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  Acts 8:26 He said, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 

  Acts 8:30–31: “Philip asked, ‘Do you understand what you are reading?’ The man replied, ‘How can I, unless someone 

explains it to me?’” 

 The Ethiopian had hit a spiritual sticking point — something that blocks their spiritual journey. An issue, an objection, a 

question, a concern that blocks their progress toward a spiritual breakthrough.  

  Have you ever felt that way? You hunger for a deep, authentic personal relationship with Christ, but something stunts 

your spiritual progress? You’re attracted to a relationship with the God of the universe, but there’s something you can’t 

seem to get past? You’re not alone!  

  Here are four spiritual sticking points that come up when investigating the Case for Christ. 

I Can’t Believe:  Even Thomas, Jesus disciple had a sticking point.  We hear it in John 20:25 “Unless I see the nail marks 

in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” 

Jeremiah 29:13 promises, “You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.” 

  A scientist named James Tour, head of the Nanoscience Center at Rice University, who said, “I build molecules for a 

living, I can’t begin to tell you how difficult that job is. I stand in awe of God because of what he has done through his 

creation. Only a rookie who knows nothing about science would say science takes away from faith. If you really study 

science, it will bring you closer to God.” If you can’t believe, I encourage you to seek God wholeheartedly! 

I Don’t Want to Believe: 

  Moral issues often get in the way of a person’s spiritual journey. Adulterous relationships, unethical business practices, 

Fear of radical life change or other sin.  Sometimes we love our sin more than we love the truth.  

John 3:19 tells us, “Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were 

evil.”  

  Anyone can find reasons not to believe if that is all they are looking for! 

 Many people don’t want God to change their lives, so they manufacture reasons not to believe!  Yet, others have the fear 

of intimacy. 

I Don’t Know What to Believe 

Acts 8:34–35 “The eunuch asked Philip, ‘Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or someone else?’ 

Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus”. 

  The key to accurately understanding the Bible is the same as the key to understanding any communication—you must 

study to determine what the writer actually meant. Since Jesus is King and Context is Queen!  

I Do Believe; Isn’t That Enough? 

  “I understand the gospel, and I believe it’s true. I still feel like I’m stuck. Something is holding me back from experiencing 

the kind of relationship with God that people talk about at church. Why does God seem to be distant from me? It’s not 

enough to just understand.  James 2:19 says, “You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—

and shudder.” 

It’s not enough just to nod our heads in intellectual agreement. John 1:12 “As many as received Him, to them He gave 

the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name” (NASB). 

  The story in Acts concludes with this:  

Acts 8:36–39 “As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, ‘Look, here is water. What 

can stand in the way of my being baptized?’ And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch 

went down into the water and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly 

took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing.” 

 What obstacles stand in your way? Now can be the time you get past your sticking points once and for all, if you’ll believe 

the truth, receive Christ, and become a child of God. 

First Christian Church of Garnett: 

http://www.fccgarnett.org/


Attendance | Financial Report March 15, 2020 

Sunday School ~ 50              8:00 a.m. Worship ~ 28         10:30 a.m. Worship ~ 98 

General Fund $2474 | To Date $11454  New Building Fund $40 | To Date $403 

Van Fund $10 |To Date $1850 (Current total: $18533) 
 

The Opportunity Class: The class didn’t meet Sunday.  Continued prayers 

requested for Phyllis Adams, Ruth Allen, Ruby Crumm and others fighting cancer, 

Nathan Gwin, Darwin & Mary Hamilton, Jim & Rosie Jordan, Reagan 

(granddaughter of Jim & Rosie), Carl Ulses, our pastor’s and families, our country’s leaders, our 

military and their families and our missionaries, Nathan and Becky Kowoch and Michelle 

Demoret.   

 The SOS Class:  There were eleven present Sunday, nine brought their Bible and eight were 

daily Bible readers. Prayers for Roger & Phyllis Adams, Shawn Benjamin, Ruby Crumm, Nathan 

Gwin, the Greg Mader family, Bob Meliza and Holly, Carol Richardson, Iona Sweers, Gene 

Watson, Loydene West and family, Lillian Wilcox, Dick & Velva Wilson and Jeanine Zentner and 

our nation. Burke Rogers opened the class with prayer then presented the lesson “The Rock, 

The Road and The Rabbi.”  Next week:  Session 6, page 103.  The class closed with the Lord’s 

Prayer.  

We at FCC want to take a moment to extend a very warm welcome to everyone 

who's visiting us this morning. Whether you're just having a look, or are 

searching out for a place to worship, we're delighted to have you here. 

Sherry Uhrich & Logan Uhrich daughter and grandson of Corky and Kay Wilson; Nathan Paris 

guest of Gaylon Corley family 

Blessings to you and your new baby girl! A baby girl, Hannah Bilderback was 

born to Raley Varner on Friday, January 10, 2020.  She weighed 6 lbs. 9 oz. 

Grandparents are Dave & Janette Bilderback.   

Church family, Thank you so much for the beautiful Lord’s Prayer plaque.  

It will be displayed for all to see in our home.  Your thoughtfulness is truly 

appreciated by our family.  Carol Richardson and family 
 

HELP OUR STUDENTS GET TO C.I.Y.  

This Summer, I (Pastor Ryan) will be taking 17 students to Indiana for CIY Move. This is a huge 

Christian conference for high school students.  It is at C.I.Y. that I have seen the most growth 

in students. The first fundraiser we are doing is an envelope wall. We have a wall in the hallway 

between the south door and the sanctuary that has envelopes on it. If you feel led to do so, we 

would greatly appreciate it if you would grab an envelope, fill it with the suggested amount on 

the front of the envelope, and put it in the mail slot of Ryan’s office door. Again, we do not want 

you to feel obligated to give, but we hope you give as the Lord leads. Any amount helps and is 

a huge blessing! Thank you so much, and God bless! 



Prayer requests are on for 3 weeks and then removed. If you 

wish to have it on again please write on the Sunday flap or 

contact Marsha Dulin | Office Phone: 785-448-3452 

Our Church Families | Friends 

March 15 – Week 1: I would like to thank everyone for their prayers and thoughts for Taylor May 

my great granddaughter. She is so much better and may be coming home soon. God is so good 

and gracious. Thank you, Lord. | Howard and Donna Williams ~ Jeanine Zentner ~ Doug Linder 

~ Darwin & Mary Hamilton 

March 8 – Week 2: Ginger Anderson | Aunt of Paula Sjorlund ~ Roger & Phyllis Adams family 

(traveling over spring break) ~ Mary Fagg | sister of Wilma McIntosh ~ Maurice & Carol White 

and Tanya | brother & wife and niece of Loydene West  

March 1 – Week 3: Claron Benjamin | dad of Sandra Hamilton ~ Wayne Linder | brother of Doug 

Linder ~ Carol Richardson and family ~ Judy, Cindy Witt, Rochelle, Marsha Shelor | Gayla Corley 
 

Families and Friends Long Term 

Ethan Adams | grandson of Phyllis Evans ~ Roger & Phyllis Adams ~ Claron Benjamin | dad of 

Sandra Hamilton ~ Shawn Benjamin | son of Claron & Sherry Benjamin ~ Sara Blow ~ Tanya 

Coltrane | daughter of Max & Deb Worthington ~ Ardis Comfort | Gayla Corley ~ Dorothy | 

Barbara Ratliff ~ Willis & Ethel Kramer | parents of Sandy Lewis ~ Missionaries Michelle Demoret 

& Becky & Nathan Kowach | niece and team of Shirley Modlin ~ Darwin & Mary Hamilton ~ 

Clarence Hermann ~ Claire & Judith Mays | Barbara Ratliff ~ Wilma McIntosh and all my family 

~ Holly Meliza | daughter of Bob Meliza ~ Becky Roush | Carol Hermreck & Carolyn Schuster ~ 

Iona Sweers ~ Gloria Trumpp | Mary Hamilton ~ Jeffrey Yost | son of Tom & Sharon Yost by 

Mary Hamilton 
 

Loved Ones in Care Centers: Guest Home Estates: Ruth Gorrell ~ Residential Living Center: 

Jim Jordan ~ Richmond Care Center: Dick & Velva Wilson ~ Parkview Heights: Jean Brown, 

Ruby Schuster, Ruth Allen, Gladys Young, Marie Donaldson 
 

Our Veterans and Military (*In States) 

Air Force: Matthew Schryer | nephew of Marcia Spring ~ *Nicholas L Wales | grandson of Orville 

& LaVerne Cole ~ *Jesse Hale | nephew of Rosemary Turner ~ Army: *Thad Dodds | grandson 

of Alice Chase ~ *Dustin Worthington | grandson of Max & Deb Worthington ~ *Ethan Bilderback 

| grandson of Dave & Janette Bilderback ~ *Nick Watkins | son of Steve Watkins ~ *BJ Moody | 

grandson of Tom & Janice Tush ~ *Zach Wilper | son of William and Sarah Hulcy ~ Marines:  

Spencer Guyett | great grandson of Alice Chase ~ Navy: *Dyllon & *Alyssa Morford | 

granddaughter of Les & Lennet Thomas and husband ~ Coast Guard: *Joseph, *Matthew & 

*Jacob Ferguson | sons of Jerry & Karen Ferguson and grandsons of Howard & Doris Wilson 

 



 

  

First Christian Church of Garnett: 

  The church leadership has been monitoring the situation regarding COVID-19 

and, to do our part in reducing the risk of virus transmission, we will be canceling 

church for the next 2 weeks.  March 22nd & 29th we will not have public worship 

services, Sunday school or children’s programs at the First Christian Church.  The 

elders are sad to cancel but due to the gravity of the situation we need to take 

extra precautions.  Based on newly released expectations from the CDC, HHS 

and Anderson County emergency response, we have chosen to flatten the curve 

and do our part.  Stay healthy by participating in the social distancing.  Please let 

us know if you or anyone you know has a need. We want to know so that we can 

continue to be the church. 

  Office staff will be available at 785-448-3452 or 503-474-7965 in the event you 

have a need.  We are greatly limiting the contact we have with people.  

  Chris will share a sermon on facebooklive@fccgarnett at 8am on Sunday.  You 

can watch it live or view with your family at any time.  The Elders’ prayer is that 

your family will have a special church service at home.  We are also asking you to 

send any encouraging notes or “God Moments” to Chris: chris@fccgarnett.org or 

on social media.  We want to post these over the next few weeks to bring 

encouragement to people’s hearts!    

  The Elders are also asking that you be faithful in your giving.  This will keep the 

church helping many needs in our community in this challenging time.  Donations 

can be made at myeoffering.com or mailed to the church office PO Box 126, 

Garnett, Ks. 66032. 

  Further cancelations will be posted on FB and also sent out through a mass 

message through our breeze program.  We are praying for your spiritual growth 

and your physical health as well! God bless! 

 

 

 

First Christian Church 

200 South Walnut St.  P.O. Box 126  Garnett, KS 66032 

Church Telephone: 785-448-3452  Fax 785-448-2568 

Website: www.fccgarnett.org 
 

 

mailto:chris@fccgarnett.org
http://myeoffering.com/


FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

Sunday:  *Legacy Youth | 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. | Family Life Center | 7th thru 12th grade   

Monday:  *Christian Woodworkers | 8:30 a.m. | Darwin Hamilton’s  

       *Fun – Faith – Fitness | 5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. | Family Life Center  

    *Boys Disciple | 6:00 p.m. | Home of Youth Pastor Ryan McDonald  

Tuesday:   *Prayer Group | 6:30 p.m. | Annex  

Wednesday: *Christian Woodworkers | 1:30 p.m. | Darwin Hamilton’s  

  *ROOTS | 5:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. | Family Life Center | 4 years thru 6th grade 

  *Girls Disciple | 7:00 p.m. | Home of Miranda McDonald 

Thursday:  *Christian Crafters | 1:00 p.m. | Annex    

  *Fun – Faith – Fitness | 5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. | Family Life Center  

  *Born Life Group | 6:30 p.m. | Home of Jonathan Born  
 

MARCH MEETINGS AND EVENTS 2020 CALENDAR 

~ Wednesday, March18: NO ROOTS / NO Girls Disciple on this date due to Spring Break 

~ Thursday, March 19: Care Team Meeting | 7:00 p.m. | Fellowship Hall 

~ Sunday, March 22: Worship | following 10:30 a.m. Worship Service 

~ Wednesday, March 25: Mission Team meeting | 7:30 p.m. | Annex 

~ Thursday, March 26: Food Distribution | 4:00 p.m. | Quonset Hut – North Lake  

~ Sunday, March 29: Youth Sunday | Youth Pastor Ryan McDonald will present message 

         IGNITE | 6:30 p.m. | Nazarene Church | Program: Youth bands from the First Christian   

         Church and the Nazarene Church  
 

Palm Sunday | April 5: John 12:13 They took palm branches and went 

out to meet him, shouting, "Hosanna!" "Blessed is he who comes in the 

name of the Lord!" "Blessed is the king of Israel!" 
 

Good Friday Services | April 10: First Baptist Church | 12:10 – 12:50 p.m. 

Romans 5:6-8 You see, at just the right time, when we were still 

powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a 

righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to 

die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still 

sinners, Christ died for us.   
 

Easter Sunrise Services | Sunday, April 12: North Lake Shelter House | 

6:30 a.m. | Rain out location will be at the Nazarene Church 

Revelation 1:18 I am the Living One; I was dead, and now look, I am alive 

for ever and ever!  
 

His Cross, His Crown, Our Victory! 

http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/niv/revelation/1/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

PASTORS 

Chris Goetz, Senior Pastor | Phone: 503-474-7965 | Email: chris@fccgarnett.org 

Ryan McDonald, Youth Pastor | Phone:  325-812-1629 | Email: ryan@fccgarnett.org 

 

SECRETARY 

Marsha Dulin, Secretary | Office: 785-448-3452 | Cell Phone: 785-448-4367 

 Email: marsha@fccgarnett.org 

 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH ELDERS (*Chairman) 

David Bilderback: 785-304-0903 | Cody Clark: 785- 448-8093 | *Kevin Lewis: 785-204-2257 

Doug Meyer: 913-909-7680 | Nathan Wiehl: 785-204-2178 | Mike Zentner: 785-204-1105 

      

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH DEACONS (*Chairman) 

Ron Anderegg: 785-448-4537 | Jeff Barnes: 785-304-4328 | *Jonathan Born: 620-340-7784 

Craig Cole: 785-448-4504 | Mike Croucher: 785-448-8077 | James Dodd: 785-418-5479  

Dan Dulin: 785-204-1185 | Greg Gwin: 785-229-5105 | Aaron Hedrick 785-304-1236  

Karl Hurt: 785-650-4797 | Ben King: 785-448-4355 | Bill Ratliff: 785-248-3854  

Lynn Wilson 785-448-3451 

mailto:chris@fccgarnett.org
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