you thought about your job? What God has called you to do to rescue those
caught in human trafficking?
Take a moment listen to the voice of God what you can do this month to help those
who have yet to hear the gospel?

IMAGEBEARERS // GENEROUSITY //WEEK 2
INTRO: Last week we talked about image bearers and how we can live in the image of
God
This week we are going to talk through being an image bearer living a life of
GENEROSITY.
Generosity is one way we can practically reach the ends of the earth and help others
know they are made in the image of God.
- There are many moments where God asks US to GIVE
- But we need to be reminded that this is BIGGER THAN US.
Read John 6:6-13
3 Then Jesus went up on a mountainside and sat down with his disciples. 4 The Jewish
Passover Festival was near. 5 When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming
toward him, he said to Philip, “Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?” 6
He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind what he was going to do. 7
Philip answered him, “It would take more than half a yearʼs wages to buy enough
bread for each one to have a bite!” 8 Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peterʼs
brother, spoke up, 9“Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but
how far will they go among so many?”
10 Jesus said,“Have the people sit down.”There was plenty of grass in that place, and
they sat down (about five thousand men were there). 11 Jesus then took the loaves,
gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted. He
did the same with the fish. 12 When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his
disciples, “Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing be wasted.” 13 So they
gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves left
over by those who had eaten.”- John 6:6-13
Imagine what this story looked like...
-Jesus asks them to do something that sounds extremely overwhelming
• All they found was a boy with five loaves and two fish.
• The NEED was HUGE, and the gift was small!
• A BIG miracle started with a small sacrifice!
• But even if your sacrifice is small, it is important to realize that…
Even when you feel empty handed you have something to give!
– No one would have suspected that this boy had anything significant to give.

– But it wasn’t just about what he had, it was that he was AVAILABLE...
• Always put yourself in position for God to do something BIG!
• God doesn’t need YOU to change the world, but He wants you to participate!
–Don’t do the math, do your part!
– Stop focusing on what you don’t have, and start thinking about what you DO HAVE.
1. Generosity starts with the heart!
• More than anything, God wants your heart!
• Your heart is the most powerful thing you have.
• Your heart pushes you to action.
• GIVING, and true generosity come from the HEART.
• Giving doesn’t require any talent, the sacrifice of a little boy led to the feeding of
thousands of people.
•The boy didn’t need to give his lunch, he already had food, but a generous heart
doesn’t need a reason to give.
•He GAVE IT FREELY... with a good attitude.
2 Corinthians 9:6-7
6 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows
generously will also reap generously.
7 Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”
2. Generosity helps make the impossible become possible.
• There was NO WAY that the disciples were going to be able to feed all the people.
• You will never be able to meet the needs of the world on your own.
• “Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things
are possible.” -Matthew 19:26
Did you know that Jesus actually cares more about the needs of this world than you
do?
He cares more about hurting people... and he wants to use you to help the hurting.
• Whatever you sacrifice, God will multiply!
• Never judge your problems in light of your resources.
–In this passage the disciples are starting to do this…
• Don’t just think about what it possible on your own strength.
• Generosity has nothing to do with affordability.
– Generosity is a product of faith and trust.

Conclusion - Are you ready to be generous? Are you ready for God to do something
supernatural?

IMAGEBEARERS // YOUR GOAL MATTERS// WEEK 3
INTRO //Over these four weeks after Youth Convention, we are responding to what
God has put in our hearts for Speed the Light. Really, what we are doing is working
together with students across Alabama who are reaching the lost with the Gospel.
[Highlight your youth ministry’s goal] We are also raising money to help missions
organizations like “Free International” and “Project Rescue”, by saving and freeing
people in our country and worldwide from human trafficking. God is using us to make a
difference in someone’s life today, here on earth, and for eternity.
YOUR GOAL MATTERS: Each of us has a goal, but how we each get there might be
different. (Show a video or two of students talking about what they are doing for STL) Redeeming Love’s Story (or Insert Your own). Over the past few years, our youth
ministry has seen students catch a vision for Speed The Light after hearing a challenge
to reach the lost during Youth Convention.
*Each year students have a God-given ideas. Some have ideas that quickly get them in over
their heads. One girl named Lexi asked her mom to make a post to all her Facebook friends to
see if anyone would buy chocolate spoons that she saw on Pinterest. Overnight she had more
requests than she could make! Lexi started recruiting friends to help the chocolate spoons,
and four girls each reached their STL goal by helping Lexi.
*Another student named Jazzy thought it would be a good idea to rake people’s yards for STL.
She ended up needing over 20 people to help for 5 weekends to do it all. Jazzy raked the last
yard with her family in a snowstorm in November. She and her friends gave over $3,000 to
STL.
*Last year our local Rotary Club (a group of business professionals who meets every month)
heard about these students. They asked if we would come and share what we’ve been up to.
It turned out that this group of business professionals who meet each month had the same
goal of helping to end human trafficking. They now want to partner with our students
because they see their passion to make a difference and that the students have the energy to
do what it takes.

The passion that these students show is not coming from wanting to see every yard
leaf-free by winter. The drive they have to create and sell is not so that people will
experience the warm silkiness of hot chocolate. These students, and many others, are
hearing that there is a world in need of the gospel and they can do something to help.
This vision is bigger than one person; but together, with each of us doing our part we

can make a difference.
MESSAGE OUTLINE //This reminds me of a story in the Bible about a guy named Ezra.
(Summarize Ezra 1)
At a really low point in Israel’s history, they were prisoners far from home. Their city
had been destroyed and the temple they worshiped in was demolished. Suddenly, God
began to talk to the King who held God’s people captive. The King decided then stated
that if anyone wanted to go back to Israel and help build the temple, they could leave.
(Ezra 1:1) People began to respond to this incredible need. They all knew how bad the
situation was and that their hometown needed help. (Ezra 1:3) God began to stir
people’s hearts and the talk went from neighbor to neighbor. Some immediately got to
work, while others contributed what they had to help. (Ezra 1:4) The response was
awesome, and then the King came alongside them, funded the rest of the project, and
restored what had been stolen from them before. (Ezra 1:7)
As I read this story a few things stand out to me:
-When everyone heard the vision of what could happen, people began to respond.
-When the vision was put out there, people said, “Yes! I’ll do something!”. The people
understood this wasn’t about them, but for God and His kingdom. So they were willing
to give to see His house built.
-2 Corinthians 9:7-8 “You must each decide in your heart how much to give. And don’t
give reluctantly or in response to pressure. For God loves a person who gives
cheerfully. And God will generously provide all you need. Then you will always have
everything you need and plenty left over to share with others.”
-We’ve heard time and time again the importance of talking to people about Jesus,
about giving to STL; but the question is are you willing? Are you willing, as the Image
Bearer of Christ, to give of yourself, of your time, energy, and finances or lack thereof
to help build the kingdom of God? So that those we see every day and around the
world you will never meet can know they too were made in the image of a God who
loves them and see them even in their pain. You must choose if you are going to do
your part in this mission. (2 Corinthians 8:7-8)
-This need was so much bigger than one or two or a few passionate people. The people
understood this vision was for something bigger than them. They could not do it on
their own, but together it was possible. It took their neighbors contributing, their
pastors/priests getting involved. What if local leaders and business people are looking
for someone like you to get behind and support? In today’s culture, adults want to
recognize and support youth who are doing positive things and making a difference.
Who could you talk to in your town? Lions Club, Rotary Club, Kiwanis Club, local
businesses? Ephesians 3:20-21: “Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty

power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think. 21
Glory to him in the church and in Christ Jesus through all generations forever and ever!
Amen.”
CHALLENGE //Tell the soy of the Widow and her Offering (Mark 12:41-44, Luke 21:1-4)
For some of us we see ourselves as the widow, we have barely anything to give, so why
even try, why even give? But like the widow, your sacrifice for this cause is worth it!
Even if you don’t see it of any significance if you are willing to sacrifice and do your
part it will be great in God’s eyes! THIS IS BIGGER!

IMAGEBEARERS // JUST IN TIME // WEEK 4
INTRO: Series Theme Verse - Genesis 1:26 NLT - Then God said, “Let us make human
beings in our image, to be like us.”
God needed someone to show the world what He looked like, so He made us, male
and female, to reflect who He is. He needed someone to show His nature through, so
He made me and you. Therefore, if you insult mankind, you insult the Maker. Because
it is not just how God sees me, it’s how I see myself and others that determines how
my life turns out.
Main Point - Our Maker is our mirror.
Open with Prayer
We’re in a series called Imagebearers because we want to remind some and inform
others that we are made in the image of God, also known as Imago Dei.
Look at your neighbor and say, “You look like your daddy.”
And because we are all made in the image of God, we are all made on purpose for a
purpose. We were put on earth for purpose. We were made on purpose. You are not
an accident, you are an answer, and God has placed things in us that He wants fulfilled
in the earth. And one day we will stand before our Maker and He will ask us, “What did
you do with what was given to you?”
Reflection Question - What will you do with what God has given you?
But before we unpack that, we need to recognize that image is important. Every
emotion we feel, every decision we make flows from how we see ourselves. So how
you view yourself is important, but what God says about us is even more important
because of verses like…
Galatians 6:9 NLT - Let’s not get tired of doing what is good. At just the right time we
will reap a harvest of blessing if we don’t give up.
And…

Ephesians 3:20 - He is able to do far more than we ask, think or imagine according to
the power at work within us.
Therefore, we are created for good works and God-sized goals.
So as we get ready to set goals, I encourage and challenge you to continue to give. We
want to address three ways we give.
1. Give up.
Giving up is to stop trying, to stop believing, to stop doing, and allow someone to take
something that belongs to you. We’ve trusted God to speak to us and believe what He
said about us and to us. As Image bearers, we never give up because faith never runs
out. Faith gives us the confidence to keep believing and the courage to keep going.
God wants to include us in His plan to reach the world, and He wants us to represent
Him. God’s plan to reach people through you hasn’t changed. God wants to use you.
Why? Because you are God’s plan A, you are the best idea God had. Why did He make
you? To do some good stuff and to accomplish some God-sized goals.
Reflection Question - What can God do through you?
Being an Image bearer is knowing who God says I am, receiving who God says I am and
giving so that others can find out who God says they are.
So we set some goals, and we want to challenge you to keep going because a
completed goal doesn’t mean a completed vision.
2. Give in.
Giving in is to stop fighting, to stop controlling your feelings, and submitting to the
pressure, the feelings of fear, doubt and inadequacy. But maybe we won’t give into our
feelings if we face the facts.
There are 3 billion people who are still unreached. That’s A LOT! Sounds like a lot of
work, but just because they are unreached doesn’t mean they are unreachable. (1
Timothy 2:4)
Just because your goal isn’t reached yet, that doesn’t mean it’s unreachable. All God
needs is someone who is willing and available. Don’t give in.

Unfortunately, your self-image might be limiting your potential. You may know you
have a big God, and it’s not that you shrink God down, but you shrink yourself down to
your level of expectation. You are giving in to your negative thoughts, to destructive
self-talk. Listen, don’t let your self-image limit God’s potential. Because until you see
yourself as made in the image of the infinite, unlimited, almighty, all wise, all knowing
God, you will give in to the pressure, you will stop fighting and you will be led by your
feelings instead of being led by the Spirit. Don’t give in.
The way you see yourself can impact the way you see God. If you cannot see the image
of God in yourself, you will never be able to see what God can do through you.
And then we start saying things like, “Our goal is so big, there’s no way God will help
me do this. The challenge is so insurmountable. What’s in front of us is so much bigger
than us.”
If God gave you the goal, He will give you the guidance to get there.
Set good goals. The best goals are specific not general. The goal is not financial, it’s
biblical. The goal is to get as many people into Heaven as possible. (See Philippians
3:12-14)
I should warn you, I’m a goal-digger, and it’s my job to unearth the potential that I see
in people.
3. Give out.
It’s said that the value of something is determined by what someone is willing to give
for it. Well, Jesus saw us and said… “Gold isn’t enough. Money isn’t enough. Diamonds
aren’t enough. Time isn’t enough.” When He saw through time 2,000 years ago, He
said, “You are worth dying for.”
This value can’t be quantified with a price tag. This value cannot be counted or earned.
This is value that was given.
If we are all made in the image of God, my question is…
How much are you willing to give to help others realize their worth? What are you
willing to do to reach your God given goal?
You and I are a gift of God, and we get to live the rest of our lives giving it away.

Ultimately, our goal is to be more like Jesus. To act like Jesus. To live like Jesus. To look
like Jesus.
Colossians 1:15 - If Jesus is the image of the invisible God, we never look more like God
than when we give.
John 3:16 - For God so loved that He gave.
John 15:13 - Greater love has no one than when someone gives their life for their
friends.
2 Corinthians 9:6-7 - God loves a cheerful giver.
God gives, He keeps giving, He continues to give because that’s who He is and that’s
who we are. We are Imagebearers. Giving is an action word. We look like God when
we give. That’s the goal.
Salvation Invitation
“You’re born looking like your dad, but you’ll die looking like your decisions.”
One of the greatest decisions we make is who we choose to do life with and how we
choose to give our lives away.
Christian - Means “Christ-like”
It means to be like Him, to carry and possess certain qualities and characteristics like
Jesus.
So when we become people who are not Christ-like there becomes a gap, a distance, a
chasm between the founder of faith—Jesus Christ—and the religion that bears His
name—Christianity. And when that happens it produces the kind of culture that people
like Gandhi critique when He says…
“I like your Christ, I do not like your Christians, because your Christians are so unlike
your Christ.”
—Mahatma Gandi
Genesis 1:26-27God’s goal is to make us Christ-like. To live like Jesus, to love like Jesus,
to look like Jesus, who bear His image and likeness.
So remember why we set our goals. We want to help those on the mission field to
have vehicles and equipment to reach people who have never heard about Jesus. We
want to help that girl be rescued out of sex trafficking so she can be safe and hear

about the true love found in Jesus. We are giving so that instead of worrying about
where people can get a clean drink of water, they have access to clean water located
next to a church where they will hear about Jesus as well. That’s why we are giving
next week. I know some of you are working really hard and so far it hasn’t gone as well
as you had hoped and you’re not sure what will happen. Tonight, I want to remind you
to not GIVE UP, don’t GIVE IN, but be like Jesus and GIVE OUT.
Don’t quit. You never know how God might provide.
2 Corinthians 9:7 NIV - Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart
to give.
Close with Prayer
Small Group Questions
1. Are you someone who waits last minute to get things done? How does that
normally work out for you?
2. Share about a time when you really hoped and prayed something would happen
but weren’t sure if it would.
3. What is something you can do in the next week to help reach the goal God has
given you?
4. Be honest, what is your greatest fear about the goal God has given you? Share
and pray for each other.
5. Who is one person you can invite next week to come the Big Give Night? Pray for
them.
Extra Message Notes & Ideas
The Image bearer series is about you getting to know the real you. Who you are
created to be. Who you are called to be. Who you really are.
Romans 12:2 tells us not to fit in to this world, not to fashion ourselves after the
culture, but to be transformed by the renewing of our mind. It’s hard to fit into a world
in which we are called to stand out from, because we are called to change culture, not
accommodate it. Youth influence culture. You are Imagebearers.
Matthew 22:15-22 - Then the Pharisees met together to plot how to trap Jesus into
saying something for which he could be arrested. They sent some of their disciples,
along with the supporters of Herod, to meet with him. “Teacher,” they said, “we know
how honest you are. You teach the way of God truthfully. You are impartial and don’t

play favorites. Now tell us what you think about this: Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar or
not?” But Jesus knew their evil motives. “You hypocrites!” he said. “Why are you trying
to trap me? Here, show me the coin used for the tax.” When they handed him a
Roman coin, he asked, “Whose picture and title are stamped on it?” “Caesar’s,” they
replied. “Well, then,” he said, “give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar, and give to God
what belongs to God.” His reply amazed them, and they went away.
Reflection Question - Who’s image and likeness is on you?
Point - God’s image is on you. (See Genesis 1:26)
Genesis 1:26 confirms this. He made us in HIs image, in HIs likeness. He knew us before
we knew us. He knew us before our parents knew what to name us. We were already
thought of by Him before we were a thought to anyone else. He wants us to be aware
that we are wearing His nature everywhere we go.
Do you understand you are valuable because of whose name is on you? Do you
understand your value and your worth comes from whose name is on you? Do you
understand His likeness is stitched in your genes? It is sowed into the fabric of your
DNA. You were put on this planet to put on your new self. You are purpose waiting to
be used by God. You are not a problem, you a solution to a problem in the earth. You
are an answer to someone’s prayer. You are Image bearers.
We are wearing the latest Designer, so why we do we keep taking it off? Why do we
try to fit in to the trend of the world when we are trendsetters? We weren’t designed
to live without the Designer.
“The Gospel is good news, only if it gets there on time.”
Trust that you heard from God and give Him your very best even in this last week. In
fact, give Him your best all the time. God has given you dreams for missions, for your
school, for your friends. Keep Believing!
•
•
•
•

It’s not too late to do your part. Keep saving, keep working, keep doing
your best.
You can only do what you can do. So do what you can, and trust God to
provide!
At the just the right moment God will provide.
Share some stories of how God has provided for you in the past or share
STL stories of students raising their goals as God provided.

•

•

I’m not promising you that God will do exactly what you want but His
desire for people to know Him is greater than yours. So if you are working
hard, He will help you give something next week.
Don’t quit! Don’t give up! – Trust God that He will provide for you!

Tonight as we close, next week we want you to come ready to give what you can. You
may be discouraged by how it has gone so far, but don’t give up. God’s plan to help
reach people through you hasn’t changed. Do your part and believe God for the rest.
Take time to think and pray tonight for something you could do that helps put you over
the top or helps you stretch yourself for the next 7 days so that people can have the
chance to know Him.
I’mbelieving for an amazing week next week as we gather together with groups all
across our state to give. Even during COVID, God’s heart for reaching people is still
there and still the same. What if we all give our very best this next week and finish
strong? If you’re new tonight, what can you do in the next 7 days to help people? I
invite you to Join us and students all across Alabama to make a difference for God’s
glory!
Pray for students to give their best and to bring something next week for the Big Give
Night. Also, give a chance for salvation.

(NOTE: Miracle Offering Night can be used as a strategic outreach for
students in your community. Take the offering during worship so the money
can be counted. The message could also be directed to the non- believers in
the room. Not only will our MN youth students give thousands of dollars to
change people around the world, but there is also the potential to see
teenagers give their hearts to God in your own community…all in one service.
This is the perspective of the Celebrate Night Message that follows.)
DISCUSSION // CELEBRATE!!
There are so many ways to celebrate. Think of your group and what they get
excited about. Make the night a party, exciting, and something they don't
want to miss. Our state has seen numerous ways to celebrate...humorous,
entertaining, or theatrical. You can use music, DJ’s, confetti, balloon drops,
safe explosions. What does your building allow? How can you use your room
to do something out of the box? We have all seen Kirby’s fireworks, liquid
nitrogen, confetti messes. All have made a mess, but all are totally worth it as
it's a shock and awe of what your group accomplished through STL. YouTube,
Jimmy Fallon Games, etc. are great places to get ideas. Below are some
resources for you to look at in making your night a PARTY.
PRACTICAL CELEBRATION IDEAS //
In the past we have done a video monologue with countries and people who
had been impacted by our youth group giving to missions and going on
missions trips. We have also done a stick stomp with some of our leaders if
you have anyone that might be rhythmic! Some other ideas we have used
include: Dropping balloons; Shooting confetti cannons; A Jimmy Fallon show
remake; The entire night in black light; Gave out glow-sticks to everyone and
told our leaders to wear shirts appropriate for black light; Had different
numbers spray painted on boxes (these were just cardboard boxes that we
painted black and then spray-painted random neon numbers on. When we
announced our total, we started with the cents to build it up more).
It looked something like this:

A few things we typically do include:
• Party City and Wal Mart are great places for fun, celebration ideas!
• Fireworks (you may need to disable your sprinkler system for this—and get
fans!)
• Smoke cannons (here’s a link to how to build this simple, awesome
additions)
http://www.stevespanglerscience.com/lab/experiments/aircannon-smoke-ring-vortex-launcher
• Confetti (we just chop up a ton of colored paper and use fans or leaf
blowers to dispense it from the top of the room)
• Balloon drop (always fun and easy, you can make your own with a tarp,
cheaper than buying one)
• We added toilet paper leaf blowers last year. Here’s a link to making them:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XFnA7yzDB74
• Beach balls are great to throw around during celebration time
• If you have access to liquid nitrogen, we made an explosion using the
colorful plastic ball-pit balls and it was awesome! Here’s a link to the way
to do it: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ldgp3Ton7R4
• We try to read off the totals of other youth groups as they come across the
chatline
• Loud music (live is always best if possible)
• We have pizza or other fun food options for all the students at the end of
the night’s celebration
• If you have the Square App- USE IT!! Students or leaders can give through
this
• If you can rent, things like lights, hazers, etc. make the night stand out from
other youth group events
• If possible, utilize a video to present your final number

