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  Ephesians 3:17–19 “And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may 

have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and 

high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—

that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.” 

  The star signals the brightest love, the love that never gives up, the love that conquered 

sin and death, the love that surrounds us daily and fills us eternally. Perfect love. God’s 

love embodied.  The star is a representation of Christ the bright and morning start!  Let’s 

explore this love that caused God to enter our world through His Son that first Christmas. 

A love that was present from the creation of the world is enough for each and every one 

of us and is meant to overflow in our lives. 

  God Loved Us from the Start The Bible is a love story from the first day of creation.  It 

is the story of God’s love for His people and His plan of redemption to bring us back into 

relationship with Him!  God is not some distant uncle who suddenly shows up with a gift 

nobody knows what to do with. Nor is He a cold and miserly distant figure grudgingly 

offering us an occasional token.   

Psalm 139:1-17 “You have searched me, Lord, and you know me.  You know when I sit 

and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar.  You discern my going out and my 

lying down; you are familiar with all my ways.  Before a word is on my tongue you, Lord, 

know it completely.”  

  David was the Man after God’s own heart.  He knew God intimately and clearly God 

knows His creation intimately! 

Ephesians 1:4–6 “For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and 

blameless in his sight. In love he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus 

Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will—to the praise of his glorious grace, 

which he has freely given us in the One he loves”.  

  God’s love does not depend on us! It’s not something we have to earn or perform for 

to maintain. It starts with God, not us. 

  As we pursue the journey of love, let me encourage you to simply accept that God’s 

love for us exists beyond the constraints of time, space, and our limited understanding. 

It’s a love worth focusing on and meditating on. 

  God’s Love is Enough Do you ever have a hard time accepting His love for you? Do 

you ever doubt that His love is enough to cover all the pain, hurt, selfishness, and evil of 

our world? His love is enough to cover the pain or hurt in your own heart!   
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Despite what we may know in our heads or believe in our hearts, there is a daily struggle 

to live in God’s love for us.  Let me remind you of some good news this morning. God. 

Loves. You!  Not because of anything you’ve done or have to do. God loves you purely, 

perfectly, wholly and lavishly.  You don’t have to earn points to muster up love from God. 

He pours love out on us—no matter how unlovable or unworthy we may feel.  

You are not alone!!! God’s love doesn’t change even if our feelings do. Even when we 

feel distant from God’s love, He is there. Jesus was God’s love with skin!  Nothing can 

shake that love! Nothing can tear us away from it except our own choice. Romans 8:38–

39 “For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither 

the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else 

in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our 

Lord.” 

  God’s Love Overflows God’s unlimited love cannot be contained. God doesn’t want it 

to be contained. The Bible tells us to love others…even the unlovable people. 

Sometimes it’s the hardest thing in the world. Especially the one who disagrees with 

everything you say… holiday houseguests— sometimes the unlovable are the people 

closest to us. They can be the people we truly love most but who also have the most 

power to drive us crazy, remind us of our weaknesses, and even bring up our deepest 

pain. On a very practical level, this journey of love is about God’s love in us overflowing 

into others. That is not something we can do on our own effort.   

1 Peter 1:22 TLB “Now you can have real love for everyone because your souls have 

been cleansed from selfishness and hatred when you trusted Christ to save you; so see 

to it that you really do love each other warmly, with all your hearts”.  

1 John 3:16 “This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. 

And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters.”  

 Christmas is the season to put LOVE into practice!  

 

Dear First Christian Church Family,  

Our family has been blessed by all or your prayers and 

expressions of Love and sympathy while we waited for a 

diagnosis and when Ron passed quickly from his home here 

to his real home.  Our hearts will be broken for a while, but 

we serve a God who will not leave us to walk alone.   

      Our celebration of Ron’s Life came together with so many special people 

participating, Pastor Chris, The Praise Band, Krista Hedrick’s eulogy for her dad, Brett 

Linn, Mark & April Powls, Cathy Hoke and her kitchen angels, the Patriot Riders and 

everyone who joined us got the service in person and online.   

   God bless you, The family of Ron Anderegg 



 

OUR CHURCH FAMILIES | FRIENDS 

December 6, Week 1: Jeff Hicks (Nancy Horn); Nick Watkins and Silas (son & grandson 

of Steve Watkins / Barbara Watkins); Alice Canavan (Jason Sjorlund) 

November 29, Week 2:  Milt Greiner; Maurice & Carol White (brother & sister-in-law of 

Loydene West); Kay Weaver (grandma of Morgan Hurt); Randy Patterson (Donna 

Williams); Ruth Peine; Richard Hermann (brother of Clarence Hermann); Prayers for all 

medical personnel working & Covid, Dorothy M, Beverly Y, unspoken request & God put 

his hedge of protection around Dr Shawa (Gayla Corley)  

November 22, Week 3: Shawn Benjamin (brother of Sandra Hamilton); Les & Lennet 

Thomas; Matt & Brilee Rodman (granddaughter of Nancy Horn); Shelly Thomas 

(daughter of James & Becky Dodd); Gary & Patricia Gordon and Scott (Dad, stepmom 

and brother of Paula Sjorlund); Bonnie Kent (Vickie Hulett)  
 

PRAYERS FOR FAMILIES AND FRIENDS LONG TERM: Ethan Adams (grandson of 

Phyllis Evans); Roger & Phyllis Adams; Claron Benjamin; Shawn Benjamin (son of 

Claron & Sherry Benjamin); Ardis Comfort (Gayla Corley); Ruby Crumm; Dorothy C 

(Barbara Ratliff & Gayla Corley); Mary Hamilton; Clarence Hermann; Claire & Judith 

Mays (Barbara Ratliff); Wilma McIntosh and all my family; Holly Meliza (daughter of Bob 

Meliza); Alex Mowrey and baby Stella (granddaughter & Great granddaughter of Charlie 

& Becky Allen); Randy Patterson (Donna Williams); Becky Roush (Carol Hermreck & 

Carolyn Schuster); Marsha Shelor (Gayla Corley); Iona Sweers; Jeannie Thompson 

(sister of Bill Ratliff); Silas Watkins (grandson of Steve Watkins / Barbara Watkins; 

Maurice & Carol White (brother & wife of Loydene West) and Cindy Witt and Rochelle 

(Gayla Corley)  
 

 CARE CENTERS: GUEST HOME ESTATES: Ruth Gorrell | PARKVIEW HEIGHTS: 

Jean Brown, Gladys Young | RESIDENTIAL LIVING CENTER: Jim Jordan  
  

OUR VETERANS & MILITARY (*Out of States): AIR FORCE: Matthew Schryer (nephew 

of Marcia Spring); Nicholas L Wales (grandson of Orville & LaVerne Cole); Jesse Hale 

(nephew of Rosemary Turner) ARMY: Thad Dodds (grandson of Alice Chase); Dustin 

Worthington (grandson of Max & Deb Worthington); *Ethan Bilderback (grandson of 

Dave & Janette Bilderback); Nick Watkins (son of Steve Watkins); BJ Moody (grandson 

of Tom & Janice Tush); Zach Wilper (son of William and Sarah Hulcy) NAVY: Dyllon & 

Alyssa Morford (granddaughter / husband of Les & Lennet Thomas) COAST GUARD: 

Joseph, Matthew & Jacob Ferguson (sons of Jerry & Karen Ferguson and grandsons of 

Howard & Doris Wilson) MARINES:  *Spencer Guyett (great grandson of Alice Chase)   



 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6 

Worship Attendance: 8:00 a.m. Worship – 30      10:30 a.m. Worship – 98  

 Finance Report: General Fund $4901 | To Date $4901  NBF $0 | To Date $0  

Van Fund $225 | To Date $225 (Current Balance $25591)  

WAYS OF GIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS  

~ Online giving at fccgarnett.breezechms.com/give/online  

~ Sunday morning 8:00 a.m. or 10:30 a.m. Worship Services  

~ Mail to church office: First Christian Church | P.O. Box 126  

~ Come by office from 8:00 a.m. – noon | Monday thru Thursday   

SOS Class:  There were thirteen present Sunday, eleven 

brought their Bible and six were daily Bible readers. 

Prayers for the family of Wes Fritz; Dudley Feuerborn; 

Milt Greiner; Darren Simpson; Ruby Crumm; Gene 

Watson; Karen Cruse (sister of Charlotte Cox); Maurice 

& Carol White (brother & sister-in-law of Loydene West); 

Iona Sweers; LaVerne Cole; Anderegg family; Roger & 

Phyllis Adams; Patsy Collins and our country.   

Burke Rogers opened the class with prayer.  Gary Benjamin presented the lesson “You 

Are Never Alone,” by Max Lucado. Next week the class will begin Session 2 page 23, 

“God is with you when you are stuck.”  The class closed with prayer.   

  

We at FCC want to take a moment to extend a very 

warm welcome to everyone visiting with us this 

morning.  Whether you are just having a look, or are 

searching for a place to worship, we are delighted to 

have you here.  

Peyton Brockus & Jaxson McAdam grandchildren of 

Doug & Connie Meyer; Bree Welsh guest of Jeff & 

Suzanne Finn family 
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REMINDERS FOR SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13 

(Third Sunday of Advent – PEACE) 

Communion Preparation: Pam Nungesser  

Elders for Worship Services: Communion Jason Sjorlund | Offertory Cody Clark  

Deacons: Jonathan Born | Ben King | Royce Powelson | Aaron Tucker  

Shut In Deacons:  Prayer James Dodd | Devotion Dane Byerley 

8:00 a.m. Worship Pianist Carmen Powls | Song Leader April Powls  

Audio / Visual Diana Knox | Cheryl Varvel | Welcome Team Marcia Spring  

10:30 a.m. Worship Leaders Worship Team    

Audio Visual Nate Wiehl | Nicole Wiehl | Welcome Team Morgan Hurt  

 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

*Sunday Legacy Youth with Youth Pastor Ryan McDonald   

Time: 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Place: Family Life Center Grade: 7 thru 12  

*Monday Christian Woodworkers with Darwin Hamilton  

          Time: 8:30 a.m.  Place: Darwin’s shop Contact: Darwin number 785-448-6526.   

*Monday Boys Disciple Class | Youth Pastor Ryan McDonald | 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. | Annex   

*2ND & 4TH Monday Small Group | Bryant & Kristina Traxson | Time: 6:30 - /8:30 p.m.  

*Tuesday Men’s Small Group with Pastor Chris Goetz Time: 6:00 - 7:00 a.m. at Annex   

*Tuesday Small Group at Cody & Dena Clark’s 1321 South Walnut | 6:00 – 7:00 p.m.   

*Tuesday Prayer Team with Burke Rogers | 6:30 p.m. | Annex   

*Wednesday Christian Crafters with Connie Meyer | 10:00 a.m. | Annex  

*Wednesday Christian Woodworkers with Darwin Hamilton  

         Time: 1:30 a.m.  Place: Darwin shop Contact: Darwin number 785-448-6526.   

*Wednesday ROOT’s with Children’s Leader Kristina Traxson   

Time: 5:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Place: Family Life Center   

NO ROOTS December 23 or 30th   

*Wednesday Small Group with Leader David Bilderback  

Time: 6:30 p.m. Place: Chris Brady & Andrea Long home - 21656 S Highway 169 

*Wednesday Girls Disciple Class | Miranda McDonald | Time: 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. | Annex   

*Thursday Small Group at Jon & Nicole Born home - 28261 N Hi-way 59 at 6:30 p.m.   

 

 



 

  

 WARM HEARTS HELPED WARM MANY 

HANDS, HEADS AND FEET LAST YEAR!  

FCC’s annual “Mitten, Scarves & Hat Tree” is ready 

to be decorated with your love and kindness. The 

tree is in the South Entrance.  Help keep our loved 

ones in our community warm this winter by donating 

adult and children sized gloves, hats, scarves and 

socks.  All donations will be distributed to our 

Elementary, Jr High and High School where there is 

a real need.  We are so grateful and blessed by your 

thoughtfulness and love shown for this worthy 

project!    

  

THE MEMORY TREE is in the overflow room.  If you 

have a person in your family who has passed away this 

year (2020) and would like an ornament placed on the 

tree in their memory, please let us know by placing the 

name and the date of their passing on the flap on the 

Sunday bulletin or contact the church office at 785-448-

3452.  The beautiful snow globe ornaments were 

created by Paula Sjorlund.  A reminder that if you 

request an ornament or see that your loved one’s name 

is on the memory tree, please be sure to pick it up after 

Christmas for your keepsake.    

 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

The Office will be closed from Monday, December 28 

thru Thursday, December 31 for Christmas.  If you 

need a Pastor, you may contact Chris at 503-474-7965 

or Ryan at 325-812-1629.  Please leave them a 

message and your number and they will be glad to 

return your call. 

 

 



 

DECEMBER EVENTS 2020 CALENDAR  

HERE’S TO A BLESSED CHRISTMAS SEASON  
 

• Sunday, December 13 following the 10:30 a.m. Worship Service the Pastoring 

Team will meet.  David Bilderback, Chairman 

• SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13 IS THE ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

The Christmas Program will be held at First Christian Church in 

the Sanctuary beginning at 5:00 p.m.  Practice for the program 

will be held during Roots Program on Wednesday, December 9 

from 5:30 – 7:00 p.m.  Please have them there if you wish for your 

child(ren) to be in the Christmas program.  A dress rehearsal will 

be Sunday, December 13 at 3:00 p.m.  Please contact Children & 

Youth Leader Kristina Traxson for questions regarding the 

Christmas Program at 448-8684.     

   Our plan is to move forward with the Children’s Program in-person and live streamed. 

If we have a major surge in illnesses locally, we will move to only having the live stream.  

There will be a chili and cinnamon roll feed following the Christmas Program in place of 

the “Tasters Party.” This is also pending that cases do not surge locally.  Please contact 

FCC if you would like to order a meal to be delivered to your home.  The delivery is for 

the sick, shut-ins and those at high risk of contracting COVID-19.  

• Thursday, December 17 the Care Team will meet at 7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship 

Hall.  Doug Meyer Chairman 

• Sunday, December 20 following the 10:30 a.m. Worship Service the Education 

Team will meet.  Ryan McDonald Chairman 

• Monday, December 21 the Harvesters Food Drive is scheduled at 2:00 p.m. at 

the Quonset Hut.   

• THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2020 | CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 

Bring your family, friends and neighbors and join us as we 

celebrate the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ at First Christian 

Church.  We will meet in the Sanctuary where we will have two 

candlelight services.  Our Traditional Service will begin at 4:00 

p.m. and the Contemporary Service will begin at 6:00 p.m.  

• Sunday, December 27 following the 10:30 a.m. Worship Service the Worship 

Team will meet.  Carmen Powls, Chairwoman 

 

 



 

     

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

    

  

  

 

  

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH ELDERS (*Chairman)  

Gary Benjamin: 785-204-2034 | Dave Bilderback: 785-304-0903    

Cody Clark: 785- 448-8093 | Doug Meyer: 913-909-7680   

Jason Sjorlund: 785-448-7660 | *Nathan Wiehl: 785-204-2178   
           

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH DEACONS (*Chairman)  

*Jeff Barnes: 785-304-4328 | Jon Born: 620-340-7784 | Dane Byerley: 785-304-2831 

Mike Croucher: 785-448-8077 | James Dodd: 785-418-5479 | Karl Hurt: 785-650-4797 

Ben King: 785-448-4355 | Royce Powelson: 785-418-5020 | Joe Ray: 785-304-6835 

Aaron Tucker: 316-573-1974 | Lynn Wilson: 785-448-8465 
  

Chris Goetz, Senior Pastor | Cell: 503-474-7965 | Email: chris@fccgarnett.org  

Ryan McDonald, Youth Pastor | Cell:  325-812-1629 | Email: ryan@fccgarnett.org  

Kristina Traxson, Children & Youth Leader | Cell: 785-448-8684   

Email: Kristina_marie_sommer@yahoo.com  


