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To my FCC family,  

I joined the FCC staff in November of 2006.  It has 

been a joy to serve as your secretary these past 

years.  It is time for me to start yet another season 

in life..."retirement" which I am anxiously ready 

for.  Dan & I have a few things we wish to do like 

spending more time with all our families, 

traveling, camping with our friends and new 

adventures to explore.  Who knows what our 

great God has in store for us!  Thank you all for 

your love, support, friendship and respect during these past 13+ years and being a big part of my 

journey here.  

The church hours will be changing as of this week until a new secretary has been hired.  Pastor 

Chris and Youth Pastor Ryan will be in the office Monday thru Thursday from 8:00 a.m. until noon.  

The office will be closed in the afternoons.  If you need a Pastor, please contact them on their cell 

phones and leave a brief message and phone number for you to be reached.  Chris cell: 503-474-

7965 and Ryan cell:  325-812-1629.  You may also call an Elder or Deacon if needed and their 

numbers are on the back of the Christian Visitor.    

If you are interested in the secretary position, please send your resume to chris@fccgarnett.org.    

They are taking them thru Wednesday, December 23, 2020.  The job description is on the First 

Christian Church Website.  If you have any questions, please reach out to Pastor Chris Goetz.   

  Here’s to new adventures and may Jesus, our Savior bless your homes and give you all lots 

of joy and blessings always.  Merry Christmas and a New Year full of God’s goodness!   

                   Marsha Dulin 
 

Office Hours during Christmas: The church office will be closed 

Monday, December 28 thru Thursday, December 31 for Christmas.  

If you need a Pastor, you may contact Chris at 503-474-7965 or 

Ryan at 325-812-1629.  Please leave them a message and your 

number and they will be glad to return your call. 

http://www.fccgarnett.org/
http://www.fccgarnett.org/
mailto:chris@fccgarnett.org


 

 Joy can be the fuel that brightens our journey.  Joy is often misunderstood.  It is often 

confused with happiness.  And it regularly shows up when & where least expected. 

 Have you ever noticed that just about every time an angel shows up in Scripture, the 
first words out of the angel’s mouth is “Do not be afraid”? The phrase is so common 
in the Bible, you might think it was a heavenly language for hello.  
Luke 2:9–12 “An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I 
bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people.  Today in the town of 
David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to 
you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger”. 
  The angel and his group came in peace with the world’s most joyous birth reveal 
ever!  The Good News entered the world and the whole sky was filled with angels. They 
erupted with joy. 
Luke 2:13–14 “Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 
praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to 
those on whom his favor rests”. 
 Jesus is our starting point on one’s journey to joy.  Let’s face it there are plenty of 
reasons in this world to be down and depressed.  There were during Jesus day also.  I 
want us to walk through 3 reasons to live Joy: 1st: joy and pain always co-exist.  2nd: 
joy brings connection with others.  3rd: joy leads us to worship. 
Joy and Pain 
  There are people who have nothing physical to their names and they are literally the 
happiest people in the world!  Even in their deprived state they still found JOY.  In fact, 
in countries where people are used to having nothing… they are usually more JOYFUL 
people than in countries where we have plenty.  It’s a strange thing about joy—it seems 
the natural reaction for most of us is to think joy could only come when pain is removed. 
The truth is, in our fallen world, joy and pain exist side by side.  Our lives are a 
constant balance of joy and pain as we walk through the experiences of life.  It is often 
the pain or struggle that magnifies the power of joy.  And it’s here in this dichotomy that 
the message of the angel is for us as well: Do not be afraid! 
Where is the pain of life seeming to overshadow the presence of joy? Those places are 
exactly where the words of the angel can penetrate the most deeply and powerfully. This 
message is for you: Do not be afraid. You don’t have to fear. There is good news of great 
joy. And it is for you! 
James 1:2–4 “Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of 
many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let 
perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking 
anything”. 
Really, facing trials is pure joy? This sounds contradictory.    



 

  But it isn’t suggesting that you fake it and slap a smile on the deep pain of life.  It’s an 
encouragement that even in the midst of hardship there is a longer, broader view, a 
perspective that shows us that our trials can lead us to grow and become mature in our 
faith. While growth isn’t easy, it can be filled with joy. As we walk in relationship with 
Christ, we can grow to experience joy that comes from understanding there is more than 
the pain we’re facing!  There is a deeper reality at work.  
Joy and Connection 
 The coming of Jesus and the promise of His second coming are the source of joy to all 
of creation.  Jesus came to set things right and redeem the entire world from sin and 
death. The good news is for everyone!  Joy is un-contained and uncontainable by 
borders, governments, nationalities or by race.  
Psalm 96:11–13 “Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; let the sea resound, and 
all that is in it. Let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them; let all the trees of the 
forest sing for joy. Let all creation rejoice before the Lord, for he comes”. 
  Fear and pain isolate us, but joy brings connection.  The joy of Jesus’s coming goes 
out into all the earth, connecting us to Himself and to each other.  Jesus coming into 
this world is enough reason to rejoice always! 
Joy and Worship 
  Sometimes it’s easy to embrace joy. Sometimes our struggles and hurts are so 
overwhelming that we are trapped and bound by our fear.  Joy can feel so far away, so 
distant, maybe impossible.  The appropriate response to joy is always worship. I would 
suggest that worship can also jump-start joy as we fix our eyes on God and His greater 
reality rather than on immediate problems or the fears we are facing in the moment.  
  In the Christmas story, the angel announced the good news of great joy, and then the 
entire host praised God.  
Matthew 2:10–11 “When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On coming to the 
house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped 
him”.  
  Perhaps your struggling finding a sense of Joy this season.  May I encourage you to 
try these 3 steps.  First, take the time to connect with others. Joy is contagious. 
Instead of letting your own situation or fear or pain isolate you, allow yourself to step into 
and connect with the joy of others.  Second, take time and make the choice to be 
purposefully thankful.  Gratitude has a way of reminding us of joy and the reasons we 
have to rejoice even in the midst of pain.  
  Finally, let’s worship God for who He is. The circumstances of life can steal our joy, 
but even in the darkest times, we can worship God not for what He does but for who He 
is!  His eternal love and faithfulness never change, despite the ever-changing events of 
our lives. His goodness and mercy never run out.  
Philippians 4:4 “Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!” 
 



 

OUR CHURCH FAMILIES | FRIENDS 

December 13, Week 1: Cole Lemasters 

and Kelsey Daniels (great grandson 

and his fiancé of Loydene West); Bob 

Meliza & Holly; Milt Greiner; Shawn & Rachel Benjamin (brother & his wife~ Sandra 

Hamilton); Les & Lennet Thomas; Matt & Brilee Rodman (granddaughter & her husband 

~ Nancy Horn); Gunner & Emily Horn (grandson and his wife ~ Nancy Horn); Gary & 

Patricia Gordon and Scott (Dad, stepmom and brother of Paula Sjorlund); Shelly Thomas 

(daughter of James & Becky Dodd)  

December 6, Week 2: Jeff Hicks (Nancy Horn); Nick Watkins and Silas (son & grandson 

of Steve Watkins / Barbara Watkins); Alice Canavan (Jason Sjorlund) 

November 29, Week 3:  Maurice & Carol White (brother & sister-in-law of Loydene West); 

Kay Weaver (grandma of Morgan Hurt); Randy Patterson (Donna Williams); Ruth Peine; 

Richard Hermann (brother of Clarence Hermann); Prayers for all medical personnel 

working & Covid, Dorothy M, Beverly Y, unspoken request & God put his hedge of 

protection around Dr Shawa (Gayla Corley)  

PRAYERS FOR FAMILIES AND FRIENDS LONG TERM: Ethan Adams (grandson of 

Phyllis Evans); Roger & Phyllis Adams; Claron Benjamin; Shawn Benjamin (son of 

Claron & Sherry Benjamin); Ardis Comfort (Gayla Corley); Ruby Crumm; Dorothy C 

(Barbara Ratliff & Gayla Corley); Mary Hamilton; Clarence Hermann; Jeff Hicks (Nancy 

Horn); Claire & Judith Mays (Barbara Ratliff); Wilma McIntosh and all my family; Holly 

Meliza (daughter of Bob Meliza); Alex Mowrey and baby Stella (granddaughter & Great 

granddaughter of Charlie & Becky Allen); Randy Patterson (Donna Williams); Becky 

Roush (Carol Hermreck & Carolyn Schuster); Marsha Shelor (Gayla Corley); Iona 

Sweers; Jeannie Thompson (sister of Bill Ratliff); Silas Watkins (grandson of Steve 

Watkins / Barbara Watkins; Maurice & Carol White (brother & wife of Loydene West) and 

Cindy Witt and Rochelle (Gayla Corley)  

 CARE CENTERS: GUEST HOME ESTATES: Ruth Gorrell | PARKVIEW HEIGHTS: 

Jean Brown, Gladys Young | RESIDENTIAL LIVING CENTER: Jim Jordan  

 OUR VETERANS & MILITARY (*Out of States): AIR FORCE: Matthew Schryer 

(nephew of Marcia Spring); Nicholas L Wales (grandson of Orville & LaVerne Cole); 

Jesse Hale (nephew of Rosemary Turner) ARMY: Thad Dodds (grandson of Alice 

Chase); Dustin Worthington (grandson of Max & Deb Worthington); *Ethan Bilderback 

(grandson of Dave & Janette Bilderback); Nick Watkins (son of Steve Watkins); BJ 

Moody (grandson of Tom & Janice Tush); Zach Wilper (son of William and Sarah 

Hulcy) NAVY: Dyllon & Alyssa Morford (granddaughter / husband of Les & Lennet 

Thomas) COAST GUARD: Joseph, Matthew & Jacob Ferguson (sons of Jerry & Karen 

Ferguson and grandsons of Howard & Doris Wilson) MARINES:  *Spencer Guyett 

(great grandson of Alice Chase)   



 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13 

Worship Attendance: 8:00 a.m. Worship – 30      10:30 a.m. Worship – 102  

 Finance Report: General Fund $5707 | To Date $10618  NBF $20 | To Date $20  

Van Fund $145 | To Date $370 (Current Balance $25736)  

WAYS OF GIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS  

~ Online giving at fccgarnett.breezechms.com/give/online  

~ Sunday morning 8:00 a.m. or 10:30 a.m. Worship Services  

~ Mail to church office: First Christian Church | P.O. Box 126  

~ Come by office from 8:00 a.m. – noon | Monday thru Thursday   

SOS Class:  There were eleven present Sunday, nine 

brought their Bible and eight were daily Bible readers. 

Prayers for Milt Greiner; Darren Simpson; Ruby Crumm; 

Gene Watson; Karen Cruse (sister of Charlotte Cox); 

Maurice & Carol White (brother & sister-in-law of 

Loydene West); Roger & Phyllis Adams; Angie Smith; 

Janice Hodgson and Shawn Benjamin.   

Larry Varvel opened the class with prayer.  Burke Rogers presented the lesson “You Are 

Never Alone,” by Max Lucado. Next week the class will begin on page 28.  The class 

closed with prayer.   

  

We at FCC want to take a moment to extend a very warm welcome 

to everyone visiting with us this morning.  Whether you are just 

having a look, or are searching for a place to worship, we are 

delighted to have you here.   

Carly Hicks was a guest of April Powls 

 

Thank you so much for thinking of me Sunday evening.  I had a 

surprise delivery of a bowl of yummy chili and a wonderful 

cinnamon roll delivered to my door by Corky and Kay Wilson.  

Again, thank you so much Mike & Kathy Croucher for making such 

a wonderful meal!  Laverne Cole   

http://fccgarnett.breezechms.com/give/online
http://fccgarnett.breezechms.com/give/online


 

REMINDERS FOR SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20 

(Third Sunday of Advent – PEACE) 

Communion Preparation: Pam Nungesser  

Elders for Worship Services: Communion Cody Clark | Offertory Doug Meyer  

Deacons: Jonathan Born | Ben King | Royce Powelson | Aaron Tucker  

Shut In Deacons:  Prayer Karl Hurt | Devotion Joe Ray 

8:00 a.m. Worship Pianist Debbie Wiesner | Song Leader Gary Benjamin  

Audio / Visual Dylan Cole | Sophia Cole | Welcome Team Paula Sjorlund  

10:30 a.m. Worship Leaders Worship Team    

Audio Visual Karl Hurt | Becky Allen | Welcome Team Lisa Modlin  

Christmas Program Thanks! 

Thanks so much for all of you who 

helped make the Christmas program a 

success!  With over a hundred people 

present and well more than 500 online 

viewers already the message of Jesus 

has been proclaimed this Christmas 

season!  Special thanks to Kristina for writing and organizing the whole 

program!  Thanks to Kristine and Morgan for costume help and behind the scenes help 

and the rest of the adult help and for cleaning up the mess after, each student who 

attended the program, the Wharton family for dressing the baby Alpaca for the program, 

to the pastoring team for organizing and serving the dinner, to the Croucher's for cooking 

the chili, to those who handed out the bags of candy to the kids and a special thanks to 

each person who stayed after and helped clean up the mess!  I am especially grateful 

for Jesus giving us a reason to celebrate His birthday!  God Bless!   



 

 

DECEMBER EVENTS 2020 CALENDAR  

HERE’S TO A BLESSED CHRISTMAS SEASON  

• Thursday, December 17 the Care Team will meet at 7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship 

Hall.  Doug Meyer Chairman 

• Sunday, December 20 following the 10:30 a.m. Worship Service the Education 

Team will meet.  Ryan McDonald Chairman 

• Monday, December 21 the Harvesters Food Drive is scheduled at 2:00 p.m. at 

the Quonset Hut.   

• Christmas Communion at the Nazarene Church, December 23 & 24 

In order to minister to the greatest number of families in Garnett this 

year the Nazarene & Christian Churches will be teaming together. The 

Nazarene Church will be opening their doors for families (and/or 

friends of families) to enjoy a Christmas Communion Experience. There will be 15-

minute time slots scheduled for each family unit on December 23rd & 24th. The plan is to 

run a schedule from 8:30-11:30am and 12:30-5:30pm. These will be minimal contact 

experiences for those that are trying to keep their distance (including a mask if the 

participant so desires). The ultimate purpose for both Pastors Chris Goetz and Jonathan 

Hall is to bless as many families as we can throughout this Christmas season. If you 

would like more information or would like to be added to the schedule, please contact 

Stacy Gwin at sgwin@garnettnazarene.org or 785-448-3208. 

• THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2020 | CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 

Bring your family, friends and neighbors and join us as we celebrate 

the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ at First Christian Church.  We 

will meet in the Sanctuary where we will have two candlelight 

services.  Our Traditional Service will begin at 4:00 p.m. and the 

Contemporary Service will begin at 6:00 p.m.  Both services will be 

livestreamed for those wishing to watch from home.   

• Sunday, December 27 following the 10:30 a.m. Worship Service the Worship 

Team will meet.  Carmen Powls, Chairwoman 

• The church office will be closed Monday, December 28 thru Thursday, December 

31 for Christmas.   

 

mailto:sgwin@garnettnazarene.org


 

     

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

    

  

  

 

  

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH ELDERS (*Chairman)  

Gary Benjamin: 785-204-2034 | Dave Bilderback: 785-304-0903    

Cody Clark: 785- 448-8093 | Doug Meyer: 913-909-7680   

Jason Sjorlund: 785-448-7660 | *Nathan Wiehl: 785-204-2178   
           

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH DEACONS (*Chairman)  

*Jeff Barnes: 785-304-4328 | Jon Born: 620-340-7784 | Dane Byerley: 785-304-2831 

Mike Croucher: 785-448-8077 | James Dodd: 785-418-5479 | Karl Hurt: 785-650-4797 

Ben King: 785-448-4355 | Royce Powelson: 785-418-5020 | Joe Ray: 785-304-6835 

Aaron Tucker: 316-573-1974 | Lynn Wilson: 785-448-8465 
  

Chris Goetz, Senior Pastor | Cell: 503-474-7965 | Email: chris@fccgarnett.org  

Ryan McDonald, Youth Pastor | Cell:  325-812-1629 | Email: ryan@fccgarnett.org  

Kristina Traxson, Children & Youth Leader | Cell: 785-448-8684   

Email: Kristina_marie_sommer@yahoo.com  

mailto:Kristina_marie_sommer@yahoo.com

