CHRISTMAS AT HIGHLAND

PRESCHOOL - Birth thru 4 Years Old

Big THANKS
to everyone who participated in the Operation Christmas Child
Shoeboxes. We packed 200 boxes that will share the love of
God with children and families all over the world. What a
tremendous blessing for us as a church to share in a
child’s life. We will start collecting again in January!

Holiday Schedule
All Wednesday night activities (December 26th)
will be held on Monday (December 24th).
We will worship as a family.
No Sr. Adult luncheon, no children’s activities,
no student activities on
Wednesday the week of Christmas.
Church offices will be closed:
December 24th, December 25th,
December 31st and January 1st.

Bottom Line: Jesus is God’s Son

CHILDREN - K5 thru 6th Grade

As Christians we are stewards or managers of
everything that God has purposed for and
entrusted to us. Some of the "everything"
includes our physical bodies, relationships,
material possessions, spiritual gifts, passion,
abilities, personalities, experiences, occupation, position,
status, life's calling, opportunities, etc. And one day, the
Master will demand from each of us an account of our
stewardship. Matthew 25:14-30 is a parable Jesus used to
illustrate the accountability of stewardship in God's
kingdom. Notice that first two stewards "immediately" put
to work what the Master entrusted to them (NIV).
However, the third steward just buried the “talent”
entrusted to him. Well, you know the ending.
The harsh rebuke and treatment of the third steward from
the Master came as result of the steward's laziness, apathy,
and pathetic treatment of the assigned “talent”. Good
stewards "immediately put to work" what the Master
entrusts him or her.

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering
Every Church, Every Nation
The National Goal this year is $160 million.
The International Mission Board of the SBC reports over 2.8 billion
people who have little or no access to the Gospel. Your prayers
and gifts to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering are a tremendous
support and blessing in getting His Message out to the nations.

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

STUDENTS - 7th Grade & Up

Pick up your copy of the prayer guide and participate in the
Week of Prayer for International Missions December 2-9.
Prayer Guides and Offering envelopes are located
at the Lottie Moon Mail Box Center at the iServe Center.
Exchange your Christmas cards with our church family using
our Lottie Moon Mail Box Center and donate the
postage you save to Lottie Moon.

True in the parable and true for all Christians, the greatest
and most valuable gift or “talent” the Master has entrusted
to His stewards is the gospel! This Christmas season, as we
celebrate Jesus, His birth, and our salvation in Him, may we
also be faithful stewards of living out and sharing the
gospel! I cannot think of a more meaningful way to please
and honor our Savior and Lord than to be a witness for Him!
Merry Christmas and may you and your family experience
the fullness of love, peace, joy, and hope that is in Christ!
Philip Fong, Executive Pastor

Every cent and every prayer makes an impact for God.
All men and boys invited.
Free event

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

Gene Douglas, Senior Pastor

SUNDAYS

December
2018

Sunday School | 9:15 a.m. | Varying Locations on Campus | All ages
Highland Kids | 9:15 a.m. | Preschool Area | Birth thru 4 years old
Highland Kids | 9:15 a.m. | Children’s Area | K5 thru 6th Grade
Encounter Service | 9:25 a.m. | Student Center
Student Serve | 9:25 & 10:35 a.m.
Celebration Service | 10:35 a.m. | Sanctuary
Highland Kids| 10:35 a.m. | Preschool Area | Birth thru 4 years old

Informer

Highland Kids | 10:35 a.m. | Children’s Area | K5 thru 6th Grade

OUR STAFF

Celebration Choir Rehearsal | 4:00 p.m. | Sanctuary

Rev. Gene Douglas
Senior Pastor
Dr. Philip Fong
Executive Pastor

Student Equip | 5:45-7:15 p.m. | 7th Grade & Up
(Check social media for any changes)
Evening Worship | 6:00 p.m. | Sanctuary

Jim Armstrong
Celebration Service Worship Pastor
Rev. Eric Bean
Student Pastor

Highland Kids | 6:00 p.m. | Preschool Area | Birth thru 4 years old

WEDNESDAYS
Sr. Adult Bible Study & Luncheon | 11:15 a.m. | Fellowship Hall
Equip Classes for Adults | 6:15 p.m. | Various locations on campus

Shannon Jordan
Director of Highland Learning Center and Preschool Ministry

Kaleigh Smith
Children’s Ministry Director

Highland Kids| 6:15 p.m. | Preschool Area | Birth thru 4 years old

Amy Lawson
Assistant Children’s Ministry Director

Highland Kids | 6:15 p.m. |Children’s Area | K5 thru 6th Grade

Allison Evans
Social Media/Web Coordinator

Student Worship | 6:15 p.m. | Student Center | 7th Grade & Up
(Check social media for any changes)

FOR YOUR INFORMATION
OFFICE HOURS
Monday thru Thursday | 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Closed on Friday

FOR PRAYER REQUESTS
pastorsoffice @highlandchurch.net

CONTACT US
601.428.8493 (Highland Office)
601.425.4225 (Highland Learning Center)

DVDS OF SUNDAY AM & PM SERVICES
DVD: $5.

00

Submit your payment with completed order form located in the office.

HIGHLAND MEDIA BROADCAST ON COMCAST 95 TV
AM Service: Sunday - 4 p.m. |Thursday - 11 a.m. | Thursday - 8 p.m.
PM Service: Monday - 8 a.m. | Tuesday - 8 p.m. | Friday - 11 a.m.

HIGHLAND BAPTIST CHURCH FAMILY INFORMER
2513 NORTH SEVENTH AVENUE ◦ LAUREL, MS 39440
Return Service Requested

At this time every year we begin to hear the
people around us ask a familiar question, “What are
we going to get him this year or what are we going
to get her? They already have everything.” We
seem to spend a lot of time and effort to find that
special gift just like we did last year and the years before that.
It seems no matter what we have or how much we have, we
are always seeking new gifts. Often times the person that we
are trying to find the gift for cannot even tell us what we gave
them last year. That should take some pressure off of us.
I am thankful for the perfect gift that was given once for
all. That perfect gift is Jesus Christ, God’s Son. The Bible says
in John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son that whosoever believes in Him should not
perish but have everlasting life.” And in Ephesians 2:8-9 the
Bible says “For by grace you have been saved through faith,
and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works
lest anyone should boast.”
I want to encourage you to slow down your busyness of
life. Stop and remember as born again believers “Jesus is the
reason for the season”. Let’s celebrate not as the world with
all its focusing on more stuff, but celebrating as the Word of
God instructs us by worshiping a wonderful Savior. Let’s stay
focused on Jesus so the people around us can see who is most
important in our life. We are not looking for that perfect gift
because we already have attained it through a personal
relationship with Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior.
Be sensitive to the people around you during this time of
year and look for ways to share Jesus with them. A lot of
people are hurting: those facing their first Christmas after the
death of a loved one, those facing financial difficulty, and those
who are just struggling in general. A physical gift can never do
for them what Jesus can. Share the gift of salvation in Jesus
Christ with those around you and you will give the perfect gift
this year.
Love in Christ,

WEEK BY WEEK
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A special treat for our Senior Adults each year!
Lots of great food and fellowship.
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Sunday, December 9th | 2-4 p.m. | K5 - 6th Grade | GAP Wing
Popcorn | Lemonade | Cookies
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East Jones Elementary Cubs in Motion will share their musical talents
through song during our Senior Adult luncheon.
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through Christmas cards. There are 18 bags located in the
Senior Adult Wing along with lists of recipients.
Please drop off your cards or small gifts by
the morning of Sunday, December 16th before Sunday School.
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Please bundle 40 cards for our Men at The Mission and place
them in the box located at the iServe Center on top
of the Lottie Moon Christmas Card Mailboxes.
We will be sure they are distributed.
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Stop by the Gift of Life Tree and choose
a way you can give to the Choices Clinic of Laurel.
Your donations help in many ways.
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Ladies Ministry Christmas Party
Thursday, December 27th | 5:45 - 8:00 p.m. | Fellowship Hall
Ladies re-gift or bring an ornament or gift $5 or less
to exchange during a Christmas game.
Bring your favorite Christmas dish or dessert.
To reserve nursery, please contact Shannon @ 601.422.8221.
Please register at the iServe Center.
We will continue collecting Little Debbie snacks
for Highland’s We Care Ministry.
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