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    1 Peter 3:15 “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks 

you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness 

and respect.”   

  How would Jesus interact with the neighbors?” I believe He would live out 

an authentic faith. Talk is cheap. And living out an authentic faith takes more 

than just words. Jesus didn’t just say he loved the world; he showed it by 

being a servant. Jesus served the blind by restoring sight, he served lepers 

by restoring health, and in the ultimate act of servanthood, he gave his life to 

pay for the sins of the world.  

  When we sacrificially serve others as Jesus did, it opens up hearts otherwise closed to the 

gospel. Remember  

Matthew 5:16: “Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify 

your Father in heaven.”  

  The Greek word for good doesn’t just refer to good as opposed to bad; it means winsome and 

attractive. Our authentic acts of service are attractive and can draw others toward Christ. 

  If Jesus lived in my house, his authentic living would include a compassion radar. What do your 

neighbors need? Maybe an elderly neighbor would be grateful if you ran errands. Perhaps a 

single mom needs babysitting. Or maybe a lonely kid needs to shoot baskets.  

  Serving those around us is one aspect of living authentic faith. Living the “what you see is what 

you get way.” Jesus lived a life of consistency between his beliefs and his behavior.  

  The question is, “What do our neighbors see in us?” If your neighbors know you are a Christian, 

if they know you go to church, they have their Hypocrisy Radar scanning your life. What are 

they looking for? They are watching out for a holier-than-thou attitude, a phony smiley face that 

pretends everything is great when really your out of toilet paper and can’t get a haircut. They 

are looking to see if your life matches your faith. What do they see?  

  Christianity was confusing to me even as a child. People said one thing but did another. They 

appeared very spiritual in public but were abusive in private. There was such a discrepancy that 

I came to be a skeptic of Christianity, and I did not want to be associated with a church for a 

season of my life. 
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  When I was in question of God, I needed to see people whose actions matched what they said. 

I was not looking for perfect, I was looking for real. Integrity is the word that comes to mind. I 

needed to hear real people talk about real life, and I needed to know if God is—or can be—a 

part of real life. 

  I needed to know if he cares about the wounds I have? Does he care that I need a place to 

live? Can I ever be a whole and healthy person?  I needed a church that I couldn’t understand 

the caring I received. I needed a place where leaders don’t seem afraid of questions. They don’t 

say things like, “You just have to have faith” or “You need to pray more.” They don’t seem to be 

afraid to tell who they are. They seem genuine.  Remember we are not the ones doing the work 

on people… it is God’s job to do the work.  Our job is to be REAL faithful messengers of the 

Truth. 

  People in this world are asking every Christian: “Do you understand that you represent Jesus 

to me? 

  The good news is that you and I can do this! We don’t need a PhD in theology to live authentic 

lives of faith.  Open the door to God’s unexpected adventures and the opportunities he 

orchestrates for us to explain the truth of Christ to others. Our role is this: to be ready and 

willing—because God is always able. After all, He is the great evangelist; we’re merely the tools 

he uses to fulfill his mission of redeeming the world, one person at a time. 

  "May the world see hope when it looks at God’s people. May the world see the church is not a 

building or steeple. May the world find Faith in Jesus’ death and resurrection, May the world 

find Joy in a time of dejection. May 2020 be known as the year of survival,  But not only that 

- Let it start a revival.” (How the Virus Stole Easter By Kristi Bothur) 
 

 

WE ARE THE CHURCH – WE ARE THE COMMUNITY – WE ARE THE FAMILY 

 The Elders are asking that you continue to be faithful in your giving.  This will keep the 

church helping many needs in our community during this challenging time.  Donations 

can be made at fccgarnett.breezechms.com/give/online or mailed to the church office at 

PO Box 126, Garnett, KS. 66032. 

 All further cancelations and notices will be posted on our Facebook page (First Christian 

Church of Garnett) and sent out through a mass text message through our Breeze 

program.  If you don’t think you are or would like to be on the mass text message please 

notify Marsha Dulin at 448-4367 or the church office of your current cell phone 

number.  We are praying for your spiritual growth and your physical health as well! God 

bless! Chris 
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 ENCOURAGEMENT MESSAGE 

 FROM YOUTH PASTOR RYAN MCDONALD 

This Sunday, we celebrated the resurrection of our Lord, God, 

and King. Jesus is risen! After being beaten, mocked, spat at, 

crucified, and buried: three days later he rose from the grave, 

and now he is seated on the throne. He will reign forever, and 

everything remains in his control. In Philippians 2:9-11, the 

Apostle Paul writes, “Therefore God has highly exalted him 

(Jesus) and bestowed upon him the name that is above every 

name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in 

heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue 

confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Jesus is exalted above all, and reigns over everything. Church, 

in this time where there is confusion and lack of understanding, and it feels like so many things 

are outside of our control; we must remember one thing: Christ is still on the throne. Church, I 

know that this time is difficult and frustrating, but this time will pass. In the midst of all the chaos 

and you might feel like things are hopeless, remember, Christ is on the throne, and He is in 

control. In love and encouragement, Pastor Ryan (and Baxter) 

 

Life is but a stopping place. A pause in what's to be. A resting place 

along the road to sweet eternity.  We all have different journeys. 

Different paths along the way. We all were meant to learn some 

things but never meant to stay. Our destination is a place far greater 

than we know.  For some the journeys quicker. For some the 

journeys slow.  And when the journey finally ends we'll claim a great 

reward. And find an everlasting peace together with the LORD.  

Author unknown 

 Our Sympathy to the family of Marie Donaldson who passed away Monday, April 6, 2020, at 

Tanglewood Nursing and Rehabilitation in Topeka, Kansas, at the age of 93. Marie was a long-

time member of the First Christian Church of Garnett. She enjoyed quilting for many years and 

shared many of her handmade quilts with family members.  A graveside service will take place 

at Garnett Cemetery at a later date. 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to the family and friends as they go through this time.   

May God bless and give them the comfort they need now. 

 

 

 

 



For the present time we are asking that you please send your 

prayer requests to Secretary, Marsha Dulin by Email: 

marsha@fccgarnett.org | Cell: 785-448-4367 ~ Pastor Chris 

Goetz by Email: chris@fccgarnett.org | Cell: 503-474-7965 ~ 

Youth Pastor Ryan McDonald by Email: ryan@fccgarnett.org 

| Cell: 325-812-1629 ~ Kristina Sommer by Email: Kristina_marie_sommer@yahoo.com | Cell: 

785-448-8684 or Doug Meyer by Email: d709meyer@yahoo.com | Cell: 913-909-7680 
 

Prayer requests are listed for 3 weeks.  If you wish to have it on again please call or email. 

Our Church Families | Friends 

April 12 – Week 1: the family of Marie Donaldson ~ Florence Viele | mother of a friend of Becky 

Allen 

April 5 – Week 2: Darwin & Mary Hamilton ~ Bryan Goetz | brother of Chris Goetz ~ Brilee Horn 

and colleagues at Stormont-Vail Hospital in Topeka | granddaughter of Rick & Nancy Horn ~ 

the families of Willis Kramer, Ona Mae Hunt, Morris Herde and June Cooper 

March 29 – Week 3: Psalm 56:9 reminds us, “The very moment I call to you for a Father’s help 

the tide of the battle turns and my enemies flee. The one thing I know: God is on my side.” 

Families and Friends Long Term: Ethan Adams | grandson of Phyllis Evans ~ Roger & Phyllis 

Adams ~ Claron Benjamin | dad of Sandra Hamilton ~ Shawn Benjamin | son of Claron & Sherry 

Benjamin ~ Sara Blow ~ Tanya Coltrane | daughter of Max & Deb Worthington ~ Ardis Comfort 

| Gayla Corley ~ Dorothy | Barbara Ratliff ~ Darwin & Mary Hamilton ~ Clarence Hermann ~ 

Claire & Judith Mays | Barbara Ratliff ~ Wilma McIntosh and all my family ~ Holly Meliza | 

daughter of Bob Meliza ~ Becky Roush | Carol Hermreck & Carolyn Schuster ~ Iona Sweers ~ 

Gloria Trumpp | Mary Hamilton ~ Jeffrey Yost | son of Tom & Sharon Yost by Mary Hamilton ~ 

Maurice & Carol White and Tanya | brother & wife and niece of Loydene West ~ Judy, Cindy 

Witt, Rochelle, Marsha Shelor | Gayla Corley 

Loved Ones in Care Centers: Guest Home Estates: Ruth Gorrell ~ Residential Living Center: 

Jim Jordan ~ Parkview Heights: Jean Brown, Ruby Schuster, Ruth Allen, Gladys Young 

Our Veterans and Military (*In States): Air Force: Matthew Schryer | nephew of Marcia Spring 

~ *Nicholas L Wales | grandson of Orville & LaVerne Cole ~ *Jesse Hale | nephew of Rosemary 

Turner ~ Army: *Thad Dodds | grandson of Alice Chase ~ *Dustin Worthington | grandson of 

Max & Deb Worthington ~ *Ethan Bilderback | grandson of Dave & Janette Bilderback ~ *Nick 

Watkins | son of Steve Watkins ~ *BJ Moody | grandson of Tom & Janice Tush ~ *Zach Wilper | 

son of William and Sarah Hulcy ~ Marines:  Spencer Guyett | great grandson of Alice Chase ~ 

Navy: *Dyllon & *Alyssa Morford | granddaughter of Les & Lennet Thomas and husband ~ Coast 

Guard: *Joseph, *Matthew & *Jacob Ferguson | sons of Jerry & Karen Ferguson and grandsons 

of Howard & Doris Wilson 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION!  HARVESTER’S FOOD DISTRIBUTION IN APRIL 

The food distribution from Harvester's Food will be held Thursday April 23 starting 

at 2:00 p.m. at the North Lake Quonset Hut.    You will need to practice COVID-

19 precautions. STAY in your vehicle | ONLY 1 household per vehicle | you will 

roll up your window at the check point & show your driver’s license. The food will be placed in 

your trunk or pickup bed, so please have that area cleared for the box of food.  PLEASE 

FOLLOW ALL THE GUIDELINES and BE SAFE!!! 
 

This year Easter was extra special.  It will be remembered as the Easter 

we had to “stay apart.”  But with Jesus in our hearts we came together 

still to WORSHIP HIM and to PRAISE HIM!...And to have a little fun…    

Due to the stay-at-home order Easter took on an extra meaning for 

families and church goers.  Due to the predicted rain the Ministerial 

Alliances 8:00 a.m. Community Services and the First Christian Church 

Drive-In service were canceled and streamlined on Facebook and on the 

radio 99.9.  Hopefully many of you were able to watch the services on line 

or listen to the radio.  

Easter is one of those holidays usually spent with families and friends.  This year with the stay-

at-home order it was a bit of a challenge - but it was an amazingly wonderful Easter!  Families 

and friends still shared their traditions just differently.   

~ This past week Facebook put up a post: “Light up the Night with Crosses 

for Easter.” It went viral not only in Garnett but other towns and states.  

~ We had parents hiding Easter eggs and jelly beans that grow into 

suckers overnight in the dark not only in their yards but their neighbor’s 

yards as well so when the little ones woke up their lawns were bright with 

eggs full of candy.  

~ We had an Easter Bunny and 2 chickens on dirt bikes sharing their love 

for children and 400 Easter eggs throughout the town.  Thank you, guys!   

~ Families were having face time or calling loved ones on the phone to 

wish them Happy Easter / making signs and going to the care centers or 

parents and grandparent’s homes and talking thru the glass windows to 

say I love you, be strong and to encourage them that this to will pass.   

~ Progressive front porch dinners where each made a portion of the meal 

and then delivered to each other porches.   

~ Families together coloring eggs and having an Easter egg hunt in the 

house, having a sit-down meal at the dinner table and playing games.   

Our God is Alive... we praise HIM.                                                               

I hope you had a great Easter! Marsha Dulin 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

PASTORS 

Chris Goetz, Senior Pastor | Phone: 503-474-7965 | Email: chris@fccgarnett.org 

Ryan McDonald, Youth Pastor | Phone:  325-812-1629 | Email: ryan@fccgarnett.org 

 

SECRETARY 

Marsha Dulin, Secretary | Office: 785-448-3452 | Cell Phone: 785-448-4367 

 Email: marsha@fccgarnett.org 

 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH ELDERS (*Chairman) 

David Bilderback: 785-304-0903 | Cody Clark: 785- 448-8093 | *Kevin Lewis: 785-204-2257 

Doug Meyer: 913-909-7680 | Nathan Wiehl: 785-204-2178 | Mike Zentner: 785-204-1105 

      

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH DEACONS (*Chairman) 

Ron Anderegg: 785-448-4537 | Jeff Barnes: 785-304-4328 | *Jonathan Born: 620-340-7784 

Craig Cole: 785-448-4504 | Mike Croucher: 785-448-8077 | James Dodd: 785-418-5479  

Dan Dulin: 785-204-1185 | Greg Gwin: 785-229-5105 | Aaron Hedrick 785-304-1236  

Karl Hurt: 785-650-4797 | Ben King: 785-448-4355 | Bill Ratliff: 785-248-3854  

Lynn Wilson 785-448-3451 
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