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The Way of Gratitude 

  1 John 4:10 “This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his 

Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.”  

  It doesn’t matter how good we try to be; what’s important is how good God is. He 

loved us before we did anything. He doesn’t demand that we become Super 

Christians. All he wants for us to do is to love him in return. 

  God doesn’t want you living like a slave—reading the Bible, praying, going to 

church, serving in a ministry, paying your tithe in order to justify yourself to God. 

Those activities aren’t bad things to do—they’re good things, except if we do them with the wrong 

motives. God wants you to relax in his grace. To give out of gratitude. To read the Bible and pray out 

of a sincere desire to draw closer to the God who loves you so much. To go to church because you 

want to worship the God of grace. To live in obedience motivated by love. 

  Matthew 11:28 

 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.”  

  The Greek word for rest means “to revive or restore.” In other words, God is offering to revive us from 

the inside out—to free us from the relentless pressure of trying to prove God was right, after all, when 

he invited us into his Home. 

  Another way that people can react to the free toll on the highway of life is with a smile and gratitude. 

That’s what God wants from us when we receive his infinitely valuable gift of forgiveness and eternal 

life. We don’t have to earn it on the front end or try to prove ourselves worthy on the back end. We’re 

just sinners who are thrilled to have been saved by grace! 

  Which kind of driver are you? Are you the one who insists on trying to pay for a gift that’s already been 

paid for and has a price tag so high that you could never afford it? Or are you the one who received 

the gift but is now caught on the performance treadmill, trying to pay God back for something you could 

never repay? Or are you someone who has gratefully received the free gift with joy and thanksgiving? 

It’s this person, who has truly embraced the message of Christ and found their way home to God.   

  We get ensnared in the performance trap! And this same trap is where so many of us become 

legalists—following all the rules perfectly to keep God happy and condemning others because they 

aren’t trying as hard as us. The truth is, Jesus grace liberates us, but our performance imprisons us. 

1 Peter 3:18: “For indeed Christ died for sins once for all, the Just and Righteous for the unjust and 

unrighteous so that He might bring us to God.” 

http://www.fccgarnett.org/


For the present time we are asking that you please send your 

prayer requests to Secretary, Marsha Dulin by Email: 

marsha@fccgarnett.org | Cell: 785-448-4367 ~ Pastor Chris 

Goetz by Email: chris@fccgarnett.org | Cell: 503-474-7965 ~ 

Youth Pastor Ryan McDonald by Email: ryan@fccgarnett.org 

| Cell: 325-812-1629 ~ Kristina Sommer by Email: Kristina_marie_sommer@yahoo.com | Cell: 

785-448-8684 or Doug Meyer by Email: d709meyer@yahoo.com | Cell: 913-909-7680 
 

Prayer requests are listed for 3 weeks.  If you wish to have it on again please call or email. 

Our Church Families | Friends 

April 5 – Week 1: Darwin & Mary Hamilton ~ Bryan Goetz | brother of Chris Goetz ~ Brilee Horn 

and colleagues at Stormont-Vail Hospital in Topeka | granddaughter of Rick & Nancy Horn ~ 

the families of Willis Kramer, Ona Mae Hunt, Morris Herde and June Cooper 

March 29 – Week 2: Psalm 56:9 reminds us, “The very moment I call to you for a Father’s help 

the tide of the battle turns and my enemies flee. The one thing I know: God is on my side.” 

March 22 – Week 3: The family of Dick & Velva Wilson ~ Taylor & brother Ryker May | great 

grandchildren of Howard and Donna Williams  

Families and Friends Long Term: Ethan Adams | grandson of Phyllis Evans ~ Roger & Phyllis 

Adams ~ Claron Benjamin | dad of Sandra Hamilton ~ Shawn Benjamin | son of Claron & Sherry 

Benjamin ~ Sara Blow ~ Tanya Coltrane | daughter of Max & Deb Worthington ~ Ardis Comfort 

| Gayla Corley ~ Dorothy | Barbara Ratliff ~ Darwin & Mary Hamilton ~ Clarence Hermann ~ 

Claire & Judith Mays | Barbara Ratliff ~ Wilma McIntosh and all my family ~ Holly Meliza | 

daughter of Bob Meliza ~ Becky Roush | Carol Hermreck & Carolyn Schuster ~ Gloria Trumpp 

| Mary Hamilton ~ Jeffrey Yost | son of Tom & Sharon Yost by Mary Hamilton ~ Maurice & Carol 

White and Tanya | brother & wife and niece of Loydene West ~ Judy, Cindy Witt, Rochelle, 

Marsha Shelor | Gayla Corley 

Loved Ones in Care Centers: Guest Home Estates: Ruth Gorrell ~ Residential Living Center: 

Jim Jordan ~ Parkview Heights: Jean Brown, Ruby Schuster, Ruth Allen, Gladys Young, Marie 

Donaldson 

Our Veterans and Military (*In States): Air Force: Matthew Schryer | nephew of Marcia Spring 

~ *Nicholas L Wales | grandson of Orville & LaVerne Cole ~ *Jesse Hale | nephew of Rosemary 

Turner ~ Army: *Thad Dodds | grandson of Alice Chase ~ *Dustin Worthington | grandson of 

Max & Deb Worthington ~ *Ethan Bilderback | grandson of Dave & Janette Bilderback ~ *Nick 

Watkins | son of Steve Watkins ~ *BJ Moody | grandson of Tom & Janice Tush ~ *Zach Wilper | 

son of William and Sarah Hulcy ~ Marines:  Spencer Guyett | great grandson of Alice Chase ~ 

Navy: *Dyllon & *Alyssa Morford | granddaughter of Les & Lennet Thomas and husband ~ Coast 

Guard: *Joseph, *Matthew & *Jacob Ferguson | sons of Jerry & Karen Ferguson and grandsons 

of Howard & Doris Wilson 
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A MESSAGE OF ENCOURAGEMENT FROM YOUTH PASTOR RYAN MCDONALD 

   James, the brother of Jesus, writes in the first chapter of his letter: 

“Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 

for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. 

And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and 

complete, lacking in nothing.”  

   James encourages us to consider our trials and tests with joy. 

Because he knows that in the same way that we test a precious 

metal to prove its authenticity; when our faith is tested and put 

through trials, it shows its authenticity. When we are tested, and 

proved authentic, we are an immovable, unwavering force. Church, 

when we become a collective steadfast movement, then we are “perfect” meaning we are made 

complete to do the work that God has called us to do. So, Church, during this time of testing let 

your faith be proven authentic and steadfast, so that we can continue to do the work that God 

has called us to do.  With love and encouragement, Pastor Ryan 

 

WE ARE THE CHURCH – WE ARE THE COMMUNITY – WE ARE THE FAMILY 

 The Elders are asking that you be faithful in your giving.  This will keep the church helping 

many needs in our community during this challenging time.  Donations can be made 

at fccgarnett.breezechms.com/give/online or mailed to the church office PO Box 126, 

Garnett, Ks. 66032. 

 Also take note that further cancelations and notices will be posted on our Facebook page 

(First Christian Church of Garnett) and sent out through a mass text message through 

our Breeze program.  If you don’t think you are or would like to be on the mass text 

message please notify Marsha Dulin at 448-4367 or the church office of your current cell 

phone number.  We are praying for your spiritual growth and your physical health as well! 

God bless! Chris 

 

APRIL NOTES: UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE THESE GROUPS WILL NOT BE GATHERING: 

• Monday and Wednesday Christian Woodworkers 

• Monday and Thursday Faith-Fun-Fitness  

• Tuesday Prayer Team 

• Wednesday Christian Crafters 

• Wednesday ROOTS Children after school program 

• Thursday Born Life Group 

• Forged Father & Son Hidden Haven Retreat April 17 & 18 cancelled until Fall. 

 

http://fccgarnett.breezechms.com/give/online


IMPORTANT INFORMATION!  A 2ND HARVESTER’S FOOD DISTRIBUTION IN APRIL 

There will be a 2nd food distribution from Harvester's Food on Thursday 

April 9 starting at 2:00 p.m. at the North Lake Quonset Hut for: Anderson 

County Residence ONLY | You must meet the income guidelines | and you 

DID NOT receive food at the March 26th distribution.   

There WILL BE another food distribution on April 23 starting at 2:00 p.m.  which is the usual 

monthly delivery in Garnett.   

You will need to practice COVID-19 precautions. STAY in your vehicle | ONLY 1 household per 

vehicle | you will roll up your window at the check point & show your driver’s license. The food 

will be placed in your trunk or pickup bed, so please have that area cleared for the box of food.  

PLEASE FOLLOW ALL THE GUIDELINES and BE SAFE!!! 
 

Life is but a stopping place. A pause in what's to be. A resting place along the road to 

sweet eternity.  We all have different journeys. Different paths along the way. We all were 

meant to learn some things but never meant to stay. Our destination is a place far greater 

than we know.  For some the journeys quicker. For some the journeys slow.  And when 

the journey finally ends we'll claim a great reward. And find an everlasting peace together 

with the LORD.  Author unknown 

 Our Sympathy to the families of  

† Willis (Willie) Kramer, age 91 passed away surrounded by his family Tuesday, March 31.  

His Memorial Services will be at a later date. The family suggests memorial contributions 

to the American Cancer Society. Willis was the father of Sandy Lewis.  Condolences may 

be sent to Kevin & Sandy Lewis - 312 North Oak - Garnett 66032   
 

† Ona Mae Hunt formerly of Harris, KS passed away last week at Pioneer Ridge Assisted 

Living in Lawrence Ks.  A family graveside service will be held.  Condolences may be sent 

to Jon Hunt (son) at 411 Country Club Ct., Lawrence, KS  66044.   
 

† Morris Herde, age 85 of Kaw City, OK passed away Tuesday, March 31.  Morris was the 

father of Pastor Darrel Herde.  Condolences may be sent to Darrel & Michal at: 417 

Dickenson St - Wiggins, CO 80654 
 

† June Cooper, age 85, of Garnett, Kansas passed away Saturday, April 4, 2020 at 

Parkview Heights.  Private family services will be held with a celebration of June's life to 

be held at a later date.  The family suggests memorial contributions be made to Parkview 

Heights.   June was the wife of Jim Cooper.  Condolences may be sent to Jim Cooper - 9 

Country Club Lane - Garnett 66032-1871  
 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to their families and friends as they go through this time.  

May God bless and give them the comfort they need now. 



GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE / EASTER MORNING DRIVE-IN COMMUNITY SERVICE  

SPONSERED BY THE MINISTERIAL ALLIANCE WILL BE HELD 
 

2 Corinthians 5:15  - And he died for all, that those who live 

should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for 

them and was raised again. 

• A Community Good Friday Service will be held online 

Friday, April 10, beginning at 12:00 p.m.   

• It will be on the Facebook page named “Garnett Ministerial 

Alliance.” 
 

WE HOPE THAT YOU WILL JOIN US AS WE WORSHIP AND CELEBRATE  

THAT JESUS CHRIST IS RISEN INDEED! 

A “live” Drive-In Community Easter morning service is 

planned for Sunday, April 12 beginning at 8:00 a.m.  (This is 

in lieu of the Sunrise Service) 

 The service will be held in the Anderson County Jr / Sr High 

School parking lot.   

 We are asking that everyone stay in their vehicles (with 

windows raised) and tune your radio station to our local station 

99.9FM.  

 If you chose to stay home and are located within a mile, 

you should still be able to tune in to 99.9FM and listen to the 

service.  

  

EASTER CELEBRATION:   

HE IS NOT HERE…HE HAS RISEN! 

† FCC Drive-in Easter Worship Celebration Service is 

 planned for Sunday, April 12th beginning at 10:30 a.m. 

† The service will be held in the Anderson County Jr / Sr. 

 High School parking lot.   

† This is a drive-in worship service and are asking that 

 everyone stay in their vehicles (with windows raised) and 

 tune your radio station to our local station 99.9FM. This is 

 still not as good as fellowshipping in person it is a great 

 compromise for this special occasion.  

†  We are taking up a special Easter Offering in unmanned 

 buckets at the exits to maintain our social distance.   

http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/niv/2-corinthians/5/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

PASTORS 

Chris Goetz, Senior Pastor | Phone: 503-474-7965 | Email: chris@fccgarnett.org 

Ryan McDonald, Youth Pastor | Phone:  325-812-1629 | Email: ryan@fccgarnett.org 

 

SECRETARY 

Marsha Dulin, Secretary | Office: 785-448-3452 | Cell Phone: 785-448-4367 

 Email: marsha@fccgarnett.org 

 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH ELDERS (*Chairman) 

David Bilderback: 785-304-0903 | Cody Clark: 785- 448-8093 | *Kevin Lewis: 785-204-2257 

Doug Meyer: 913-909-7680 | Nathan Wiehl: 785-204-2178 | Mike Zentner: 785-204-1105 

      

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH DEACONS (*Chairman) 

Ron Anderegg: 785-448-4537 | Jeff Barnes: 785-304-4328 | *Jonathan Born: 620-340-7784 

Craig Cole: 785-448-4504 | Mike Croucher: 785-448-8077 | James Dodd: 785-418-5479  

Dan Dulin: 785-204-1185 | Greg Gwin: 785-229-5105 | Aaron Hedrick 785-304-1236  

Karl Hurt: 785-650-4797 | Ben King: 785-448-4355 | Bill Ratliff: 785-248-3854  

Lynn Wilson 785-448-3451 
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