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  In our darkest times there is only one place we need to turn!  His name is 

JESUS!  Easter is approaching and we are looking less and less likely that 

we are going to get to have a service in our building.  This is okay… I 

guess… If we have to… actually it is super lame.  That being said.  We 

need to protect our seniors and those who are higher risk to get this 

virus.  So making the most out of our situation we must focus our minds 

on what is higher!  Easter season is the time of year we give even more 

attention to the significants of what Jesus did for each of us!  His great 

sacrifice should be on each of our minds!  Today, lets focus on the defense of Jesus: 

  In 1 Corinthians 15:3–7, “For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that 

Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on 

the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas [Peter] and then to 

the Twelve. After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the 

same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to 

James, then to all the apostles.”  

  What’s important is the timeline that resurrection scholar Gary Habermas has developed: 

Jesus was crucified in AD 30 or 33. Paul wrote 1 Corinthians in about AD 54 or 55, or within 

twenty-five years of Jesus’ execution. Paul used the past tense, which suggests he had given 

the church in Corinth this creed earlier, which gives even more credibility.  

 This means Paul was given the creed one to six years after the crucifixion—but most probably 

between AD 34 and 36 AD! By then, it was already in creedal form, and therefore the beliefs 

that make up the creed go back even further! Historian  

  James D. G. Dunn concluded, “This tradition, we can be entirely confident, was formulated as 

tradition within months of Jesus’ death.”  

 So, there’s no big time gap between the death of Jesus and the subsequent development of a 

legend that he rose from the dead. This is like a news flash that goes right back to the scene! 

This is historical gold. The creed’s historical credentials are so impressive that even one of the 

few Jewish New Testament scholars, Pinchas Lapide, is quoted in The Case for Christ, saying 

that it “may be considered as a statement of eyewitnesses.”  
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  Paul: Our second ancient source is Paul’s testimony about the disciples. Paul came to know 

some of the apostles personally, including Peter, James, and John.  

  Paul said in 1 Corinthians 15:11, regarding resurrection, that “whether, then, it is I or they, this 

is what we preach, and this is what you believed.” Paul was confirming the belief of the disciples 

that they encountered the resurrected Jesus, too. 

  Sermon Summaries in Acts: Even skeptical scholars will admit that the book of Acts contains 

summaries of the sermons of the early church. And what were they focused on? The 

resurrection. Peter himself said in Acts 2:32: “God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all 

witnesses of it.” Three thousand people agreed—and the church was born. 

4, 5, 6, and 7. The Four Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John confirm that the disciples 

encountered the risen Jesus. Craig Evans said, “There’s every reason to conclude that the 

Gospels have fairly and accurately reported the essential elements of Jesus’ teachings, life, 

death, and resurrection. They’re early enough, they’re rooted into the right streams that go back 

to Jesus and the original people, there’s continuity, there’s proximity, there’s verification of 

certain distinct points with archaeology and other documents, and then there’s the inner logic.”  

8. Clement: We have the testimony of some early church fathers who knew the apostles 

personally and heard what they taught about the resurrection. Clement, who was ordained by 

Peter, wrote a letter to the Corinthians in the first century, saying: “[The apostles had] complete 

certainty caused by the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  

9. Polycarp: He was appointed by John as bishop of Smyrna. He wrote a letter to the Philippians 

in which he mentioned the resurrection no fewer than five times. Referring to Paul and the other 

apostles, he said: “For they did not love the present age, but him who died for our benefit and 

for our sake was raised by God.” 

  So here we have nine ancient sources that reflect multiple early testimonies to the disciples’ 

conviction that they had encountered the resurrected Jesus. The evidence is powerful and 

persuasive—and, I might add, almost overwhelming. But think about that: We have 

overwhelming evidence to back up our faith! 

  Jesus really did rise from the dead, and this proves that he was who he claimed to be—the 

unique Son of God. It means his teachings have authority for our lives today. And it means he 

has opened heaven to everyone who will receive the free gift of forgiveness and eternal life he 

purchased for us on the cross.  Why? Why did he do it? The God of the universe loves you and 

me with such intensity and power that he willingly entered our world and endured torture and 

death in order to redeem us.   

  I hope you’ve encountered that love and forgiveness with God. If not, please talk with me! And 

together let’s keep exploring the evidence for Christ and allow its truths to penetrate our hearts 

and strengthen our faith!  TURN YOUR EYES TO JESUS! 



For the present time we are asking that you please 

send your prayer requests to Secretary, Marsha 

Dulin by Email: marsha@fccgarnett.org | Cell: 

785-448-4367 ~ Pastor Chris Goetz by Email: 

chris@fccgarnett.org | Cell: 503-474-7965 ~ 

Youth Pastor Ryan McDonald by Email: ryan@fccgarnett.org | Cell: 325-812-1629 ~ Kristina 

Sommer by Email: Kristina_marie_sommer@yahoo.com | Cell: 785-448-8684 or Doug Meyer 

by Email: d709meyer@yahoo.com | Cell: 913-909-7680 
 

Prayer requests are listed for 3 weeks.  If you wish to have it on again please call or email. 

Our Church Families | Friends 

March 29 – Week 1: All of FCC families, FCC friends, FCC Elders, FCC Board, FCC Pastors 

March 22 – Week 2: The family of Dick & Velva Wilson ~ Taylor & brother Ryker May | great 

grandchildren of Howard and Donna Williams ~  

March 15 – Week 3: Jeanine Zentner ~ Doug Linder ~ Darwin & Mary Hamilton 
 

Families and Friends Long Term 

Ethan Adams | grandson of Phyllis Evans ~ Roger & Phyllis Adams ~ Claron Benjamin | dad of 

Sandra Hamilton ~ Shawn Benjamin | son of Claron & Sherry Benjamin ~ Sara Blow ~ Tanya 

Coltrane | daughter of Max & Deb Worthington ~ Ardis Comfort | Gayla Corley ~ Dorothy | 

Barbara Ratliff ~ Willis & Ethel Kramer | parents of Sandy Lewis ~ Darwin & Mary Hamilton ~ 

Clarence Hermann ~ Claire & Judith Mays | Barbara Ratliff ~ Wilma McIntosh and all my family 

~ Holly Meliza | daughter of Bob Meliza ~ Becky Roush | Carol Hermreck & Carolyn Schuster ~ 

Iona Sweers ~ Gloria Trumpp | Mary Hamilton ~ Jeffrey Yost | son of Tom & Sharon Yost by 

Mary Hamilton ~ Maurice & Carol White and Tanya | brother & wife and niece of Loydene West 

~ Judy, Cindy Witt, Rochelle, Marsha Shelor | Gayla Corley 

Loved Ones in Care Centers: Guest Home Estates: Ruth Gorrell ~ Residential Living Center: 

Jim Jordan ~ Parkview Heights: Jean Brown, Ruby Schuster, Ruth Allen, Gladys Young, Marie 

Donaldson 
 

Our Veterans and Military (*In States) 

Air Force: Matthew Schryer | nephew of Marcia Spring ~ *Nicholas L Wales | grandson of Orville 

& LaVerne Cole ~ *Jesse Hale | nephew of Rosemary Turner ~ Army: *Thad Dodds | grandson 

of Alice Chase ~ *Dustin Worthington | grandson of Max & Deb Worthington ~ *Ethan Bilderback 

| grandson of Dave & Janette Bilderback ~ *Nick Watkins | son of Steve Watkins ~ *BJ Moody | 

grandson of Tom & Janice Tush ~ *Zach Wilper | son of William and Sarah Hulcy ~ Marines:  

Spencer Guyett | great grandson of Alice Chase ~ Navy: *Dyllon & *Alyssa Morford | 

granddaughter of Les & Lennet Thomas and husband ~ Coast Guard: *Joseph, *Matthew & 

*Jacob Ferguson | sons of Jerry & Karen Ferguson and grandsons of Howard & Doris Wilson 
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Father, Psalm 56:9 reminds us, “The very moment I call to you for a Father’s help the tide of the 

battle turns and my enemies flee. The one thing I know: God is on my side.” Though there is 

great fear surrounding the threat of the coronavirus, we are assured that we have a Father in 

Heaven who is with us in all things. Father be with us all in the coming days and weeks as we 

know your light will shine through.  Amen 

 

Church Service Announcement 

FCC will not be having church service on April 5th.  We will 

Facebook live our sermon and if the power is on at the 

church we will have the service on our church website 

(www.fccgarnett.org) also!  Please abide by the stay at 

home order as best as possible and make every 

opportunity encourage and edify the Church!  Please call 

at least 5 people in our church family and 5 neighbors if 

you can spare the time.  Make this a special time for you family!  Make sure you turn off the 

technology for a time to teach your kids and to spend special time with your spouse!  God is a 

good God and he will use what seems bad at the moment for what is good!  Trust in Him and 

not in the media!  Trust in Him and not the government!  Trust that God has your best interest 

in mind and that he will take care of His people! 

 

A MESSAGE OF ENCOURAGEMENT FROM  

YOUTH PASTOR RYAN MCDONALD 

Yesterday, in our service, we went through Matthew 14:22-33. We 

talked about how Jesus comes to the disciples in their moment of 

distress and panic. The disciples had once again found themselves in 

the middle of a hurricane-like storm. Then Jesus comes to them on the 

water and says, “Fear not, it is I.” Now in this moment, Jesus isn’t just 

saying don’t be afraid because Jesus the man is with you, Jesus is 

saying don’t be afraid because the living and active God is with you. 

Now, Church, we in the same way must take courage and be not afraid 

of the storm that we currently face because Jesus, our Lord and King, the living, breathing, and 

active God is with us. He is working for us and through us in the midst of the storm. Church, I 

know that the storm is overwhelming right now, but I also know that my King has already claimed 

victory over it, so take courage because Christ is on the throne and he is the one who will take 

us through this storm. In love and encouragement, Pastor Ryan 
 

We Are the Church – We are the Community – We Are the Family 

 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/psalms/56-9.html
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 Monthly Financial Report for March 2020 

General Fund $14026.03 | New Building Fund $403.32  

Van Fund $2070.00 Current Van Total $16682.60 
 

The Elders are also asking that you be faithful in your giving.  This will 

keep the church helping many needs in our community in this challenging 

time.  Donations can be made at myeoffering.com or mailed to the 

church office PO Box 126, Garnett, Ks. 66032. 

  Further cancelations and notices will be posted on Facebook and sent out through a mass 

message through our breeze program.  If you don’t think you are or would like to be on the mass 

message please notify the church office of your current cell phone number.  We are praying for 

your spiritual growth and your physical health as well! God bless! 

 

"May God grant you all of life's blessings and love's joys." 

Congratulations to Joe and Autumn (Romig) Falk.  They were married at 

First Christian Church on Friday, March 20, 2020.  If you would like to send 

them your congratulations their new home address is:  

718 East Lincoln Lane Apt D - Gardner, KS 66030 

•  God has poured out His love into our hearts. – Romans 5:5 

•  Love is patient. Love is kind. Love never fails. – 1 Corinthians 13:4-13 

 

A huge THANK YOU to everyone for your prayers for me these past few 

weeks.  A special Thank you to the Elders and ministers for their prayers 

Tuesday morning.  I hope to be back to “normal” (whatever “normal” is) 

in a short time.  You are all such a blessing!  In love, Jeanine Zentner 

 

April Notes:  

1.  Until further notice these groups will not be gathering: 

 Monday and Wednesday Christian Woodworkers 

 Monday and Thursday Faith-Fun-Fitness  

 Tuesday Prayer Team 

 Wednesday Christian Crafters 

 Wednesday ROOTS Children after school program 

 Thursday Born Life Group 

 Forged Father & Son Hidden Haven Retreat April 17 & 18 cancelled until Fall. 

2.  There will not be an Elders Meeting or Board Meeting on Sunday April 5.   
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PASTORS 

Chris Goetz, Senior Pastor | Phone: 503-474-7965 | Email: chris@fccgarnett.org 

Ryan McDonald, Youth Pastor | Phone:  325-812-1629 | Email: ryan@fccgarnett.org 

 

SECRETARY 

Marsha Dulin, Secretary | Office: 785-448-3452 | Cell Phone: 785-448-4367 

 Email: marsha@fccgarnett.org 

 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH ELDERS (*Chairman) 

David Bilderback: 785-304-0903 | Cody Clark: 785- 448-8093 | *Kevin Lewis: 785-204-2257 

Doug Meyer: 913-909-7680 | Nathan Wiehl: 785-204-2178 | Mike Zentner: 785-204-1105 

      

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH DEACONS (*Chairman) 

Ron Anderegg: 785-448-4537 | Jeff Barnes: 785-304-4328 | *Jonathan Born: 620-340-7784 

Craig Cole: 785-448-4504 | Mike Croucher: 785-448-8077 | James Dodd: 785-418-5479  

Dan Dulin: 785-204-1185 | Greg Gwin: 785-229-5105 | Aaron Hedrick 785-304-1236  

Karl Hurt: 785-650-4797 | Ben King: 785-448-4355 | Bill Ratliff: 785-248-3854  

Lynn Wilson 785-448-3451 
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